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{From the Montrral Gazette, 29th July 1890) 

Mr. LeMoine's "Tourist's Note Book " 

** The name of the author of " Maple Leaves " and ** Pifitu- 

fine Quebec" will to mont Americans of either side of the line 
lufficicnt to mark this little guide book's autheuticity, and 
that makes such a work valuable. We have just received the 
ulvance sheets of the fifth edition -evidences of its popularity 
d||h all who visit " Quebec and its environs." The first edition 
is associated with an important event in our national history as 
well as in the annals of the Ancient Capital. On the fii-st arrival 
jppight of the old fortress of the Marquis of Lome and the Prin- 
cess Louise, Mr LeMoine was commanded to accompany the 
illustrious pair to all the storied landmarks in the city and its 
neighborhood. How satisfactorily he discharged the task both 
the Marquis and the Princess were not slow to acknowledge. It 
is not without reason,- therefore, that Mr. LeMoine dedicates his 
little book to the august lady whose loyal cicerone he was. The 
present edition is revis* d and enlarged, l^t contains a charming 
account, full of choice archieology at every stage, of a trip by 
steamer from Montreal to Quel ec. «'nce tliere, Mr. LeMoine is 
monarch of all he surveys, for, indeed, he has no rival in know- 
ledge of his native city, to which his devotion grows "asthc 
years glide by." The book is published by C. Darveau, and may 
be ordered from any bookseller." 

(FromN. V. VoiiEUT k Stueau Uth July, 1889.) 

" Those of our readers who have visited or may intend to visit 
the Canadian Dominion, will be glad to learn something about a 
new book connected with that region. 

It is entitled ** Historical and Sporting Notes on Quebec," 
4th edition, and is from the pen of J.-M. LeMoine It contains 
a large amount of historical facts, within a small space, not easily 
accessible to the average tourist, and also an account of the sport- 
ing facilities of that portion of the Dominion lying between the 
city of Quebec and the head waters of the famous Saguenay. It 
was in 1862, that Mr LeMoine commenced bis career as an author, 
and from that time to the present he has published not less than 
+wenty-8even volumes, connected with the history and scenery, 
traditions and people of his native province, twelve of them 

French Taken together, they form a fitting monument to the 

tn who is to-day one of the leading and most successful authors 

rth of the St- Lawrence." 
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MONTREAL TO QUEBEC 



ON EOAED OF STEAMER, ^'QUEBEC' 



[ 6th June 1890. 

Leaving far behind in tlio dihsk of the evening the 
innumerable gas and eloetric lights of the city of the 
lloyal Mount — known as Vi lie -Marie in the pri native, 
rude times of her worthy founder, ChomcUey de Mai- 
sonneuve, soon our steamer caught by the current 
St Mary, shot past historic llochelaga. Imagina- 
tion reverting to the misty past, recalled that second 
October of 1 535 — when Cartier's boats were bearing 
bis adventurous followers " Claudius of Pontc Briand, 
cuj>bearer to the Lord Dauphin of France, Charles of 
Fomeraye, John Cxovrin, John Powlet and twenty 
eight mariners " to meet,he!'o,his sacred Majcsly, King 
Agouhanna, borne on the shoulders of several natives. 
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I filled Iq the time, after enjoying a substantial 
dinocr, listening to snatches of soft music and popular 
French songs which a long-bearded, digniiicd M. P. P. 
warbled con amore. 

** Sol Cauadien, terre chdrie 
Par des braves, tu fus peupld " 



** Un Cauadien errant, banni de ses foyers" etc. 

A bright-eyed Milesian damsel, led to the piano by 
her cavaliere servantCy closed, much to herisati^faction, 
the musical portion of the evening wilh Tom Moore's 
exquisite boat song, though " St. Anno " and its 
** rapids were not near, " et vogue la galere ! 

Presently the pilot pulled his regulation bell and 
the steamer took a sheer in shore, landed a few noisy 
deck-passengers and some freight at the thriving 
town of Sorel, which crowns the embouchure of the 
historic Kichelieu, for many decades, the highway of 
the maraudering Iroquois — descending like a raven- 
ous wolf from his mountain fastness near New- York. 
Sorel, under early English rule, a noted U. E. Loyalist 
settlement, has lor more than a half century, ceased 
to be the headquarters of King George III. s staunch 
adherents, the United Empire Loyalists of 1783. On 
the proclamation of Indopondonco, llie brave and 
true fellows gave up, at Bo.ston, New-York and Phi- 
ladelphia, wealth, friends and position rather than 
go batk on their allegiance to their Sovereign. 

Visited, in 1787, by Cxoorge IIF.'s son, the Luke of 
Clarence, alto. wards William IV. Sbrol wont under 
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the Tiamo of Fort William Homy, and wnp,once, much 
sought aftor as a fashionable summer resort by the 
high officials of Montreal. * Its modern name has 
been dropped long since. The French name bequeath- 
ed to it by Captain de Sorel, an officer of Col. 
Saliere's renowned regiment, who, in 1G65, completed 
the fort then in process of construclion, on the 
Jlichelieu, was resuscitated. 

The mere mention of the Kichelieu, so long the 
home-ward course of the Iroquois canoes, returning 
with their gory trophies to the picturettque banks of 
the Hudson, recalls visions of blood, alarm and 
ambu>h — of which, happily no trace, save in history, 
uow remains. 



* The following note occurs in an old diary : 

** Sorel is the site of the first mission for the propagation of 
the Gospel established in Canada, and of the first Protestant 
Church erected there ; the bell is the oldest protestant bell this 
side the Atlantic . . . Behind the house now occupied by old 
Crebassa (N. P.) are the remains of an old moat which surrounded 
it, and is said to have been the scene of a stniggle between the 
French and Indians. General Burgoyne's anny was quartered 
along the banks of the Kichelieu in 1777. The Kevd. Mr. Scott, 
the first oificiating minister in Sorel, is supposed to have come 
out from England, as Military Chaplain, and also the lamented 
General Frazer, who fell at Bennington Heights, were both 
interred at Sorel. The first Protestant settlers were United 
Empire Loyalist... The Bishop of Nova Scotia held a con- 
firmation in Sorel, in 1788. The Governors General and com- 
manders-in-Chief have resided, from the time of Frederick Hal- 
dimand, during the summer, at Sorel, — the Government Cottage 
was built by him. During the incumbency of the Bevd. Mr. 



Any school-boy will tell you the gruesome story 
of the pet fox who, on the 19th of August, 1819, at 
Sorel, bit the Duke of Eichmond, then Grovernor- 
Greneral of the Province, and the sad end by hydro- 
phobia, of the great Scotch duke a few days later, at a 
village, since called Eichmond, in Ontario. There 
are yet in Chami)lain'8 city those who can recollect 
the body of the dead Governor, lying in state at the 
Chateau Saint Louis, in Quebec, previous to being 
removed to its last resting place, on the 14th Septem- 
ber, 1819, under the chancel of the English Cathedral. 

Sorel to me, in the days of youthful joys, meant 
a week of marvellous duck and snipe shooting in 
September, on the reedy shores of its green isles — 
hampers of game, to the bagging of which a trusty 



Doty, two members of the reiguiug royal family visited Sorel : 
the Duke of Clarence, then serving iu the royal navy, was 
l)leased, on an address being presented to him, to sanction the 
change of its name to William Heniy, his own. Subsequently 
the Duke of Kent — Queen Virtoria's father — paid a passing visit. 
Iu 1819, during the incumbency of Mr Jackson, the Duke of 
Richmond was bitten by a fox bought on the market at Sorel ; 
being a pet with one of the staff, the Duke amused himself with 
it ; it snapped at his finger, which was immediately operated on 
by a respectable local practitioner, Christopher Carter, but in a 
few weeks after he died in a barn on the roadside, while on a 
tour of inspection to the Ottawa. The Earl of Dalhousie succeded 
the Duke of Richmond. Sir Richard Jackson laid the corner 
stone of the jiresent Parish Church in 1843 ; in 1845 he was 
buried beneath the chancel. The army in Canada erected a 
mural tablet to his memory in the church, and his daughter, 
Mrs. Manning, sent the church out an excellent communion 
service, with an inscription commemorative of her father. " 
(From the Cruize of the Dixie ^ m 1863.) 
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guide, Max i me Monjoaii, and other local chasseur 
had something to say. 

Our next stoppage — but we were in the arms of 
Morpheus at th 5 time — was at the drowsy old town 
of Three Eivers, founded in 1634, by Laviolotte ; for 
half a century and more an im])ortant fur-irading 
post, a fort, and a mission of the Jesuits. Wo saw 
it not — noteven in our dreams — though its stirring 
chronicles had recently been so lovingly unrolled for 
us by a gifted author — Benjamin Suite, the historian. 

Whole fleets of Iluron and Algonquin canoes, in 
1640-60, used to bring here each spring the products 
of their winter hunts — hundreds of packages of 
beavei", martin, minx, deer skins ; txw 1 bartered them 
at the fort, for powder, knives, shot, blankets, beads, 
brandy, etc. 

How fortunate the modern town has been to have 
given birth to such an able writer and devoted son as 
Suite! Will Three-Kivers ever erect Mr. Suite a 
statue? With what vividness, with what singular 
industry, has not the Trifluvian annalist written the 
history of Three-Rivers from its precarious beginn- 
ings! How easy at present to reconstruct in one's 
mind the grim old fort, recall its sieges with their 
dire alarms 1 

One recognizes the spots where the ferocious 
Iroquois concealed themselves to butcher their foes, 
the Hurons and Algouquins, allies of the French, 
occasionally scalping in cold blood some of King 
Louis' subjects. With the aid of Suite's Chrmiique 
Trifluvienne, one can follow step by step the perilous 
career of our early missionaries — Butcux, LeMaistre, 
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Lallemanit, Denoiic, Jogucs. You tool inclined to 
accompany the hardy trooper Caron in his wintry 
search, discovering at the ile Platte, near Three- 
Rivers, on the 2nd of February, 1645, the missing- 
Jesuit, Denoiio, " recumbent along a snow-drift, 
kneeling, on the river bank, with arms crossed on 
his breast, frozen stiff with eyes wide open, gazing 
heavenward, his cap and snow-shoes lying near him,'' 
* victim, the good man, of his humane ettbrts in 
trying to sock relief for his less hardy companions. 
Overtjikon by a snow storm and buried in the blind- 
ing drift tiio poor missionary had lost his vvay. No 
wonder that Caron should have knelt down and said 
a j)rayer after loading the dead havp on his sledge, 
and departed sorrowfully for Threc-llivers, having 
marked the spot with a cross on the bark of a tree. 

That night, the faithful of Thrco-Hivers prayed to 
one more saint 1 

They wore men, the missionaries and explorers of 
of 1645! I What dauntless voyageurs, what expert 
woodsmen must liavo existed in those early days 
among the Trifluvians ? Ilortol, Marguerie, Nicolet, 
Godefroy and Norman vi lie, and those astute, indomi- 
table, sanguinary savages — Piescarct and Ahat- 
sistari I 

What a pity their striking forms in war paint and 
costume have not been preserved to us by the artists, 
brush as well as by the historian's pen ? 

Here was the site of the fort! there stood the con- 
vent! on that steep bank whore our steamer was 



* Chroni(i|^ue Trifluvienne, page 55. 
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moored, was Le Plafon, Governor Pierre Boucher 
dwelled close by with his patriarchal family. 

Then again, what thrilling episodes Mr. Suite re- 
lates of Indian cruelly, Indian stratagem, tiger-liko 
instincts! Here is one of his striking pcn-photogiaphs: 
— "An Algonquin girl, captured ftl>oiit the It of 
April (1G4G) by the Agniers (Mohawks) and brought 
home with ihcm, succeeded, aftcv about ten days 
captivity, in making her escape by slipping off during 
the night the thongs which held her and walking 
(;ver the prostrate forms of her guardians plunged in 
sleep. The desire for revenge burnt so fiercely in her 
breast that she could not refrain from seizing an axe 
and braining one of the sleepers. She was at once 
pursued, but took i cfuge in a hollow tree, where no 
one thought of seeking her. On viewing her pursuers 
depart, she directed her flight in an opposite direc- 
tion. Her footsteps were, however, traced at night- 
fall. To elude pursuit, she ran to the river and im- 
mersed her body under water, where she remained 
unseen. The Agniers gave up the pursuit and return- 
ed home. She tiavellcdon foot thirty-five days, living 
on wild berries and roots. On api)roaching Sorel, she 
built a raft and took to the water. When near Tliree- 
Eivers she became alarmed at the sight of a canoe, 
landed and hid in the deep woods, from which she 
made her way laboriously to the fort, close to the 
shore. Some Huions discovered her and attc^mpted 
to join her, when she begged of them to throw some 
clothing to her, which they did. She was then taken 
to M. de la Potherie. The account of her escape 
seemed almost incredible; but other hair-breadth es- 
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capes of a similar nature which followed ceased to 
cause any more surprise."* 

Marvellous also are tho adventures of the great 
Algonquin chief, Simon Piescaret. " On one occasion/* 
says Mr. Suite, "when striving to escape from a 
whole hand of Iroquois in pursuit, he turned his snow- 
shoes end for end, so that the track seemed as direct- 
ed north, when he was going south. The Iroquois 
altered their course in consequence, and Piescaret, 
watching his opportunity, followed them, knocking 
on the head the laggards from the main body. 
Piescaret was unrivalled in that mode of warfare 
where great physical strength is required, where 
woodcraft and stratagem takes the place of genius, 
and where ambush is necessary. He could outrun a 
deer, and in single combat he did not seem to heed 
numbers. 

" One day he stai'ted from Three-Eivers, his ordi- 
nary residence, and went and hid in an Iroquois 
village more than fifty leagues away. Under the veil 
of night he crept out of his hiding place, entered a 
hut, massacred the whole family, and hid in a pile of 
fuel close by. Tho alarm was given, but the mur- 
derous savage was not discovered. The next night ho 
repeated the bloody drama, carried away the scalps 
and retreated to his wood pile. 

"The whole village remained on guard on tho third 
night. Piescaret, in spite of all the precautions taken, 
issued from his retreat, opened the door of a hut full 



Chronique Trifluvicnne, page ()9. 
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of watchful pavagcs, brained the man nearest to him, 
and fled with the whole band of Indians j^t liis heels; 
outstripping them, he never ceased running Ihnt 
night and secreted himself in a hollow tiee. The 
enemy, doubtful of effecting his oaplure, camped 
down, lit a fire and slept. Pioscaret in the darkness 
crept up unseen, tomahawked and then scalped the 
unsuspecting slumberers and made for home with his 
bloody trophies. 

" On another occasion cramming his gu" wilh 
bullets, and accompanied by four savages well armed 
and concealed in the bottom of his canoe, he pretend- 
ed to bo fishing alone at the entrance of the river nt 
Sorel. Some Iroquois canoes started in pursuit. Ho 
allowed them to come close by protending to sur- 
render, when he and his companions springing up, 
riddled the Iroquois canoes with balls. They began 
to till. In the confusion he upset some, having jumped 
in the stream. Swimming with one hand and bearing 
in the other his terrible tomahawk, he plied it 
vigorously, killing several and taking some prisoners, 
whilst the rest fled.*'t-(5ew/. Suite,) 

" The Roman Catholic Church of Three-Ill vers com- 
menced in 1715, pushed on, ir. 1740, and complotcd in 
1806 — is well worthy of the attention of connoissews 
as a specimen of the ornate primitive Canadian place 
of worship. Its external walls, however, are not 
noteworthy; but its interior is lain out in the florid, 
rococo style of the Louis XV era. Sculptures of quaint 
aspect adorn the ceiling and internal walls. The 



t Chronique Trifluvienne, p. 19. 
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pulpit is a marvel in design and anliqno ornamenta- 
tion. The niain altar with its frame of four columns is 
romafkablo in its way, nor ought the ^oi-p;eous pew 
of the church wardens to be forgotten." J 

** The old church at Three-Rivers, rich Ij'- endowed 
by the Godefroy (descendants of the old Norman 
Godefroy), still has the arms of the distinguished 
family superbly carved on the Banc d'QCuvres." § 

Three-Eivers, counts something more than Indian 
alarms, and indian surprizes in her far-reaching 
chronicles. The voices of other years can recall 
stirring episodes of the great seige, of 1759 — success- 
ful repulse of the marauder, in the dark days of 1775- 
6 — worthy exploits of her sons — english and fi cnch, 
enlisted for the struggle of 1812-14 — ready, the 
brave fellow^s, to seal their allegiance with their 
blood. 

A distinguised soldier Col (afterwards General Sir 
FrcdHaldimand) ruled here in 1760-2 ; his wise, firm 
administration secured him successive preferment and 
ultimately, — notwithstanding his foreign birth, — 
he was a Swiss, — the full confidence of the British 
Crown. 

In June, 1776 — an english lieutenant, James Henry 
Craig headed a detachment of the garrison of 
Threc-Rivors and routed Montgomery's followers • 
he was destined after a long and honorable term of 
service,in India, — at the Cape of Good Hope — in Spain 



t Canadian Antiquarian^ October, 1889. 

§ Hamelin^s ** Le^euds of Le Detroit," page 300. 
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— in lUily, — in Amoricn, — to rcliirii lo our «horcs, 
as Groveriior General of Canada, in those critical 
times, when England, single-handed, sucocBBfully 
defied the coalesced and titanic power of ihe first 
Napoleon. 

Old traditions 3'ct teem with quaint reminiscences 
of the first cnglish-speaking colonist, under english 
luie: an intelligent German Jew, by name Aaron 
Hart, ihc personal friend and proUg4 of Lieut. 
Governor Haldimand. 

Here again, I have to acknowledge my indebted- 
ness to the antiquarian lore of Mr. -Suite, for glimpses 
of lheindustriou8,long-lived Israelite, born, in I727,and 
deceased in 1800. A successful trader was Mr, Hart, 
with the Indians, after they had raised the hatchet 
of war, which thoy flourished with such fatal eifect, 
in the days of good Governor Boucher, in 1663. 
A brisk trade awaited them, at Mr. Hart's stores: 
blankcts,beads, knives, ammunition, and alas ! innurao- 
rable casks and d em i- Johns — of potent ** fire water,*' 
in the shape of West India rum, in exchange each 
spring, for the product of iheir winter chase. Aaron 
Hart had, it must be acknowledged, a splendid ap- 
portunity of reaping a golden harvest, after the 
departure of the leading French for France, at the 
conquest; and his appointment by Generals Murray 
and Haldimand, to look after the forts of western 
Cannda, helped his commercial ventures, though Bri- 
gadier General Montgomery, made free with his 
stores and supplies, indispensable, he said, to the 
welfare of his suffeiing soldiery, bivouacked, round 
Quebec, in 1775, leaving Mr. Hart, in payment the 
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"Green backs'* of the period. Congress subsequently 
refused to honor them. 

Mr. Hurt, like many others, was a victim to the 
])rovaiIinu^ earth-hunger, so common in early colonial 
da3^s; he invested his spare ca-h, in seigniories, acqui- 
ring thus, the seignioiies of Grondinos, Btcancour, 
Vieux-Port, &t'., laying the foundation of a large 
fortune, bequeathed to his four sons, Ez<5chiol, Moses, 
Benjamin and Alexander, the latter settled in 
Montieal ; Ezochiel, later on, played an important 
part as member of Parliament. Three-Kivers was also 
the cherished home of the Honb Mat hew Bell, for 
years, wiih Mr. D. Munro, the wealthy lessor of the 
8'.. Maurice Forges ; Mr. Bell lived in great splendor 
among the Trifltivians, kept a pack of hounds ; 
from the Thiee-Eiver hounds, of 1829, sprang the 
Montreal kennel, so flourishing at present. 

Threc-Eivers borrows its name from the three 
channels or mouths of the Saint Maurice, at its 
confluence wilh the Saint Lawrence, one mile east of 
the town ; the Saint Maurice, was thus called after 
Maurice Poulin, a settler there, in 1640. 



IT. 

Three Ecveus, Desciiaribault, Pointe-aux-Tri mbles 
AND St. Augustin. 

Let us bid adieu to Suite's quaint, native city. 

On sped, under the veil of night, our good steamer, 
successively shooting past innumerable beacons and 
headlands, each with a story of its own in Ganadiiui 
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annnlp. jan hour or two later, wc shot past Cap A 
VArbre — also known as Cap d, la Roche^ Jit the point 
where the St Jean Deschai lions parish church was 
subsequently built — the scone of a mcinoniblo ship- 
wreck. Here, on the 6th November 1640, Gjvspard 
Gou vault — ajK)thicary, recently from Poitiern, and 
eight companions were drowned. 

Next opened out pine-clad Capo Lauzon, of old 
charts, now Deschambaujt, half way between Threo 
Rivers and Quebec, .Tradition has handed down sad 
tales of the luckless NewEnglandeis, hurrying home 
during the inauspicious winter of 1775-6, from their 
rash invasion of Canada, dropping down, exhausted 
as they trudged over the snowdrifts at Deschambault, 
victims of smallpox or dysentery; their stitfined 
remains thrust uncoffined in the holes dug in orchards 
and in the whitened meadows on the wayside. The 
locality teems also with the warlike memories of 1759 
and 1760, when Murray's army ascended to Montreal. 

Doschambault, until tho Grand Trunk Kailway in 
1853, monopolised the winter traflc and piissengors of 
the Bed and Blue Lines of stages, was a noted mid- 
day halting-placo for them ; the tired roadsters had a 
rest and feed; tho travellers, their dinner at tho 
waysido inn, and new relays were ordered. Tho 
antique Deschambault Manor of yore, a cherished 
summer retreat of Chief- Justice, Sir James Stuart, 
Bart., is now owned by a distinguished Canadian, 
litterateur and sportsman, George M. Fairchild, Jr., 
the originator of the Canadian Club, at Now York. 

Wo next headed with a full pressure of steam for 
Poiute - aux - Trembles, and heard at early dawn 
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the whisllo of the littlo market stcamei* Etoile, This 
parish, one of the ohJost on the north shore of the 
St. Lawrence, is fringed with low, fertile meadows, 
with a backi^round of lofty heights, studded with 
orchards and graceful elms. During the great siege 
several encounters took place here between the Eng- 
lish and French forces. Wolfe, Murray, Levis, Dumas 
wore once familar names to the peasantry of Pointc- 
aux-Trembles ; some* of these names were more 
dreaded than loved however. • 

A party of 1,^200 of Fraser's Highlanders, and 
Grenadiei'8, says Panet, were dispatched to Pointo- 
aux -Trembles, commanded by General Wolfe in 
person, under the guidance of Major Eobert Stobo, * 
ontho2l8t of Jul}'', 1759, and captured three men 
and a bevy of Quebec French ladies, who had sought 
a refuge there during the bombardment. The English 
were fired on by about 40 Indians; but succeeded 
about half-past three in the morning, having surround- 
ed the houses round the church, in capturing about 
thirteen ladies. The fair captives were Mesdaraes 
Duchesnay, DoCharny, with her mother and her 
sister and Mdlle Couillard. The Joly, Malhiot and 
Magnan families formed part of thom. They were 
treated with every kind of respect. Young General 
Wolfe headed the detachement under the guidance 
of Major Robert Stobo, who, it seems, made several 
pretty speeches to the ladies — ^^ (/iii a fait bien des 
compliments,'' 



* Major R. Stobo, who bad buen tor three years u prisoiipr of 
war in Quebec, was well accj^iiaiiited with its environs. 
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"What was woisc," rcniarl« Paucl, "was that 
whilst iho British pokliory did thorn no harm, iho 
Indians (allies of the French) pillaged the hoiisos 
and pi'opcriy of nearly all tliose nnfortunatc refuirccR. 
— (Panct\s ''-Jouniai du Si^rje'' p. 13) — " Each 
captive for the day bore ihe name of her captor." 

It soiiiuis odd that it t^hould have seemed necessary 
to detail 1,200 Highlanders and British Grenadiers, 
etc., to capture thirteen Fiench ladies! One likes to 
recall this n^mantic incident in the career of Miss 
Lowther's f admiroi", James Wolfe — the chivalrous 
gallantry of the young soldier to war Is beauty in 
distress. Next dny the fair Qnebecors were brought 
home in boats and landed at Ance des Meres, at 3 p. 
m., ordeis having been sent by the General to the 
English fleet to stop fii'ing on the city until 9 p. m., 
so as to afford the captives time, after thoir release, 
to retire to a place of safety. Who was on that 21st 
of July, 1Y59, Madame Wolfe, Madame Slobo, 
Madame Frazer ? What a laik for the sons of Mars to 
write about in their next home letters ? 

At Pointe-aux-Trembles occurred during the spring 
of 1760, the engagement between the French frigates 
with an ovewhelming force of the British fleet, 
brave Captain dc Yauclnin, of the Atalantey winning 
by his spirited, though unsuccessful defence, the 
respect of worthy foes. 

The next headland is the bluff at the mouth of tho 
roaring Jacques Cartier stream, where frowned tho 

t She later on married the Duke of Bolton. 
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grim old fort of that name. There, bivoiiackt3cl, on 
the 14lh of September, 1759, the routed French le- 
gions. The ditches round the vanished fortress are 
still visible. 

Not very far, lower down, is a lurlcing boulder, 
visible at half tide, known to this, day as La Roche a 
Jacques Cartier. A vague, unreliable tradition, goes 
on to say that Jacques Cartier was wrecked on this 
treacherous, hiddeA rock. 

So soon as rosy-fingered Aurora had oped the ])ortals 
of the east, I was up and pacing the deck of the 

steamer, when a famous raconteur, G. M. F , d. jr. 

accosted me, and, pointing to the faint outline of 
the old Grist Mill, on the bank of the river, and to the 
Calvaire close by, dating from 1698, he asked me if I 
could notice on the beach any remains of the first 
church at St. Auguslin. 

" Did you,*' he added, " ever hear the story of the 
great black horse who carted the greater portion of 
the stone for the foundation wall of the first church, 
or chapel of St. Augustin ? This was, as you may be 
aware, a wooden structure, built at L'Ance li Mahout, 
about ten acres from the main road, in 1690, on the 
beach. The second church dates back to 1720, some 
distance from the first ; the present one, is a com- 
paratively recent structure." 

On my replying in the negative, he lit his cheroot, 
and held out Jis follows: 

** Two centuries ago where you now see round here 
water a fathom and more at high tide, was dry land. 
The population formed a mission —the mission of La 
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Cote Saint Ange. A notable portion of the sottlcrfl 
in primitive Canada wore originally from Normandy. 
Normans are famous for thoir love of lawsuits. There 
must have been several located here, judgini^ from 
their cantankerous disposition when the site and size 
of the future chapel was mooted. One faction wanted 
the place of woivhip to bo just largo enough for the 
settlement at L'Ance H Maheut, without a steeple. 
The opposition, a progressive body with an eye lo 
the future, insisted on a larger building with a lofty 
steeple, and a cross surmounted by a cock — the 
Gallic cock of course. 

" After several noisy conclaves of the notables, the 
steeple was carried, but the cross and cock wore 
dropped, on the score of expenditure IL was remarked 
that the loudest in denouncing the emblem of Chris- 
tianity, as unnecessary expense, was a colonist 
recently arrived from Paris, a swarthy fellow, whose 
visage was covered with a heavy, bluish board, 
wearing a black vclvctoon just aucorps. However, ho 
spoke loud and fluently, was evidentl}" a man of 
some means, as he had ridden to the meeting on 
horseback ; but had refused to dismount, al lodging 
that his steed, a coal black, fiery Norman roadster, 
would not stand unattended, and that ho alone could 
master him. The animal, it was remarked, was very 
restless, and wore a species of spiked, double bridle, 
which the rider jocosely remarked had not been 
removed for a j^'car and a day. The mysterious stran- 
ger spoke so fair, and seemed to enter so readily in 
the all absorbing project of church building, that it 
required but few arguments on liis part to have his 
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offor acrcplod, when lie tondcrod for the carlairo of 
all the stone required for the foundation walls. * 

" The agreement, a yory concise one, was jot(od 
down on n sheet of birch bark by tlio scribe of ihe 
settlement, who counted on bcini; chosen bca<lleof 
the future parish. Ho was ajollj^ fat fellow, and 
boasted of having already found an appropriate nanie 
for the fier}'', black horse, whom he christened, on 
account of his sleek, shiny, satin-like coat, ^ Satan,* 
playing on the words. The Seigneur i\\\d father of the 
settlement, on being asked to become a party to th ) 
contract and to affix his signature thereto, drew forth 
from its scabbard the shoit sword such as the French 
king's retninoi's usually woi-e ; not, however, with 
any evil intent, bnt to use Ihe point, in writing his 
mark, a cross (X), on the baik. This made Sata?is 
owner wince; the feudal magnate hooded him not, 
telling the scribe to add the usual closing formula — 
^ Et le (fit sieur en sa qaaliii de geniiUwmme a diclaH 
ne savoi?' signer. ' 

" The very next day at sunrise (the nine-hour day's 
time wais not yd in fashion), Sttan, suitably har- 
nessed to a rude chareite, made his appearcnce, led by 
his mastei". 

**\Vhat a worry foi' the poor boast, cveiy one 
exclaimed, that heavy, s|)ikcd double bridle must be 
when ho is to be fed or watered ? Why, one would 



* The reader desirous of obtaining fuller particulars of the 
erection of the earlj^ churches at St Augustin, County of Port- 
iieuf, is referred to my ** Album du Touriste, " pp. 112-3-4, 
and foot notes thereon. 
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imagine it was never intended to be removed? There 
was evidently hioniothini^ strange, sinister, verging 
on the mysterious about iho whole turnout If How 
Satan did paw the oarih, show his long, white teeth, 
])iit down close lo his head his short, delicately 
shaped cars, as if in a chronic stage of rage, when 
strangers approached him 1 

It became an established fact that the bridle was 
to remain as tight as possible on the animal, even 
when he was brought at noon to drink from a 
neighbouring spring ; else there would bo trouble. A 
late incident h ft no doubt on this point. On a recent 
occasion, when the farmers around had assembled, 
on their way home, at noon, to repeat the Angelus, 
close to the spot where the Calvaire was erected in 
1698, and to watoi- the horses, Satan, being led, like 
the rest, to the refreshing draught, a peasant said to 
his master: "Why don't you remove his bridle and 
give him a chance to di'ink comfortably ? " 

To which the mysterious stranger replied with an 
emphatic "No," the peasant, still pressing him, 
was met with a dreadful oath, uttered by Satan's 
master, " Tors mon dme au boiit (Vun piquet ! '* f How- 
ever, as this last feat rested merely on the ipse dixit 
of a superstitious old crone, Satan and his owner 
were allowed to pi'oceed, unmolested, with the con- 
tj'act, though the future beadle on noticing the huge 
boulders cai'tcd by Stttan^ without any apparent effort, 



t A pictiires(iue expletive in fre<|ueiit use by old voyageurs 
dcs priys cVcnhaAit. It might be rendered in english : " Crush my 
soul on the end of a fence rail / " 
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had openly Htatcd to the Seigneur — crossing himself 
— '' Cest le Diable ! ^Tis the Dovil ! " 

The beadle's daughter, a rosy-cheeked, romping 
lass, had secretly told her mother a curious story 
about I ho strange contractor, adding, though ^ho 
liked him : " fa par ait Hre un beau 7ndsieur, mats fen 
aipeur,'^ Bravely, however, was the work going on 
for a full week ; so rapidly, in fact, that the contrac- 
tor drew in advance a large portion of the price 
agreed on. On the following Saturday, just when all 
exce])t himself, were preparing to kneel to repeat the 
Angelus, the future beadle, out of pure cussed n ess? 
though some said it was through curiosity — while 
Satan's masler, who had just pocketed a whole week's 
instalment in advance, was, with his back turned, 
paying a gallant compliment to the beadle's bloom- 
ing daughter — led Satan to the well, tugged and 
pulled at the double bridle until he succeeded in slipp- 
ing it off, when lo I and behold! Satan disappeared in 
a cloud of blue flame and sulphur smoke .... Endless 
were the lawsuits and discord which followed; of 
course, all caused by th • interference of the devil in 
church matters. 

" Well, Mr. F — , this is a capital story. It is indeed 
risky to unbrid e a spirited horse when brought out 
to make him drink ; j^ou want mo now to believe that, 
as a fiiai^Diabolus has occasionally interfered in church 
matters in Canada as well as elsewhere I " 

" I think, I can match it with an old, very old 
Canadian legend to which students of our folk-lore are 
welcome. 
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It exhibits the archfiend merging fron\ an appa- 
rently lucrative project merely as second best ; in fact? 
outwitted. 

At the dawn of the colony, years before Mr. Mcrcier 
spoke of iron Municipal bridges, the crossings in nse 
over brooks were of a very rude, primitive nature. 

A spring freshet had carried away a small stone 
bridge leading to the shrine of a venerable Monastery 
at 

A contractor from abroad, eminently able, at least 
as such he was vousched for, came forth and had little 
trouble in closing for the materials requisite to 
reconstruct a public work earnesti}' sought and pvixy- 
ed for by the numerous pilgrims attracted to the 
shrine. The remuneration instead of being set forth 
in livres, was of a very unusual character ; the odd, 
some said, daft and mysterious, contractor declined 
finance altogether, merely stipulating that the first 
creature crossing the bridge on complclion was to 
belong to him. Here lie the mystery. Did ho 
in his evil mind, contemplate the owninir and sub- 
sequent ransom of some wealthy pilgrim, anxious to 
convey offerings to the sacred shrine? Who will ever 
decide ? the contract was signed and scaled. 

A crafty notary educated in France, but who had 
missed his vocation among the Trappists through 
some escapade, was the man of business, the Fac- 
totum of the Monastery: at a glance, he saw how 
loosely the agreement was worded, and, without hesita- 
tion, subscribed to its ambiguous terras 
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Just as the last stone was placed on the structuro, 
the strange contraclor bteppcd foiwaid, claiming 
payment. 

"Wait, friend, until Matines arc over, urged the 
artful limb of the law, the Lady Superior will be 
here with the almoner, to consecrate ihe new bridge ; 
then we will settle. — '^ No, roared the archfiend 
with a hideous oath — " No consecration " will take 
place over my work, with my consent ; I demand 
instanter the execution of the agreement, else I will 
claim as mine the bridge itself. Jelui jetteraiun so?^i / 
he ominously added. The official forthwith hurried 
to the parloir of the Convent and sent word to the 
Lady Superior that he wanted for a icw minutes her 
favorite, a huge, black cat. 

Various were the accounts of the origin of the 
feline. Some averred it had come over from France 
with Madame de la Pol trie : others said it once had 
belonged to Madlle Mance and had been bequeathed 
by her to Monsieur de Puiseaux and, by him given 
to the Monastery, when she left for Montreal. Master 
Thomas, sleek, purring and decked with a pinkribon 
round his neck, had to be brusquely removed from 
his soft cushion, in the Lady Superior's I'oom; he was 
then conveyed, unsuspecting, at once to the new bridge. 

The Notaiy Public then let him lose, yelling to 
the contractor '^Attrapel (Catch liim!) Thomas 
scared, at such rude behaviour, made a dash for the 
other end of the bridge, like lightning; never since 
hoH ho been seen by mortal eye 1 1 ! 

The contractor dazed, uttered a hoarse, unearthly 
howl I saying : " I have indeed been outwitted ; 
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had Ittddod to my contract, the word ** human," I now 
might chiinoi u human creature ! " 

That bridge was never a success; it got to bo 
shunned by pilgrims and hud ultimately to bo re- 
built. On a murky, november night, on all Souls Bay, 
the sexton of the Monastery declared he had seen 
on the main arch, glaring at him with fiery eye- 
balls, a black cat: the bridge was haunted I " 

From the dock of the steamer, wo could discern, 
canopied by the green woods, on the lofiy river bank 
at St. Augustin, iho long, mossy, white house, where 
the historian of Canada, Frs. X. Garneau, was born 
on the 13th June, 1801). f 

I recollect my dear old friend once relatinu; to me 
how Louis Garneau, his aged bire, liad told liim llio 
thrilling tale of the encouritei- which, as a boy, in 
17t)0j he liad witnessed from the verandah of this old 
tenement, between the Atalaate, commanded by 
brave Captain de Vauclain (so ungratefully re^iuiled 
on his return to France for his life-long devotion to 
the interest of the French king) with several Engli^h 
men-of-war. 



+ ** Mon vieil aieul, courbe par T&ge, assis sur la galerie de sa 
lougiie uiaison blanche, perch^e au sommet de la butte qui 
domine la vieille ^glise de Saint- Augustin, nou8 montrait, de sa 
main tremblante, le th64tre du combat naval do VAtalante avec 
plusieura vaisseaux anglais, combat dont il avait 6te tdmoin dans 
son enfance. II aimait k raconter comment plusieurs de ses oucles 
avaient p^ri dans des luttes heroiques de cette ^poque, et h nous 
rappeler le nom des lieux ou s'etaient livres luie partie de ces glo- 
rieux combats rest^s dans ses souvenirs. " — Biographie de F, X, 
Garneau, par I'abb^ H. R. Casgrain. 
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A short distance lower down we steamed past the 
lugubrious ledge, visible at low tide, where, on the 
22nd June, 1857, at about 5 p. m., the ill-fated old 
steamer Montreal, on her daily trip from Quebec, 
loaded with Irish emigrants, in flames from, bow to 
stern, was beached as a last resort. Two hundred of 
her despairing passengers, with some well remem- 
bered Quebocers, attempting to swim from the bur- 
ning craft, were that day consigned to a watery grave, 
within hail of the shore, — one of the most heart ren- 
ding, among the many marine disasters, which darken 
our annals. 

On we sped, in the cool of the early morn, whilst 
the orb of day ])Oured forth its |)urple light over one 
of the most enchanting river views on the continent, 
localities for ever enshrined in early Canadian story 
— Cap Eouge and its lofty bluff where Jacques Cartier 
and Eoberval wintered more than three and a half 
centuries ago. — the green banks of Sillery Cove, 
where, in 1()37, existed the Jesuit mission house, 
amidst the Algonquin and Montagnais wigwams. — 
Convent Cove, where, for three and a half years, 
piously ministered to the spiritual and temporal wants 
of their neoj)hyLes, the Ilospitalieres (Hotel JDicu) 
nuns, until ince?sant Iroquois raids forced them 
back to Quebec on the 29ih xMay, 1644. 

On we sped, ])ast the little monument erected by 
the inhabitants of Sillery and consecrated on 26lh 
June 1870, to the memory of Commander Noel 
Brulart de Sillery, a Knight of Malta, the muni- 
licenl founder of the settlement — sacred also to the 
memory of good Father Ennemond Mass^, the first 
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missionary of Canada, peaceably resting since the 
12th May, 1G46, under iho chancel of his little chapel 
of St. Michael, whoso wails are now raised level with 
the shore, but whose foundations are still perceptible 
under the sod a few yards south oflho monumonl. 
In rear, on the opposite side of the ro«d, still stands 
with its massive walls, three feet thick, transformed 
into a school house, the Jesuits' former residence, 
known to the inhabitants as ** The Mansion" — the 
oldest house in Canada, dating back to 1637. 

As the boat shot past we caught a glim])so, among 
the trees mantling the Sillery heights, of Clermont, 
erected there, in 1850, by the late Hon. E. E. Caror, 
one of our most respected administrators, now the 
ornate home of Lt.-Col. Ferdinand Turnbull, Ins- 
pector of our Dominion Cavalry. It adjoins Beauvoir, 
whose extensive conservatories and vineries are not 
in view from the river. 

Soon loomed out lofty Poiiite-a-Pizeau, once a fa- 
mous trysting place for the Red Man. The handsome 
St. Columba church, like a diadem, now crowns the 
historic old point, since 1854. 

Close by, in St. Michael's Cove, stood, in 1641, 
Monsieur Pierre Puiseaux's sumptuous abode, whore 
the founder of Montreal, Chomedcy de Muisonneuve, 
Mdlle. Mance, with the soldiers and farmers, colo- 
nists for Montreal, found a hospitable roof to shelter 
them, during the winter of 1642. f 



t**Une maison regardee dans le temps cornrne le bijou du 
Canada," the gem of Canada. 
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Wo wore rapidly drawing near the indentation in 
the bhoro, at the fool of Marchmont Hill — now 
named after the conquering hero of the Heights of 
Abraham, Wolfe's Cove — whore the British Grena- 
dioi-s and Scoteh Highlanders were silently muster- 
ing at dawn on the 13lh September, 1759, for assault, 

A few more revolutior»s of the paddles ^nd (he 
steamer, having passed inside of the Fly Bank, was 
creeping leisurely along the decayed wharves and. 
half submerged i)icr8, close lo the precipice where 
luckless Brigadier- General Eichard Montgomery's 
conquering career was arrested fur over. ** Here 
Fell Montgomery" was inscribed in white letters on 
a black board, attached to the rock sufficiently high 
above to be read from the deck of river craft. Five 
minutes more and our trusty steamer, taking a 
sheer, was rounding out — within full view of Orleans' 
verdant isle, four miles distant — to her berth at the 
Napoleon wharf. 

I quitted the saloon of the steamer after exchanging 
a friendly nod with her genial old commander, Capt, 
E. Nelson, trying to treasure in as many as possible 
of the glorided memories of the past, associated with 
the noble expanse of water just travelled over. From 
the haunted halls of memory rushed out in full 
panoply of success, of war, occasionally of victory, 
the illustrious dead: Jacques-Cartier, Champlain, do 
Tracy,de Frontenac, Phipps, de la Galissonni6re, Wolfe 
Monicaim, Levis, Murray, Cook, Bougainville, Arnold, 
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Montgomeiy, and on stoppini^ ui^ain on our historic 
soil, turning to my t^cnial compagnon de voyage^ I 
remarked : 

*^ Sfn. vinfor heroem calcas.'' 





Wolfe's Column on Plains of Auuajiam 



ROUND TOWN 



What a c«ipc! Quel bee I may j'-et naturally exclaim 
the visitor, landing from the Montreal eteamerat the 
Napoleon Wharf, at Quebec; old plans ofthecit}', 
exhibit, on the river bank, in 1*759 afrench battery of 
guns, flush with the St-Lawr nee which battery the 
onglish fleet must have easily silenced that summer. 
At the dawn of the century, this locality and the 
adjoining one, the Cul de Sac harbor, now built over 
with wharves and partly occupied by the Cham plain 
Market Hall, was one of the busiest marls of com- 
merce, in the Lower-Town : the Cul de Sac was used 
for Inying up coasting craft, in winter. Pedestriansi 
in order to shorten the ascent to the Upper-Town» 
can avail themselves of the Griffith Elevator, recently 
constructed, or else, proceed through the nai'row 
street directly under Duff\)rin Terrace, which still 
rejoices in its primitive name of Sous-le-Fort, On the 
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1 >fty cape above Champiain had boilt his fort in 
1620. SouS'Ie-Fort street, is one of the oldest thorough- 
fares in Qacbec ; on its eastern side a row of di*y- 
goods stores, shuts oat the view of the little memorial 




Church of Notre-Dame des Victoires, Lower-Town. 
1690-1711 

Church, Notre Dame des Victoires^ erected in 1688, as 
may bo read on its facade: the spot is alive with 
2 
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warllko souvenirs: the memorable repalse of Sir; 
William Phipp's attack on Quebec, on 16th Oct., 1690, 
and the providential escape of the town from sur- 
render to Sir Hovenden Walker's formidable armada, 
wrecked, on Egg Island, on the 22 August 1711; 
honce its origin. 

At the south east corner of Sous-le-fort and Notre- 
Dame streets, stood until 1629, Champlain's abitation, 
stores and gardens, f destroyed during the first occu- 
pation of the city by the English, 1629 32; not a 
vestige of these structures now remains. 

Just whore the steep, dangerous stops, known as 
break-neck steps terminate, past the entrance to the 
Elevator and where Little Champlain street com- 
mences, may bo noticed a small, square iron trap, 
covering the outlet to a subterranean vault under the 
side walk, excavated for tho city Water Works, in 
1354. 

Whilst tho excavations were going on, tho overseer, 
Mr. Hugh O'Donnell exhumed here some human 
remains; on his disclosing tho circumstance, in the 
course of a conversation, several years later, to the 
Rovd abbds Laverdidre and Gasgrain, there arose a 



t Quite an extensive pile of buildings, judging from the 
Fac Simile op a Sketch, in Champlain's Voyages. 
Edition of 1613. 
** A Store-room ; B, Dove-Cot; C, Arsenal; D, Workmen's 
Quarters ; E, Sun Dial ; F, Forge ; G, Gallery ; H, Quarters of 
Sieur de Champlain ; I, Door of Building, with Drawbridge ; L, 
Walk round ; M, Ditch round Castle ; N, Triangular Platform ; 
0, Garden ; P, Kitchen ; Q, Area ; R, River St. Lawrence." 
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lively, most memorable controversy in the press, on 
the 12ih November, 1866, in which the two antiquaries 
claimed, having discovered, the last resting place of 
the mortal remains of Samuel de Champlain, the 
founderof Quebec, who died on Chrismas D.iy, 1635,* 
and was interred in a sepulcre particulier. 

This discussion assumed quite a different aspect 
some years later, in 1875, by the discovery of new 
documents. Eovd. abbd Casgrain (whose colleague 



* Champlain's Grave and Monument. De Soto sleeps in. 
a nameless grave on the bank of the river he discovere<i, but could 
not name. Sir Humphrey Gilbert perished on a temi)estuov8 
night in mid-ocean ; his grave is a sailor's grave, without name 
and without spot. John Cabot gave to England a continent, and 
not an English-speaking man knows where he is buried. Lief 
Erickson discovered America four hundred years before Columbus 
was born, and the fame of the great deed has been given to 
another. Sir Hugh Willoughby found death and forgetfulness in 
an unknown Lapland harbor. Henry Hudson was turned adrift 
from his ship by his mutinous crew in the midst of the bay that 
bears his name, and at the prime of his life, with his little son* 
drifted to an unknown death . La Salle, the noblest spirit after 
Champlain, and the most daring soul old France ever sent West- 
ward, sleeps where he was murdered, under the verbenas of an 
unknown Texan prairie. La Verendrye, first of white men to see the 
summits of the Rocky Mountains, slumbers tombless. Jogues, the 
priest, first of his race to see the Horicon, was tomahawked in a 
Mohawk village, while the name he gave to the lake has been 
shoved aside for that of the coarse Hanoverian king. Of them all* 
Champlain left, in dying, to the clear knowledge of men who 
were to come after, the two things they most wish to know and 
visit — a grave and a monument. For at Quebec the tourist and 
pilgrim can see the spot whore his body sleeps, and in the lake 
that bears his name they can behold a monument as magnificent 
and enduring as his fame. (W. H. H.Murray.) 
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abbd Lavcixiidre, had died, in 1873) hastened to 
frunkiy withdraw fi*om his first pretentioQ and 
sought for the resting place, after death, of the first 
Governor of Quebec, in the lot in rear of the pre- 
sent City Post Office, where formenly stood the Huron 
fort. Latterly, another Bichmond entered the field : 
Dr. J Harper M. A. F. E. I. S. who, in an erudite essay, 
* selected for Champlain's tomb, the declivity on 
Mountain Hill, to the cast, lower dow»i than the site 
of Prescott Grate whore, until 165*7, had existed the 
first cemetery of Quebec — given up that year, on 
account of the numerous springs of water filtering 
through the soil. 

On reaching the top of Mountain hill, (this high- 
way, a steep forest-footpath until 1623) travellers 
have the option of turning to the right, and skirting 
due east the Quebec Seminary garden wall, within 
which loom out amidst hoary elms, the massive 
building, dome and steeple of the Laval University, 
honored, by the Queen, with a Royal Charter, in 1852 ; 
or, of viewing the Grand Battery, some twenty odd, 
antique 32 pounders " crouching like beasts of prey,** 
ready to hurl destruction on the shipping, in the 
basin, one hundred and fifty feet below. 

Should the traveller instead of proceeding east, 
turn his steps west, in the direction of the Basilica 
Minor, after passing Cardinal Taschereau's palace, a 
plain cut stone building, consti'ucted about 1850, he 
will reach Buade street, which commences at the 



♦ Read before the Literary and Historical Society of Quebec, on 
the 12th April 1888, and included in its Transactions, in 1889. 
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historic Ohien dOr building (our now Post office) ; 
this thoroughfare takos its name from Louis dcBuade, 
Count de Palluau and Frontonac, twice Governor of the 
colony, from 1672 to 1682, and from 1689 to 1698, 
the year of his death. His mortal remains were inter- 
ed in the vaults of the Franciscan Monastery, built, in 
1692, and burnt, in 1796: it faced the old Chateau St. 
Louis and stood partly on the site, on which the 
Anglican Cathedral was erected in 1804, next to the 
present Court House. His remains with those of five 
other * French Governors reposing there, were subs- 
equently committed to the vaults under the Basilica. 
That church, one of the oldest in North America, was 
begun in 1647, having been built on eighty perches of 
land given by one of the first settlers in Quebec, 
Guillaume Couillard and his wife, Guillemotte Hebert, 
with the privilege to Couillard, of owning in the 
Chm'ch, a pew h perpituiti, on payment of 30 livres 
toumois, at each mutation of holder : the merchants 
of Quebec, the Company of one Hundred Partners, 
contributed towards the construction of this place of 
woi*8hip, 1270 beaver skins, then worth 8000 livres. 
On the 18th July, 1666, it was consecrated by Bishop 
Laval, § under the name of the Ohurch of the Immacu- 
laie Coneeption. The fane, subsequently enlarged — 
after being shelled by Admirals Holmes, and Saunders, 

* Samuel de Champlain, M. de Mesy, M. de Callifere, le Mar- 
quis de la Jonqui^re and le Marquis de Vaudreuil. 

§ The remains of Bishop de Laval, were found on the 30 Sept. 
1877. The workmen in excavating the cellar of the Basilica imme- 
diately under the sanctuary, discovered the coffin of Monsei- 
gneur de Laval, the first Roman. Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of 
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fleet, in 1759, was rebuilt a few years after the cou- 
quest: a more modern facade was added, in 1843. 
Its sacred paintings, brought from France, after the 
great revolution of 1789, are well deserving of atten- 
tion. 

Facing the French Cathedral, as it is occasionally 
styled stood until 1877, (west of the former Upper- 
Town Market place, opened about 1636, and closed in 
1844, when it was succeeded by the Garden St. market, 
now tranformed into a square with a jet (Veau^) the 
celebrated Jesuits college, founded in 1635, on six 
arpents of land given by one of the order, Kon^ 



Quebec, and iu fact the first Bishop in British Korth America. 
The wooden coffin was encased in lead, and on the outside of it 
was, in plain, clear letters, the following, in Latin : — 



Hic Jacet 
U. D. Fbanciscus De Laval peimus Quebeceksis 

EpiSCOPUS. ObIIT die 6a MaII, AltNO SAI4UTIS millesimo 
SePTINOENTE SIMO octavo JETATIS SU^E OCTOGESIMO SEXTO, 

Consecrationis quinquagbsimo — 

KeQUIESCAT in PACE. 



** Here repose D D Francois de Laval^ first Bishop of Quebec, 
" died the 6th day of May, in the year of our Salvation, 1708, 
** in the eighty six year of his age, and the fiftieth of his conse- 
** oration. Rest in peace." 

A portion of the top was bent in. The remains were placed in 
a box. They were at once sealed and removed to the vault of the 
Seminary Chapel, where a monument has been erected in honor 
of the great Bishop. 



— 39 — 

H'jhaalt, eldest son of the Marquis of 6amache. It 
dates one year earlier than Harvard College, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. On ihe suppression of the Jesuits Order 
by the Pope, in 17G4, the college escheated to the 
English Crown. It was used after the conquest, 
partly as a magazine for military supplies. The 
Churches, of England and of Scotland also held 
service, in it, until tho Anglican Oathedr:il was built. 
This vast edifice was ulteriorly used as a barrack for 
the British troops stationncd at Quebec, until their 
removal from the colonj'-, in 1870-1. Turning to the 
left, the traveller reaches Anne street, called after 
tho beautiful Ann of Austria, two centuries back. 

Within the private boarding house No. 65, still 
kept by Miss. Lane, from tho upper story of 
which an excellent view is obtainable of the Ursu* 
lines Convent garden and play grounds, William 
Deans Howells, the brilliant Boston novellist wrote 
in 1873, his charming volume on Quebec scenes •* in- 
tituled." — A Chance Acquaintance. 

Proceeding in a westerly direction the tourist soon 
meets with Saint Andrews Church consecrated for 
presbyt«rian worship, on 30ih Nov 1810, by Revd 
Alexander Sparks, who died in 1819. Its respected 
present incumbent, Dr John Cook, has been in charge 
since 1836 — his residence, tho Manse, adjoins it. To 
the west looms out what was for half a century the 
District Jail of Quebec, cammenced in 1810 and 
used first as a prison, in 1814 ; its thick walls as solid 
as ever. One now seeks in vain, over the main entrance 
for the well remembered latin inscription : 

Career iste horns a pravis vindiear^ pos$it t 
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'^ May this prison separate the wicked from the 
good I " 

O.) the site selected for it, according to Hawkins? 
there appeara to have been a species of fort, the 
ruins of which were still visible at the beginning of 
the century. 

The quaint inscription has disappeared, as well as 
the fatal drop and gallows, on which Charland, the 
Monarquee, Moehan and dozens of other criminals 
once stood, before wufling their last adieu to the 
gaping crowd ^^ vioritu?i, tesalaiantJ* Over the main 
entrance there is now a window in lieu of the dismal 
small door, which opened on the fatal iron gallery 
then provided with a pulley and cross beam, the hang- 
man's appliances. Thisold Jail, when the new Jail, on 
the Plains of Abraham was handed over to the Sheriff, 
on the Ist June 1867, was acquired by the Governor 
of Morrin College, gutted, painted and completely 
renovated : the prisoners solid cells in the basement 
were preserved with the flooring covered with the 
i:ntials of the inmates on them. Morrin College, 
is now a flourishing seat of learning ; the north wing 
has been leased for years to the Literary and Historical 
Society^ where this most ancientof Canadian scientific 
Associations has had its museum and library ever since. 
Opposite Morrin College to the west, on Ann street, is 
Tara Hall, erected in 1816 and serving until 1848, as 
a Wesleyan place of worship ; it was afterwards, 
known as Victoria Hall. Eestored, under its present 
new name, it is a popular place of meeting to our 
Milesian brethren, for concerts and social gatherings. 

The traveller before i^eaching, the handsome new 
gate, Kent Gate, forming part of the Diifferin Plans 
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of city improvemontsr, bailt partly oat of our sovc- 
reign's bounty, to eommomorato the memory of her 
father, the late Duke of Kent, an inmate of Quebec 
from 1791 to 179:t, notices, facing it, an unpretentious 
little E. C. church, la Chapelle de la Congrigation. 
It has been handed over to the Jesuits, whose resi- 
dence adjoins it : on the 9lh February 1835, it was 
the scene of midnight sacrilege and robbery. The 
sacred vases and crucifixes, etc. having been carried 
off by Chamber's lawless band, taken to the township 
of Bionghton and subsequently removed to the Cap- 
Eouge woods, where the silver vases, etc. wore 
melted in crucibles, in a deserted forge, near the 
quarries. Quebec breathed freer, when this mur- 
derous crew, with other convicted malefactors to the 
number of nineteen, wore, in the summer of 1837, 
heavily irohncd transported for life to Van Doaman's 
Land, in the brig Cere^^ Capt Squire. 

The thoroughfare facing the Esplanade still 
Government property, and sacred, as of yore, to the 
drill and evolutions of our Dominion Cavalry and 
Artillery corps, took its name of d*Auteuil Street, 
from Attorney General Eaette d'Autcuil,' a landed 
proprietor under early French rule, on St Louis 
street, which it intersects. Lined with fashionable 
dwellings, '.it is, on account of the open area, ornamen- 
tal trees aiid green lawn to the west, sought after 
during the tot sumnier months, as a fresh, enjoyable, 
healthy. locality. 

.On i*ea( hin^ St Louis street, thus named after 
Louis X.UI of France, the traveller, diverging west- 
ward, has his choijeo either of continuing his explo- 
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rations towards the citadel, rearched after passing 
iirst the chain Grate and next, Dalhousic Grate, called, 
in 1827, aftoi- the Earl of Dalhouslo, then G-overnor- 
General of Lower Canada, or else turning towards 
his hotel, through St Louis street, inhabited chiefly 
by Judges and Advocates : nearly facing Parloir 
street, is the Academy of Music. 

On the site, where stood in 1759, Madnrae Hughes 
Pean's house, on St-Louis Street there occurs at 
present an extensive structure. In the beginning of the 
century, it was the residence of judge Elmsley ; many 
years .back, it was purchased by the Ordnance 
Department, as a barrack for the officers of some of 
the British regiments, stationed in the garrison of 
Quebec. It was reserved, after 1867, by the Dominion 
Government out of the property handed over to the 
province, at confederation, as quarters for some of the 
staff of the Dominion military forces. 

On this site stood of yore, the residence of the 
Lotbinidre family ; here took place as stated in the 
journal of the superior of the Jesuits, under date of 
4th February 1667, the first ball in New Franco, pos- 
sibly in North America, given by sibur L. T. Char- 
^ier de Lotbini^ro, to celebrate his appointment, by 
the French King, as first Lieutenant Gr4iidral au civil 
et au criminel ; Quebec social circles, wer^ probably, 
more select than extensive in 1667, beipg composed 
of the officers of the dia^hing ' CaHgnan-Sali^res 
regiment : de Saint Oui*8, de la Valtrie, de Contrecoeur, 
de Sorel, de Ghambly, de La Naadi^ro, the Marquis 
of Tracy, Govei*nor de OooroelleB, Intendant Talon, 
the members of the sovereign Goancil, Messrs Taehe- 
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rcau, Duchesnay dc Saint Denis, LeGardeur de Tilly, 
RoaerdeYilleray. This ball seems to have been quite 
an event in the little world of Quebec and drew forth 
from the revd Chronicler the exclamation. " God grant 
that nothing further come of it *M A century later, in 
1759, Angdlique des Meloises, Bigot's fair charmer,held 
here her little court. In that splendid historical novel 
on the times. Lb Chien D'or, by William Kirby, F. 
E. S. C. of Niagara, we read the following: "The 
family mansion of (he des Meloises, was a tall and 
rather pretentious edifice, overlooking the fashiona- 
ble Eue Saint Louis, where it still stands old and 
melancholy, as if mourning over its departed splen- 
dors. Few eyes look up nowadays to its broad facade. 
It was otherwise when the beautiful Angelique sat 
of summer evenings on the balcony surrounded by a 
bevy of Quebec's fairest daughters, who loved to 
haunt her window j, where they could see and be 
seen to the best advantage, exchanging salutations, 
smiles and repartees with the gay young officers and 
gallants who rode or walked along the lively thorough- 
fare.** 

Le ChieU'd'or. The Golden Dog, a historical Romance by 
W. Kirby,— pftg€ 154. Edition of 1877. . 



QUEBEC TO JACQUES CARTIER'S 
MONUMENT 



A EAM.BLE THROUGH QUEBEC OF OLD 
WITH A SPECTRE. 



MfDNiGHT Mass on Christmas Eve, 1535, on board 

Jacques Cartier's little squadron, near 

Ha :e Point, on the St. Charles, 

AT Quebec. 

<*Oii the 24th December, 1885, at Quebec, the author of 
** Une File d.'. Noel sous Jacques Cartier** met Laverdi^re on the 
Grande AlUe" Ernest Myrand, 

As Charles Laverdi^re, tho learned annotalor of 
the voyages of tho discoverer of Canada, and of those 
of the founder of Quebec, had then been dead twelve 
years, it is evident that the personage who accosted 
Ernest Myrand on this memorable night, and who 
furnished the subject of his weird dialogue, was not 
the genial good Abb^ Laverdi^re, such as we knew 
him in the flesh. It might have been a genial phantom? 
delegated to wander on earth in our frosty December 
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woathor, oven on nights not specially sot apart, by 
popular boliof, for supornataral visitations, such as 
All Souls' Bay I 

Tho reader may expect, strange though it may 
scorn, a vivid, perhaps not unwclconno, appeal to the 
teeming realms of the imagination, in order to obtain 
a portraiture in bold relief, of scenes purporting to 
have been enacted in our midst more than three 
hundred and fifty years ago. 

Our cicerone will bo a youthful writer, loo-ing tho 
roin to his exuberant fancy, and seeking both to 
amnso, and instruct by carefully paraphrasing the 
records of tho past. 

What Jules Vorno did for science, Flamraarion for 
astronomy, Mr. Myrand would fain undertake for 
Ounttdian history. A competent author ty* tells us 
in plain terms he is not unlikely to succeed. 

Tho writer has chosen as the locale of this ghostly 
encounter tho Grande AlUe^ leading to Sillery whore it 
diverges into the Belvidcro road. A-suredly ho could 
not have selected a more apt instructor in Canadian, 
history than tho Kov. Abbe Laverdi^ro. Tho Abba's 
ghost is not one of those morose, ill-mannered spec- 
tres, pooping at nightfall from behind tombstones in 
rustic cemeteries, but an alert, sprightly, woll-infor- 
mod, disembodied spirit, evincing at every step proofs 
of tho scholarly learning which brought it, when in 
the flesh, academical honours. To a most natural 
question put to it by tho young student of history — 



• Abbe Begin (now bishop of Chicoutimi\ in introduction to 
work. 
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as to where it came from, it replied that at that late 
hour, 1 1.30 p. m., it had just returned from payi^n^ 
its respects to the monument at Sillery f 

Hoping Mr. Myrand won't object to us having a 
word to say, especially when the sacred name of 
Sillery is mooted, we might point out several neigh- 
boring spots where the ghost of a historian, evoked 
for the nonce, might love to linger — such, for ins- 
tance as the green wood where Father Li^geois was 
beheaded in the summer of 1655, where now stands 
Clermont, while a few rods to the west, Arnold's Green 
Mountain Boys made a successful raid at Christmas, 
1775, on Lieut.-Governor Cramahe's larder, stripping 
his farm house of^ — its valuables.. Those broad acres, 
dear to our youthful neighbour, Gustavus G. Sluqirt, 
Esq., Q. C, are now known as Meadowbank. 

Lot me first formally introduce tho learned phan- 
tom : " Kothing fantastical, " says Myrand, " was 
apparent in the demeanor of the archaeological 
pi'iest; no flowing garment over tho bust ofaskcle. 
ton ; nor was his, a grave, solemn, chilling, silent 
deportment ; nothing sinister in his looks, sepulchral 
in his voice, livid in his countenance. Tho gusts of 
the night wind affected him not, nor was his form 
transparent as that of an ordinary spirit should be; 
his outline was projected on the snow in immaculate 



t Erected by the Silleryonians to the founder of the settlement 
Commander Brulart de Sillery, and to the Missionary, Father 
Ennemond Masse, at rest und ;r the nave of his little chapel, at 
Sillery Cove, since 12th May, 1646. 
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whiteness, and gave ono tho idea that his shadow 
would yield to tho touch. 

" Can your gaze,'' softly said the phantom, " tdke • 
in this Quebec of the past ? There goes Brulart de 
Sillery, a Commander of the Order of Malta; Charles 
Huault de Montmagny, a brave knight of St. John 
of Jerusalem ; Bras de For de Chateaufort. Here 
come Champlain, M. do Monts, M. de Chattes, Chauvin, 
the Marquis de la E)cho, Eoberval, Jacques-Cartier, 
Yerrazani ; '* and Laverdi^re. seemed as watching in 
silence and lovingly tho stately procession of disco- 
verers, groat captains and administrators, as thoy 
passed before him in chronological order. *^No, *, 
added tho ethereal visitor, " it is not tho Quebec of to. 
day one cares to study, but the sturdy fortress alive 
with warlike pageants in tho pasfc — the triumphant 
Quebec of the 21st December, ITTS ; the sorrowing 
city of tho 13th September, 1759 ; Frontenac's proud 
fortaliceof tholGih October, 1690; Kirk's Puritanical 
towa of tho 20th July, 1629, whon British colours 
wore temporarily floating from the bastions of the 
Chateau St, Louis ; Champlain's nascent Kebecq of 
the 3rd July, 1608; primitive and wild Stadadona, 
the barbarous home of Chief Donnacona and his 
copper-coloured warriors ; the cluster of Algonquin 
huts, nestling like chickens under their mother's 
wing ; tho Canada grasped on the 14th September, 
1535, by the immortal Jacques Cartier." 

Thus magnificently discoursed to me the ghost of 
Charles Honors Laverdi^re, M. A., at half-past 1 1 p.m. 
on the 31st December, 1885, as we leisurely walked 
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along the 6i*ando AUde, tho antique and fashionable 
street />ar exeellence o£ iho Ancient Capital. Laver- 
didro had died twelve years previoup, on the 11th 
March, 1873. I ought to have recollected that tho 
historian had cease 1 to belong to tho living. Some 
how or other, I was, as I have since thought, under 
a kind of a spell, else how could I have failed to tibk 
him whence ho came. I could not have been quite 
myself, else I should not have struck up, as I walked, 
an old French song on this Christmas eve. I may 
have felt a secret fear and sang : 

** Y a trois petits aDges 
Descendus du ciel, 
Chantant les louanges 
Du Pfere Eternel ! " 

Wo wore rapidly ncaring the city gat s ; soon we 
ascended les huttes-h-Nepveu (Pcrrault*s Hill), casting, 
as wo wont along, a glance behind at tho solid 
dismantled Martello Tower, dating from 1806, a 
moijrnfiil, forgotten sentry, seemingly left in the cold 
by the B.itish legions. Wo boih lingered here a 
moment, under tho spoil of the wondrous panorama 
spread around. To tho north, tho populous, progres- 
sive city ward honored with tho name of Montcalm ; 
in the distance, the verdant woods of Ste. Foyc; to 
the south, across tho ?2t. Lawrence, tho thickly inha- 
bited heights of St. B'>muald and St David do TAubc- 
Eivi^re ; to the west, the waiving pine groves of 
Spencer Wood, the woll-kept highway leading to 
Silleiy, the smiling country-seats around a d beyond 
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Mount Ploasiint, embowcrqfi like nosts in the over- 
hanging woods ; histly, the sweetly pretty valley of 
the meandering St- Charles. 

" What changes in the mis-en-scine of the city ! " 
exclaimed Laverdidre. 

" Are they not for the better ? " said I, " though 
evidently you are not in a mood to be compli- 
mentary." 

A faint smile stole over the placid features of the 
ghost; recovering itself, with becoming gravity, it 
thus expressed itself: 

^' There, down in Si. Louis street, T can dcsciy the 
tenement of the coopeV, PranQois Gobert, where 
Montgomery was laid out ; also the site of young- 
Surgeon Arnoux's dwelling, where Montcalm, sorely 
hurt, was conveyed at mid-day, on the 13lh September, 
1759. Close by, sUuids Madame Hugues-Pean's house, 
a present from Bigot. Some fewyai"ds beyond, on the 
opposite side, at the corner of Parloir and Stadacona 
streettii, AbbdYignal had his house and gardens, close 
to the hoary cloister of St. Ursula, before ho left the 
city, at the call of duty, fur Montreal, where, at la 
Prairie de la Magdeleine^ on the 27ih October, 1661, 
he was murdered roasted and partly eaten by the 
Iroquois." 

"I own up to belonging to that class which Horace 
styles Laudatores Temporis Actiy'' added the genial 
phantom, " so, do not be surprised at the tone of my 
remarks; please also to bear in mind I am not alone 
in this way of thinking. The time was when Quebec 
held, as administrator an enlightened diplomat — 
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Lord Dufferin. To him the Ancient Capital owes iho 
rebtoration of her city gates — a sacred inheritance 
from our fathers — when threatened to-be rased by 
the stupidity of the Town Council. Pause and admire 
this far-sighted statesman I 

Had I his wealth. power and prestige, I, too, would 
strive to complete his patriotic project." 

Can you wonder if I am led to recall only the 
glorified past." 

We had gradually penetrated into the neighbour- 
hood of the Basilica, passing on our way through 
Parloir street, St. Ursula's old and extensive cloister, 
and next, the deserted site where, until 1877, stood 
the famous Jesuit College, whose solid walls at last 
succumbed to dynamite alone, when our ears were 
assailed by a deafening clangor of church bells : the 
carillon of the Basilica, that of St. John's Church, of 
St. Roch, of St. Sauveur, all ihe city bells, in fact, 
except one — that of the Jesuits Chapel — silent, 
alas 1 all calling the faithful to Midnight Mass. The 
streets were crowded to excess. Just at that moment 
the musical chime of the Anglican Cathedral pealed 
forth its sweet, weird melody, passing dear to Britith 
ears, Auld Lang Syne; the old year, with its sorrows, 
ushering in a hopeful new Christmas. Evidently 
joyful tidings wei'e at hand : Adeste fideles, laeii 
triumphantes 1 How my heart yearned to enter the 
sacred edifice of the Basilica 1 I longed to hear again 
the solemn tones of its great organ — to inhale the 
fragrant incense ascending in clouds heavenward.. . • 
but ano'hor mission awaited me." 
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Tho above ia but a faint outline of some of the 
incidents most eloquently discoursed on by the 
youthful Mr. Myiand in the first part of his 
dialogue with a spectre who had joined him on tho 
Grande All4e, on Christmas Eve, 1885. Let us for tho 
present close it with the appropriate, french, 
Christmas carol : 

** Nouvelle agr^able ! 

Un Sauveur Enfant nous est ne I 
C'est dans une etable 
Qu'il nous est donn^." 

II 

In the previous chapter, it was our pleasant office to 
follow the erratic footseps of Ernest Myrand, led by 
his genial phantom, as far as the threshold of the 
Basilica, in Quebec, on the eve of Christmas, 1535. 
We left him within its sacred portals, at a quarter to 
twelve, with a few minutes to spare before the into- 
nation of Midnight Mass. 

We must now prepare for one of those wondrous 
feats peculiar to fairy tales, where genii convey their 
heroes through the realms of space with slender re- 
gard to time or distance. 

Fully three miles intervene between the Basilica — 
the trysting-place of our two mysterious visitors at a 
quarter to twelve — and the Lairet stream, * whero 



* The Lairet stream, s^ys Abbe Chs. Trudelle, borrows its 
name from Francois Lairet, one of the pioneer settlers, at Cliar* 
lesbourg — Histoire ds CharUsbourg. 
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the Grande Hermine, the Petite Sermine nnd the Erne- 
rillon, Cartior*8 ci-aft, were laid up far the winter of 
1535-G. For all that, the eager pilgrims aie expected 
to reach the spot in time for Midnight Mass, celebrat- 
ed there three hundred and fifty year^ ago. 

After trudging briskly ov6r the crisp, whitened* 
surface, glistening under the bright, stjirry Canadian 
skies.tho benighted wanderers struck on a dense wood, 
where Donnacona, the Sachem of Stadacona, and his 
unreliable -- shall we say — unfriendly warrioi*e, held 
sway. They both crossed it very cautiously — in the 
deepest silence — lest even the snapping of a dry 
twig might rouse from their lairs the quick-cared and 
light-footed foe. Soon they reached the bank of a 
frozen river, which the great explorer of Canadian 
wilds had called Ste. Croix, on account of the exalta- 
tion of the Holy Cross, on the 14th of September, 
1535, when he entered it. To Donnacona it was 
known as Cabir-Coubat, which means " many wind- 
ings.'* Eighty years afterwards the EecoUets 
named 'it the Saint Charles, in honour of Charles de 
BoiieSjGrrand Vicaire de Pontoise,the pious ecclesiastic, 
who founded their mission in New France. Presently, 
whilst listening in rapt silence to the faint sound of a 
bell, as if a great distance off, they were startled by 
meeting two stalwart Indians, dragging along a to- 
boggan on which was stretched a dead cariboo. 

" Who are they and where are they going ? " asked 
Mr. Afyi and. 

"They are," replied the phantom, "Jacques 
Cartier's interpreters — Taignongny and Doraag y. 
They are going to Stadacona." 
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" And I marvelled how it could know all this." 

Passing over the singular and strikini^ f rcscm- 
blantjc which the spectre pointed out to his travolling 
friend between the contour of the L:ii ret stream, and 
Jacques Carticr's familiar profile, Ernest Myrand was 
plodding on meditatively, pondering in his own mind 
as to whether Donnacona's Indian capital really 
occupied, as Laverdi^re had said, the site at the 
Coteau Ste. Genevieve, whereon St. John's Suburbs 
would be built in after years, when the phantom, 
stopping short, outstretched a transparent hand, 
pointing excitedly to these objects in view round the 
point, exclaimed in a shrill, piercing voice, *' Jacques 
Cartiee's three ships ! " 

Eeally, Monte Christo Dumas could not have 
pronounced in a more dramatic way " Mes Trois 
Mousquetaires ! " 

The author favours us next with an elaborate 
discussion as to the size, % build and itrmamontof the 
discoverer's vessels : tlio diminutive ocean-craft of 
other days, such, for instance, the cockle-shell with 
which, in 1598, the Marquis de la Eoche crossed the 
Atlantic — ** que da ponty onpouvait se laver les mains 
dans la mer " — so very small and low in the water 
'* that a person from deck could, according? to an old 
narrative, wash his hands in tho sea " Two hundred 



t A striking sketch of both appear at page 77 of Mr. Myrand's 
work. 

t The tonnage of Cartier's three ships is given as follows : — 
The Grande Hermine, 120 tons ; the Petite Hermine, 60 tons ; 
"^the Emerillon, 40 tons. 
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and twenty-five years later, in 1860, the Great Eiistcrn, 
22^500 tons, would be steaming past, a mile or more 
to the east of where La Grande Hennine and her two 
cor:sorts were safely wintering in 1535 — after 
braving the perils of the stormy Atlantic. 

But let us hurry on, heedless of the wealth of anti- 
quarian lore so profusely spread through Myrand's 
curious dialogue, and advance closer to the historic 
Grande Hermine^ where we will bo formally intro- 
duced to the St. Malo captain, his devoted lieutenants 
and intrepid mariners — all fully described and 
identified. We must refer the reader, for further 
particulars of this very interesting portion of Cana- 
dian history, to the several pi'ize § essays, just 
published on Jacques Cartier and his times. 

La Grande Hermine 

bom Guillaumo Le B:eton, the first almoner of the 
fleet, in the absence of his surpliced colleague, Bom 
Anthoine, was just then reading from the sacred book 
the account of the birth of Christ, of the Star in the 
East, of the Magi, when the spectre drew the atten- 
tion of his companion to the joyful Christmas deco- 
ration of the ship. The hull was hidden under 



§ Four medals were offered by His Honour Lieut. -Governor 
Augers to competitors for prize Essays — subject : ** Jacques 
Cartier and His Times." Silver medal awarded by judges to 
Joseph Pope, Civil Service^ Ottawa ; silver medal, Dr. N. E. 
Dionne, Quebec ; bronze medal, H. B. Stephens, Montreal ; 
Uver medal, Joiion de Lougra^'s, Rennes, France. 
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wrcalhs of evergreen, culled from the neighboring 
spruce and pine forest ; the port-holes festoonei 
alike; in the aft part of the main cabin, encircled in 
a Fliield of small arpis, floated, conspicuously, the 
white banner of Francis I., with the word " France'* 
ill largo letters on a white gix)und ; the sailors bore 
lighted tapers, whose flame brought out, in this 
improvised chambre ardente in strong relief, the blue 
uniforms of the stalwart Breton sailors, who sur- 
rounded their respected chief — easily recognisable 
by his sharp features and long flowing beard ; he 
stood next to his lieutenants — Marc Jalobert, master 
and pilot of the Petite Hermine, and Guillamne Le 
Breton Bastille^ master and pilot of the Emerillon. 

La Petite Hermine. 

Lavordi6re*s ghost then beckoned me to follow. We 
crossed over the frozen space lying between the 
Grande Hermine and her consort, the Petite Hermine 
and climbed her low side, descending to the cabin 
below through its dimly-lit companion ladder. 

A strange, overpowering spectacle awaited us in 
the narrow abode. For an instant I fancied I was 
stalking through the sick wards of the Hotel-Dieu 
Hospital. 

Careful precautions had been taken to exclude the 
icy breath of winter from^this miserable den, whose 
inmates — plague-stricken and forlorn — twenty-five 
all told — where writhing in anguish, and tossing in 
disturbed dreams, and visions of the homes of their 
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youth, in their hflmmocks, the victims of the awful 
disease,?^ mal de terre, known as scurvy,— with swollen 
gums, cancerous and loathsome pustules over their 
"persons, which made them pray for death as a release 
from their intolerable sufferings. The atmosphere was 
too close and unhealthy, even for a ghost. We were 
hunying away and cast our eyes for a last time on 
this array of suffering humanity, when wo spied 
Dom Anthoine leaning over the emaciated form of a 
scorbutic subject, a Breton, by name Ecu men el, whom 
he was trying to rouse by tolling him of the birth of 
a Saviour; but the sick man turning away his face, 
uttered in despair the words, " Landcrneau, my dear 
village." 

The author then presents, in connection with the 
Petite Hervxine, transformed by Cartie? for the nonce, 
into an hospital, a vivid, very circumstantial, 
enumeration of the afflicted tars — tlieir name, origin 
etc. St. Malo, Lorient, Quiberon, St. Bruno, St. Oast, 
Dol, Landerneau could each count more than one 
sturdy son amon:x the scorbutic patients. Several 
might doubtless have been saved had Chief Donnacona 
announced earlier his infallible Indian cure — a decoc- 
tion of spruce boughs, styled " Ameda," and subs- 
equently applied with wondrous success, * " In the 



* Scurvy — Is mal de terre — was supposed to be caused by too 
prolouged a use of salted meat as food. It was not confined to 
New France. Benjamin Suite notices its ravages in Acadia 
in 1604.5. 
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raidst of Dom Anthoine'b f eiTand of morcy, a loud 
i-oport shook tho timbers of tho vossol, and tho roused 
sick sailors, realising at once its meaning, made an 
effort to leave their hammoc;k<. It was a salvo of 
guns from Jacques Cartier's fort, built close by, fired 
at tho elevation of the Host in tho Grande Hermine, 
Forgetting for an instant thoir unguinh, the sivk men 
tried to repeat after their kind monitor, the bweet, 
solemn, old anthem of tho R>man Catholic liturgy — 
Veni, Creator Spiritus ! Amidst the moans of the dying 
sailors, racked with the dear memories of that unfor- 
gotten home far away across tho son, La Brctagno 
we left tho cabin of tho Petite Hennine and emerged 
into the koon wintry air, with the sou d of Cartier's 
salvo of artillery still booming in our cars, rovcrborat- 
od by the wild echoes of the Laurcntidos mounlai'ns 
to the north " 



t The •presence of Roman CJatholic priests with Cartier on his 
second voyage to Canada, is a question much debated by com- 
mentators. The student of Canadian history is referred to the 
excellent prize Essays on Jac [ues-Cartier, recently published, 
which sum up nearly all the available evidence pro and con, Mr. 
Joseph Pope in his Essay, after adducing many curious texts 
and authorities leaves it an open question, though he seems to 
incline to the negative pp. 62, 69, 95 : whilst Dr. N. E. Dionne, 
in his volume, pronounces for the affirmative, pp. 120, 121, 283, 
284, 286—** Adhm subjudice lis est:* 
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The Emerillon. 

On ijuittiiig the dismal infirmary of the Petite 
Hermine^ the weary travell rs, according to Mr. My- 
raiid, agreed to call at, and inspect Jacques Cartier's 
solid palisaded fort, erected by him on the shore of 
the St. Charles, close by, as a protection against 
Indian surprises. 

Lavordidre attempted to force open its massive 
door. Ityiolded not, however, to his ghostly effort. 
The noise called forth a loud and prolonged yelping 
from the Indian curs in the neighbourhood, which 
soon WAS taken up and responded to by the dogs of 
Sladacona. The din was increased by the shrill bark 
of foxes, and dismal howling of some hungry wolves 
prowling about the thickets on the neighbouring 
heights. 

" There, there lies the Emerillon! " ejaculated Laver- 
di6re, not my old favorite, the swift Emerillon, J of 
the Quebec Yacht Club, but Jacqiies Cartier's tiny 
ocean craft. 

It is especially, when trying to portray such thrill 
ing scenes as the one that follows, that the sober- 
minded historian fails and has to admit his inferiority, 
for ffect, compared to the narrator of the Jules 
Verne romantic school. 



J One of the favourite amusements of the abbi Laverdifere in 
his later years, was cruising about the Quebec harbour in one of 
the Quebec Yacht Club's crafts. 



— 59 — 

" In a trice," says Myrand, •* wo had foachod the 
Emerillon's deck, removed the forchateh and descen- 
ded into the forecastle, whore a small binnacle lamp 
threw around an uncertain glare. The flame flickered 
as the nighlwind entered through two port-holes, 
such as ships-of-war had in the olden time. There 
was perceptible a strong smell as of spruce boards 
recently plained. In the centre, on blocks, rested a 
box seven feet long by two feet hijh. Around it, a 
car? enter's tool chest, a book and some nails with a 
hammer." 

" What did it contain, and the woikmcn, where 
wei e they ? " 

The spectre, taking dowi from the ceiling the 
suspended lamp, allowed its flickering light to fall 
on the singular object. "O horror I I saw it was a 
coffin, and that it held the dead body of a man — 
Philippe de Eougemont, " says Ernest Myrand. 

The discovery of iho remains of de Eougement of 
Amboise, France — deceased about 32 years of age — 
the only follower whose death Cartier mentions by 
name in his narrative, furnishes, the author with 
material for a very touching forecast of the sorrow 
in store for de Eougemont's poor mother when 
Cartier's squadron shall return to St. Malo without'* 
her son. But of the st.- iking passage, like many 
others in the volume, I am compelled to omit further 
notice for lack of space. 

Soon Guillaume Sequart and Jchan Duvert, ship 
carpenters, aided by Eustache Grossin, mariner, made 
their appearance to prepare the body of their dead 
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companion for iatermcnt, poribrfning the solemn 
duty amidst oxpi*esAions of deep regret at the early 
demise of one so full of bright promise. 

De Kougemont was tenderly placed on a layer of 
gi'een, fragrant spruce boughs, in his rude coffin, 
preparatory to being buried under twelve feet of 
snow at the moulh of the St. Michel stream, which 
empties in the St. Chiirlcs, as a ])rocautionary measure 
against the assaults of the ravenous Indian dog.^, and 
wild animals infesting the surrounding forest. 

The work, or rather the chapter, closes with an 
account of the discovciy to take place at this spot, of 
the decaying timbers of the Petite Herminey three 
centuries later, in 1843, by Joseph Hamel, City 
Engineer, of Quebec. Ample details of this antiqua- 
rian trmivaille appear in Noilson*so!d Quebec Gazette^ 
in the Quebec Mercury and in Le Canadien, over the 
signatures of Groo. B. Faribault and D.-. John Charlton 
Fisher, of Quebec. Every page of Uae Fete de Noel 
sons Jacques Cartier abounds with historical data, 
with most copious texts in the foot-notes in support 
of Mr. Myrand's application of the Jules Verne pro- 
cess to popularize Canadian hi-tory. With the favou- 
rable testimony it elicited from the late Rector of 
the Bcole Normale-Laval, at Quebec, Revd. L. N. 
B^gin,* as to the historical matter and Mr. Myrand's 



* Since created Bishop of the Saguenay Diocese, at Chicoutimi, 
See his able letter printed as an Introduction to Mr. Myrand's 
Volume. Since these lines were penned, the popularity of the 
work has called forth a second edition, which has furnished the 
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mode of treating it, wo aro hippy to agroo, hoping 
this fii-bt, wont bo tho last literary oifort, of the yoiith- 
ftil author of Une FHe de No'6l sons Jacques Cartier, 
Spencer Grrangc, Christmas Eve, 1S89. 



JACQUES CARTIER'S MONUMENT AT QUEBEC 

24 June, 1889. 

St Jean Bapthte Day, in Juno, 1889, was kept as 
usual, as a red-letter day, in the peaceful existence of 
Qiicbeccrs, the anniversary of tho national festival 
of tho French clement. A date passing dear to ihe sons 
of old Franco forgathord by her in the valley of the 
Si Ltiwrence, it of course called forth gushes of 
national feeling. It did more, however, on the 24lh 
June hist; it took the foim of tho celebration of a 
groat historical event, having beon chosen to inau- 
gurate also a monument in honor of the famous St 
Malo sea captain, Jacques Cartier, tho fii-st explorer 
of Canadian wilds, more than three and a half 
centuries back. 

Tho idea of such a celebration was not however 
new. It dated of 14th September 1835, exactly three 
hundred years, from the landing at Hare Poin*, on 
the St Charles, of the noted discoverer. A much 
respected Quebec antiquary, George B. Faribault, for 
years, President of the Literary and Historical Society 



author with an opportunity to correct several misprints as to 
dates and other slight inaccuracies. Mr. Myrand, it is stated, is 
now engaged in writing a novel on the era of Frontenac 
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was its father ; he was however ably seconded in his 
eiilightened project by an Oxford graduate, Dr John 
ChailLoii Fisher L. L. D. lately joint-editor of the 
New Yot'k AlbioUj and invited to Quebec by the Earl 
of Dalhousie, then Governor General, to edit the 
Quebec Gazette by authority. A committee of* 
fifteen of ihe loading citizens, headed by the mayor, 
had been named at a public meeting ; and a wooden 
cross erected to commemorate the event. It is 
unnecessary to state here that no vestige of this 
cross, existed fifty four years later, in 1889. 

This famous celebration, was due to the laudablo 
efforts of the President of theSt-Jean-Bapliste Society, 
Amedde Eobitaillo, Esq., Jules Tessier Esq., M. P.P., 
Mr. Jos. Beauehamp, its energetic Secretary, H. J. J. 



* His Honor, the Mayor of Quebec, R. E. Caron, late Lt. 
Governor of the Province. 

Revd Messire Jerome Demers, superior of the Quebec Semi- 
nary. 

Colonel Joseph Bouchette, the eminent topographer. 

Michel Clone t, merchant. 

G. B. Faribault, barrister. 

Dr John C . Fisher, President of the Literary and Historical 
Society. 

Hector Simon Huot, Barrister. 

Joseph Legar^, jr., artist. 

Louis MassuH, merchant. 

Dr Joseph Morrin, Founder of Morrin College, 

Dr Joseph Parent, a noted Physician. 

William Sewell, Sheriff of Quebec. 

Pierre Pelletier, merchant. 

W. B. Lindsay, Clerk of the House of Assembly. 

Edouard Glackemeyer, Notary Public, 
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B. Chouinard Esq., M. P.,* Mr. J.H. Edraond Plamon- 
don, and other prominent raembera, and powerfully 
aided by the literary committee of the Cercle CathO' 
Uquede Quebec, presided over by Mr. BE. Tach6,doputy 
commissioner of Crown Lands, patronised by the 
offerings of the Governor General, Lieut, -Governor and 
leading citizens of Quebec and Montreal. It had been 
talked of and written about for years. Mr. Ernest 
Gagnon, Secretary to the Provincial Board of Woiks, 
had suggested the idea as early as 1882. 

All Canada, was supposed to bo represented in this 
compact crowd of 100,000 beaming spectators. 

His Eminence, the Cardinal, His Honor, the Lieut. 
Governor, the Prime Minister of the Province, 
members of Parliament, Presidents of the St. George, 
St. Andrew, Saint Patrick Societies, the professor^, 
savanfSy antiquaries of all Quebec, the pupils of the 
public schools had mustered, that morning, on the 
green banks of the Si. Charles, to listen in rapt silence 
to the eloquent addresses, patriotic speeches and 
stirring appeals, uttered on that gala day. All Canada 
was represented, did we say, in this pageant, French 
of course, by its aspirations and Koman Catholic in 
its leading features, one representative man however 
was inissing : the last survivor of the family 
of the great discoverer, a resident, at present, of 



* Author of the Fite Nationale des Canadkns francais, published 
in 1881, and of a second volume under the same title, for the 
festivals of 1881-1889, published in 1890. 
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Franco, near Bordeaux, a proicstanl, * says Dr N. 
B. Dionno, iho cicvor bistoriogi-aphcr, of the fostlTal. 
How singular the fate of individuals and families! 

The site of the monument is at the confluence of 
the little Lairet stream with the St. Charles, about a 
mile from Quebec, on a slight elevation of the soil, 
with the city in the back ground. An excellent view 
can bo obtained of its principal point* of interest ; 
to the west is scon St. Eoehs, then the suburbs of St. 
John, surmounted by MountPlcasant, away to 
the cast, the Parliament House, tho Upper Town and 
the Battery, tho Basilica and tho Lival University. 
The monument, which is erected in the centre of the 
enclosure above described is 22 f.ct high. 

It is almost square in form, measuring 8 feet at 
tho base, and 3 feet at tlio summit, which has quite 
an ornamented cornice. The granite of which the 
monument is composed is polished on each of its four 
sides. On tho north face is found Jacques Cartier's 
shield with tho device Semper fidelis^ and immediately 
below tho following inscription. 

JACQUES CARTIER 

ET SES HaRDIS COWPAQNONS 

LES MARiNS 

DE LA GRANDE UERMINB, 

LA PETITE HERMINE 

ET DE L'EMERILLON 

PASSilRENT ICI L'niVER 

DE 1535-36 

* ** Le seul survivant de la famille du grand Docouvreur, reside 
actuellement 2i Sainte-Foy-la-Grande, pr6s de Bordeaux, et il est 
protestant de croyaiice." {Jacques Oartier, ouvrage couronn€ par 
Son Ilonneur, le Lieuteimnt Gouvernctir de la Province de Quebec, 
N. JE.nwhtefP. 181.) 
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Below Ibis is the crest of Lord Stanley of Preston, 
Grovernor-Gencral of Canada; his arms, a helmet sur- 
mounted by an eagle with spread wings, and device 
Sans changer. 

On the cast side is this inscription : 

LE 23 8BPTEMBBE, 1625 

LES pIiRL'S 

JEAN DS BREBEUF, ENNEMOND 

MASSfi, ET CHARLES LALtMANT 

PRIRENT SOLKNNELLEMENT POSSESSION 

DU TERRAIN APPELfi FORT JACQUES- 

CARTIER, SITUfi AU CONFLUENT 

I>£S RlVltSRES ST-CHAULES ET 

LAIRET POUR Y ERI- 

GBR LA PltEMlllRE 

RESIDENCE 

DES MISSIONNAIRES jfiSUITES 

X QUEBEC. 

• 

Below ihis is found thecresl of Lieutenant-Governor 
Angers with the device : Par droicts chemins. 

The south side is surrounded with the arms of the 
Cercle Cathollque de Quebec ; their armr*, an angel's head, 
with wings extended over a shield representing the 
Sacred Heart, with the device : In manifestatione 
veritatis, and this inscription : 

LE 3 MAI, 1536 

JACQUES CAETIEK 

FIT PLANTER X l'kNDROIT OtJ IL VENAIT 

DE PASSER L'HIVER UNE CROIX DE 

35 PIEDS DE HAUTEUR PORTANT 

L'fiCCSSON FLEURDELIS^ ET 

l'insoription 

Franciscus Primus dei Gracia rex, 

Regnat 

4 
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Below the inscription is the crest of Cardinal 
Taschereaa, and the device : In fide, spe et caritate 
certandtm. 

On the wet<t side is engraved a palm with the 
names of the Jesuit martyrs Jogues, Garnier, Masse 
and de None at the right, and Brobeaf, Lallemant 
Bateux and Daniel on the left. Below is the shield 
of the Jesuit ot*der and device: Ad majarem Dei 
gloriam. 

An iron railing surrounds the lot of ground pur« 
chased by the CeroJe Catholique, from George Holmes 
Parke, Esquire, J. P. the genial pi"oprietor of Ming 
field. 

The monument was designed by Mr. E. E. Tach^* 
and executed by Mr. J. A. Belanger. The granite of 
which it is composed comes from the quarries of 
Migwick, on the line of the Quebec and Lake St 
John Rail Wily. 



QUEBEC TO MONTMORENCI 



An excellent turnpike road leads past the Dor- 
chester bridge, (erected by Asa Porter, in 1789, and 
called after Lord Dorchester, then Governor General 
of Canada) through a double row of neat cottages, 
and white farm houses, to the foaming cataract of 
Montmorenci. 

Previous to 1789, the St. Charles was crossed by a 
scow ; and, at low water, at a ford. 

One of the most conspicuous landmarks in this 
neighborhood towards the shore, at La Oanardiir€j in 
a line with Hedleyville, is Maizerets j a long two 
story farm-house belonging to the Quebec Seminary, 
where their blue-coated boys, each Thursday, spend 
their weekly holiday, since time immemorial, walking 
back to the city with the descending shades ot eve- 
Bing, and awakening the echoes of the Boauport shore 
with theirjolly old French songs: Za Claire Fontaine, 
— Par derriere chez man pire, — En roxdant, ma Boule 
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lo.dnht^ he, : tho ushor in charge, wilh his long black 
cusboek flowing to the night wind, merrily joining 
iiLihc chcrus. 

In 1778, the dear old mansion was rebuilt after 
having been ruthlessly burnt to the ground by Ool. 
Benedict Arnold's rude followers, in the fall of 1775, 

In 1850, it Wiis enlarged to its present size. A dimi- 
nutive island, christened in July, 1852, St, Hya- 
cinihe (2), was added, in the centre of the sheet of 
water in rear of the house, and communicating, at 
high tide, with the S\ Lawrence. It is provided with 
row boats, canoes, &c. 

This long, narrow pond, served in 1759, in lieu of 
a ditch, to one of General Montcalm's redoubts; for a 
buccession of years, in summer, it has been the source 
of unspeakable enjoyment, on each weekly holiday, to 
tho Seminary scholursf — Grede experto. 

On the 7lh March, 1850, the pupils, in solemn con- 
clave, and after exhaustive discussion ot several 
names proposed — among which that of Montigny 
(after the great Bishop Laval, Abbd de Montigny, 
founder of the Petit Siminaire, in 1668) came promi. 
nently to the front — decided that their pleasant 
holiday place should be known to succeeding genera- 
tions as Maizerets. 

Maizerets is tho name of the venerable Superior of 
the Quebec Seminaiy, during whose protracted 
tenure of office this valuable property was acquired 
Ly this educational institution. Bevd Louis Ango des 
Maizerets closed his career, on the 22nd April, 1721^ 
at tho ripe age of 85 years, loved and regretted. 
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The main road, arched over with wide-spreading elm?, 
leads p ist the lofty, turreted dome, extensive build- 
ings, and pleasure grounds of iIkj Provincial Lunatic 
Asylum, founded in 1S45; first, in Col. Giigy's roomy, 
stone stables, (1) adjoining the Diichesnay Manor, by 
three of ihe leading physicians of Quebec, Doctors 
James Douglas, J >soph Morrin and Joseph Frdmont, 
and then transferred to the present location. The 
east wing, occupied by the females, stands on the site 
of the old Chateau de Bonne y where Judge de Bonne, 
an active politician in his day, and also a learned 
jurist, resided for years, in the early part of the 
century. No more suitable, nor healthy locality, 
could have been selected as a home for the 1,000 
uiifonuiiuLcto, bcrciL of reason, and over wliom the 
Provincial Government i.s expected to watch. The 
streamlet, known as the Riviere des Tau^iercSy winds 
through the leafy seclusion, and flows under thorii.sLio 
ij-on, Huspension bridge of Glonalla, now Villa Mastai*. 

During our war with the United States, in 1812-14, 
this diminutive, deep brook was assigned as the 
westei'n limit o*f the paroled American prisoners — 
i>omo forty, officers and privates — lakon at Detroit, 
&c : among thom. Generals Hull, Winchester and 
Chandler; thoy were at first located in the Chdteau 
de Bonne, (^apt. Malhcw BjITs cavaliy escorted them 
to Quebec in the winter of 1813, and they vvure placed 
in the house, No. 81, St. Louis street — in which the 
h'storian,IIon. Win S nith expired, on 17th Djcember, 



(1) This commodious receptacle of Col. Gugy's stud was 
taken down in 1887. 
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184*7-— ihc residence of the late Sheriff Chs. Alloyn. 
Their fellow prisoner, taken at Qnecnston, Col, (after- 
wards Genl.) Winfield Scott, had the run of the city on 
parole. Col Scott won laurels in the Mexican war, and 
acquired, on account of his activity and love of display, 
th') well remembered sobriquet of old Fuss and Feathers- 
The stately, athletic Colonel, however, lived on 
jparolCy with Colonel (afterwards Major General) Glas- 
gow, the Commander of the Quebec Garrison; in 
1813. In 1817, wo shall find him again, within our 
walls, an honored guest, under the h spitable roof, 
at Marchmont, Grande AVie^ of Sir John Harvey, 
who subsequently became Governor of one of ths 
maritime provinces. 

The eastern parole limit of the unhappy (i) warriors 
was the second stream occurring on the road to the 
falls, le ruisseau de Vonrs, Bear Ci'eek, whose waters 
yet furnish motive power to mills in the second 
range of Beauport, and, until a few years back, to an 
extensive grist mill — now in ruins — formerly owned 
by the late William Brown. In 1759, this stream had, 
at this spot, steep bank?», since solidly* bridged over, 
as portion of the highway. The hollow formerly 
existing was then designated, and frequently appears 
in Chevalier Johnstone's and Capt. John Knox's diaries 
of the siege, as the " ravine at Beauport." What 



(1) The Qu^lec Mercury of 9th November, 1813, advertises 
for the capture of Abraham Walter, pilot, native of Graiidfield» 
aged 24 years, who had deserted from Beauport ou the 6th 
November, 1813. Captaiu Kempt, the imperial agent for pri- 
soners of war, offers for his apprehension one guinea reward 
above the Provincial reward allowed in such cases. 



— 71 — - 

lively scenes Benedict Arnold's myrmidons enacted 
in this locality daring the crucial winter of l'775-'6 ? 

Col. Jos. Bouchette mentions the erection here of 
a distillery, about 1790, by the Hon. John Young. 

A year or two later, Prince Edward, Her Ma- 
jesty's father, thon a jolly Colonel of Fusiliers, 
twenty-four years of age, might have been met, on 
bright summer mornings, trotting his pair of Norman 
ponies over the Beauport road, from Haldimand 
House to the city, with the fascinating Madame de 
Saint Laurent at his side. 

Haifa century later, in 1841, the Cur4 de Beauport, 
the Eevd, Abb^ G. Chiniquy, the idol of the Beau- 
port teato tellers, was raising the Temperance pillar, 
which now, on the north side of the road, attracts 
the attention of tourists 

Let us hie back to this historic ruisseau de Vours. 

What gave it its sporting name ? 

I have a faint remembrance of a bear story, more 
than two hundred years old, in which the local 
Nimrod, Seigneur Giffard, whilst lying perdu for 
wild geese, one spring, on the sandy banks of this 
river, is stated to have spied a huge boar roaming in 
the neighborhood, mayhap in quest of the seigniorial 
mutton. Gaunt, tired, possibly unconscious of evil 
intent. Bruin was lapping the crystal draught of the 
rivulet. To substitute in his long duck gun, slugs, 
for goose shot, was the affair of an instant for the 
sporiing Luird, and lo! Bruin's brave spirit was 
wafted to where all good bears go ! 
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Let us cross Bear Creek close to the front door of 
the Beau port Manor, and ask about the Seigneur* 
*' "Who was the first Seigneur of this flourishing vil" 
) ^ge ? " I hear you say — 

Here is what we read in history : 

Seigneur Eobert Giffart or Giffard, Sieur de Beau- 
port, a native of Perche, left old for New Franco, in 
1627, Later on, we find him an English prisoner of 
war. Taken on board of Rocmont's fleet, he it was 
who gave the parish its name, and, as its first Sei- 
gneur, watched over its feeble beginnings. "We shall 
find him a practising surgeon at Quebec, in 1634: 
the calling at that distant lime must have been a bit 
of a sinecure. 

He applied for, and was granted by the Company 
ofNow France, the Seigniory of B^auport, on the 14th 
January, 1634, according to a Parliamentaiy return 
printed in 1852; on the 3Ist Djcember, 1635, says 
Colonel J. Bouchotle. Giffard had several sons and 
daughters; two of the latter married the brothers 
Juchereau, the sires of the warlike clan of Duches- 
nay who occupied the Boauport manor for nearly 
two centuries. 

Robert Giffart, a man of importance in his day, was 
elected Church "Warden, at Quebec, in 1646. It is re- 
corded that the Jesuit Fathers selected his house, at 
Beauport, to celebrate their first mass. The lettered, 
and sporting Esculapius died, on the 1 4th April, 1668, 
and was buried in the cemetery at Bjauport. 

Let us now knock at the chief entrance of the 
Manor I 
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Had wo, with up, Jean Gaion, wo might possibly 
have a chance of mooting his worthy contemporary. 
Francois Bmll<5, Seignior Giffart's faithful farmer of 
the lith March, 1634. Alas! Both are enjoying their 
long rest, for the last twD hundred ai.d fif.y years, in 
yonder rustic necropolis. 

But I was fi^rgotting that of the Duchesnay Manor 
nothing remai!)S save some disjointed ruins, dear to 
Canadians for having been the head-quarter.-j of the 
chivalrous Marquis of Montcalm, during the thrilling 
summer of 1759. The circumstances of the sojourn of 
the French General, at that Manor, had so roused the 
cupidity of the Quebec tioasuie sockirs after the 
hurried depai'turo of the Gallic legions, that cellars, 
and outer courts wore more than onco dug up for gold 
and silver, supposed to have bocn concealed and for- 
gotten there prior to their hurried retreat. These ^ 
Doustirswivels might have saved themselves much 
labor, many midnight vigils, suffumigations and 
incantations, undersuitable planetary influence for 
searches, — with or without " a hand of glory, hy the 
1 ght «f a taper, manufactured from the fal of an 
executed murderer, — when the clock strikes twelve 
at midnight " — had they chosen to boar in mind, that 
during the drooping, clo^^ing years of French rule, 
the chief circulating medium at Quebec was caid 
money, supplemented with Bigol^.-s Exchange on the 
French treasury — destined to be dishonored. 

Some time after the destruction by ^vq of the old 
Manor, in 187), a mysterious inscription was un. 
earthed from the ruins. Mrs. Gugy, the owner of the 
property, kindly forwarded it to the President of the 
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Liter^xry and Historical Society for examination. It 
gave rise to a very lively discussion in the Englisih 
and French press 

The tablet was a circular plate of lead or pewter 
liine inches in diameter, one-quarter of an inch in 
thickness. The fire hud much injured it. It appeared to 
have contained within its rolls, originally, coins, but 
the diggers apparently had abstracted * them ; also 
some document, which al: s ! crumbled into dust when 
exposed to the air. The inscription, as well as can be 
deciphered, ran thus : 

I.H.S. M.I.A. * 

LAN 1634 LE 

NTE 
25 IVILET.IE.ETE-PLA 

PREMIERE.P.C GIFART 

SEIGNBVR. DE CB.LIEV f 

The Beauport strand was privileged, by its proxi- 
mity to Quebec to play a conspicuous part in the 
numerous sieges which have beset the old city. . 

There, in 1690, 1759, 1760, 1775, the invader Kft 
his foot-prints, in marks of blood. Some of Canada's 
mocit noble sons found there a glorious death, others 
furnished a no less creditable i^cord of service ren- 
dered to their country. 

I>uring the occupation by the English of Quebec 
by the Kii kes, 1628-33, Eeauport, with the exception 



* Jesus Hominum Salvator ; Maria, Joseph, Aiin?» 

t For explanation, vide Pictureaqm Quebec, pages 440-8. 
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of tho Ferme des Anges^ had litllo to do with thoso 
unauthorised conquerors, as peace had boon pro- 
claimed between England and France, when the 
Kiikos took Quebec. It was widely different in 1690 — 
'Mere Ju hcrcaii, Monseignat,"Whalicy and T)avi?, have 
each a stirring lale lo tell. Admiral Sir William 
Phipps' abortive attempt to capture the old rock on 
the 16th October, 1690, whilst his second in command 
M.ijor J hn Whalley, landed, heading a detachment on 
the Beauport flats, has brought out creditably tho 
Buccci^sful and stout resistance offered by Count de 
Frontcnac, " speaking from the mouth of his cannon,** 
and whilst his lieutenants Prevost, Longueuil, deSte. 
Hi'ldne, at the head, of his regulars and Beauprd and 
Loiette volunteers, met and routed Major Walley's 
Puritan Boston host. 

What an exciting discovery it must have been for 
the sentinels on the Saultau-Matelot batteries, when 
they, at day break, on the 16th 0.:tober, 1690 — 
spied the slowly moving lights of the Massachusetts 
fleet, thirty-four armed vessels, gliding past the Point 
of Orleans, and casting anchor in view of Quebec, 
thronged with soldiery, — in their French eyes, 
merciless heretics, who, " it had been reported, 
meant to kill them all, after cutting off their ears to 
make necklaces'*? 

Agrand spectacle awaited Admiral Phipps* entrance 
in our port. As Parkman well remarks : " One of tho 
grandest scenes on the western continent opened 
upon his sight. The wide expanse of waters, the lofty 
promontory beyond, and the opposing heights of 
Levi, the cataract of Montmorenci, the di^stant ram^o 
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of the Lauren litin Mountains, tho warlike rock with 
its diadem of walls and towci-8, the roofs of tho Lower 
Town clustering on tho strand beneath, tho CMiteau 
St Louis perched at the brink of iho cliff, and over it 
the white banner spangled with Jleurs-de-'is flaunting 
defiance in the clear autumn air." 

Tho dramatic account of Admiral Phipps' ropulso 
his boon loo often given and too woll, for mj to 
attempt to repeat it here. I shall contnio myself to a 
bire mention of a fow incidents wliich happened 
during the week of alarm, which maikod tho opera- 
tion> of Major WhalKy, on the B.^auport bcacho-, in 
h's vain attempt to cross the S'. Charles at tho ford, 
and assail the city in reverse. Whalloy's van, though 
brave levies of Massachusetts fishermen and farmers, 
had no moan enemy to contend with. In one of tho 
engagements, Frontenac in person sallied forth at 
the head of 1000 soldiers .— M >ntroal, Three Eivers 
and Quebec men — to wait on the south side of the 
S:. Charles, near the ford, for tho appearance of tho 
invaders, whilst Baron doL'^ngueuil and his chivalrous 
brother, LeMoyne do S-o. H6l6ne, headed the Cana- 
dian Militia. Both were wounded, So. IIeI6no fatally. 
Ho was buried on the 4th Djcember, 1690, in the 
Hotel'Dieu cemetery, at Quebec. His two other 
brothers, L^Moyne do Bio'willo and LoMoyne de 
Maricour, won laurels in this memorable campaign, 
whilst the sturdy Sjignior of Boauport, Juchereau de 
Saint Denis, more than sixty four years of age, in the 
actof leading his armed peasants, lost an arm. For 
his bravery, the French monarch awarded him a 
patent of nobility. He was more fortunate than his 
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comptihion-iii-arniB, the Chevalier dc Clermont, an 
(.fficcr of distinction, who was killed. 

The Boston invaders, on rc-ombaiking, had been 
campollcd to leave behind 5 cannon, 100 lbs. gun- 
power and 40 or 50 cannon ballp. A detachment of 
armed ])oasant8 from Beauport, and the adjoin in<Tf pa- 
ri hes, aided by 40 bcholartj from the St. Joachim 
Seminaiy, led by le Slenr Carrey a fighting inhabitant, 
of Sto. Anne da Petit Cap, seized and held the guns, 
in spite of the detachment sent from iho fleet to re- 
capture ihem. Governor de Frontenae was so well 
pleased with their spirited conduct, that ho pnescnt- 
ed one of the captured guns to the Seminary scholars, 
and another to the Sieur Carri, * 

The little Church, in process of construction in the 
Lower Town Market Place, \\\ 1688, and tStill in 
existence, was named, in commemoration of Phipp's 
defeat. " Notre-Dame-de-Ia-Victoire,'' and Kii^g Louis 
XIY ordered a handsome medal to be struck, in me- 
mory of it — the well-known Kebeka Liberaia Medal. 

The occupation of Beauport and adjoining parishes 
round Quebec, by Arnold and Montgomery's New 
Englanders, in 1775-t), gave rise in this locality to 
many strange incidents, unrecorded by the general 
historian. The following, I gather, from an account 
recently furnished me: 



* Ferland, Oours d^Histoire du Canada, Vol II. p. 227. 
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Seioniob Duchesnay, at Beauport, in 1775 — His farmer, 
Vincent Giroux ; current prices of horses, cows, sheep, 
chickens, turkeys, geese. * Jeremiah Duggan, the hair- 
dresser : the part he played in the blockade of Quebec. 

The following document occurs among the family records of 
the late Heniy F. Duchesnay, Esq., M. P., for Beauce. Mr. 
Dgchesnay was a lineal descendant of that fighting seignior of 
Beauport, Juchereau Duchesnay, who lost his arm, in 1690 
whilst repelling the invasion of Phipps, and who received from the 
. French King, letters of nobU$se for his meritorious conduct. 

It purports to be a true copy of a claim made by Seignior 
Duchesnay, in the fall of 1776, on the Government for indemnity 
on losses suffered whilst upholding the King's authority. The 
losses are on farm produce, <£;c. The claim is sworn to before 
Hon. Thomas Dunn, a loyal official of the period. The Cadwells, 
AUsops and others had preferred similar claims for which, His 
Excellency, Guy Carleton, had them indemnified. The document 
is curious as indicating the current rate of prices of several 
objects still in general use. A rapacious Irish hair-dresser, 
rejoicing in the name of Jeremiah Duggan, was a leading figure 
in this raid on the Tories, as the loyal folks were then styled. 

The Duchesnay stone manor, the head-quarters of General de 
Montcalm, during the siege of 1759, after being the family seat 
of the Duchesnays for nearly two centuries, became, about 1845, 
the property of the late Col. B. C. A. Gugy. 

Statement of the losses caused to Mr. Duchesnay by the American 
Invasion, in 1775. 
«« Vincent Giroux, farmer, residing in a house belonging to 
Mr. Duchesnay, Seignior of Beauport, declares under oath that 
at the end of November, 1775, there came to Mr. Duchesnay's 
residence, at Beauport, a band of about fifty armed rebels, com- 
manded, as they asserted, by one Jeremiah Dnggan, also4)resent. 



* For particulars, see. The Explouatioks of Jonathan 
Oldbuck, page 22. 
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** That the said Duggan, who was well known to deponent, 
entered the honse, asked for eatables and told deponent that he 
(Duggan) knew that deponent had fattened a cow — that he had 
killed pigs and that, at the instaiit, Duggan declared himself 
master of the house, 

<<That, on this day, Duggan and comrades seized all articles of 
furniture — removed them to the garret of the house, locked the 
door of the garret and took the key away. 

** That the said Duggan visited other farm-houses, leaving 
other rebels in charge of M. Duchesnay's house, forbidding them 
to interfere with the garret, where the furniture was. 

"That this guard remained at this house, but that other 
parties of rebels succeeding one another, broke into the garret, 
and carried away the furniture stored there, a few days before 
Christmas, 

"That from date of entry of the rebels, in the said house — 
that is from the end of November, 1775, to the beginning of 
May last, (1776), they took the live stock, house furniture, 
grain, hay and other objects belonging to the said Mr. Duches- 
nay. " 

This old record very clearly discloses the worth, in 1775, of 
' numerous house utensils, cattle and farm produce, some of which, 
have not apparently increased much in value after a hundred 
years. Hay does not, each fall, fetch more than f 8, per hundred 
bundles, at Beauport ; horses seem higher in value. Turkeys and 
geese are a trifle more in price. The 15 couple of domestic 
pigeons "lifted** by Jeremiah Duggan's pals; from the manor, 
recall by their presence the old feudal privilege of the seigneur, 
to keep pigeons — le droit de colombur — as Lord of the Manor ; 
in this case might have been added, Sic vos, non vobis The 
Beauport andirons may yet, possibly, be doing duty in some 
antique New England home, with the picture of the "Mayflower" 
over the mantlepiece. Jeremiah and his hungry band of raiders, 
bent on having their fat goose for Christmas, 1775, with great 
foresight inspected, and with success, the seigniorial larder, also 
carrying away^ the kitchen utensils, a roasting apparatus, a 
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«kewer, a gridiron (without even asking for "the loan" of it) 
and a goodly supply of cedar pickets, to do the cooking and broil 
the steak. 

On the 6th May following, the English frigate «*Lowestoff, '* 
rounding Pointe Levi, was the signal for the hasty departure of 
the hungry Sons of Independance, and the occasion for loud 
English cheers, when the standard of Britain was run up the 
flagstaff on Cape Diamond. Hurrah ! 

A central object in Iho parish of BoaujDorl, in full 
view of the city, and of the green Isle of Orleans, 
stands out: the Eoman Catholic temple of worship. 
The modest structure of 1759, has been replaced 
by a large and handsome cdi6ce in our own day, * 

Who could toll of the fervent orisons, and daily 
prayers sent up to Heaven, during the ever memo- 
rable summer of 1759, in the cherished fane, to avert 
the war of exterminatior), of which the colony was 
thicateuod? It adjoined Montcalm's headquarters; 
its steeple, on the 28th June, 1759, was selected by 
Governor de Yaudreuil as a safe and suitable obser- 
vatoiy, from which he could feast his eyes on the sure 
destruction of the Engli>h fleet, then lying, since the 
23rd June, at anchor opposite the Island of Orleans. 
Monsieur Deslouches, a French naval officer, had 
designed and equipped, at great cost, several " infer- 
nal engines" to wit: tivo tire-ships and two large 
rafts which he had sent down at ton o'clock that 
ni*'ht from the Lower Town, with the ebb, to wipe 
out iho British squadron of 60 ships. 



(*) This was however distroyed by fire in Juanury, 18C0. An 
extensive structure is now being built on the old site. 
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I "Capt. John K,iox, of the 43 rd, an eye witness and 
♦accurate observer, in his Journal of the Siege, pro- 
nounces the display, the grandest fire work;*, concei- 
vable. Though according to Montcalm, who had no 
faith in thorn, they had cost " a million," they turned 
out worse than a failure. Some having been set on 
fire too soon, grounded before reaching the fleet ; 
others, were courageously taken in tow l»y the fear- 
less British tars, in their boats, and run ashore, 
where their rigging and hulls blazed away until the 
morning " with no other harm, says Parkman, than 
burning alive one of their own captains, and six or 
seven of his sailors who failed to escape in their 
boats." Knox relates how the '-air and adjacent 
woods reverberated with sonorous shouts and fre- 
quent repetitions of all's well, from our gallant seamen 
on the water. " 

The whole of that night scene, evidently was one 
of dismal and appalling grandeur. 

What would you give for the prospects of promo- 
tion in the french navy, of Deslouches, the origina- 
tor of this costly, and primitive experiment? 

Governor de Vaudreuil, dejected and crestfallen, 
hurried back to his doomed city. 

Parkman vividly recalls this incident : 

<* There was an English outpost at the Point of Orleans ; and 
about eleven o'clock the sentries descried through the gloom, the 
ghostly outlines of the approaching ships. As they gazed, these 
mysterious strangers began to dart tongues of flame ; fire ran like 
lightning up their masts and sails, and then they burst out like 
volcanoes. Filled as they were with pitch, tar and every manner 
of combustible, mixed with fireworks, bombs, grenades, and old 
5 
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cannon, swivels and muskets loaded to the throat, the effect was 
terrific. The troops at the Point, amazed at the sudden eruption^ 
the din of the explosions, and the showers of grape shot, that 
rattled among the trees, lost their wits and fled. 

The blazing dragons hissed and roared, spouted sheets of fire, 
vomited smoke in black, pitchy volumes and vast illumined 
clouds, and shed their infernal glare on the distant city, the 
terts of Montcalm, and the long red lines of the British army, 
drawn up in array of battle, lest the French should cross from 
their encimpments to attack them in the confusion." {Montcalm 
and Wolfe, Vol. II, p. 211.) 

The Montmorency-falls are still knowa to old French 
peasants as La Vache (the Cow) on account of the 
reseitiblance of iheir foaming waters to milk, though 
others have attributed the name to the noise, like the 
bellowing of a cow, which is made by the roaring 
torrent pending the prevalence of certain winds. 
They present, when swollen by spring floods, or by 
autumnal rains, a most imposing spectacle. The 
volume of water, though much less than that of 
Niagara, falls from a much greater height, viz., 275 
feet. When the sun lights up its brilliant prismatic 
colors, the roaring mass of foam, rain bow-tin teH, 
assumes hues of marvellous brightness. Beauport's 
wondrous cataract may bo seen under various, attrac- 
tive aspects. 

I have ridJen back from it to the storied cily, at 
sunset, watching entranced, the departing orb of 
day, shedding its orange rays on the quaint, old 
metal-sheatbed roofs of Quebec, and the city windows 
looking westward ; the whole panorama, a realm of 
fairy land lit up with the quivering sheen of dia- 
monds. I also remember, on a bright starry night 
amid-wlntor, contemplating in dreamy, rapt silence, 
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a novel spectacle, seldom vouchsafed to Qucbecers, 
The snowy cone at the foot of the cataract, had 
been scooped out by an enterprising city restau- 
rateur, to represent a vast, glittering palace, provided 
with icy couches, seats, &c., — a cold, bright, but fit- 
ting throne for the Frost King, illumined by bright 
Chinese lamps, reminding one of Cowper's glowing 
descrip ion of imperial Catherine's Russian ice-palace 
of 1787: 

Silently as a dream, the fabric rose, 
Ice upon ice, the well adjusted parts 

Lamps gracefully disposed, and of all hues, 

Illumined every side 

So stood the bright prodigy 

Convivial table and commodious seat 

A scene of evanescent glory, once a stream, 
And soon to glide into a stream again. 

(The Task, book V., 127) 

About a mile and a half from the bridge, occurs 
the geological curiosities, denominated the Natural 
Steps, adjacent to cascades of three or four yards in 
depth. 

"The rocks are so-called because they exhibit, " 
says, B. J. Lossing, "a series of rectangular gradations 
resembling stairs. They are composed of shaly limes- 
tone, and supposed by some, to have been formed by 
the abrasion of the waters, and by others to be origi- 
nal in their shapes. Pur an eighth of a mile the river 
rttfrhes in irregular cascades among these rocks, in a 
very narrow and tortuous channel, its.wirface white 
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^with foam ; and horo and Ihero sending up floecos of 
spray. On the bold, rocky bank we sat, watching 
■the rushing waters, and made an early dinner of 
sandwitches. " 

Svvcctscr adds that fine specimens of trilobites have 
been found in the vicinity. 

Over the strand at the foot of the Fall, adjoining 
the vast sawmills of the Messrs. Hall & Price, a 
muddy beach of more than a mile broad extends at 
low tide. You can now at this spot hear the whistle 
of the Quebec^ Montmorency and Charlevoix Railway 
conveying its myriads of halt and rheumatic pilgrims 
to La Bonne Sainte Anne, a cherished shrine, fourteen 
miles lower down. Very different scenes greeted hero 
the eye, on a sultry July afternoon (the 31 ?t in 1*759) ; 
a deadly encounter between Britton and Gaul, Eead 
the oft, told tale in Garneau and Parkman. Wolfe 
paid dearly for his ill-timed and rash assault, from an 
unprotected position on the beach; attempting to 
Bcalo the wet, perpendicular heights flanked with 
earth-works, protected by woods, bristling with • 
cannon, and crowned by expert French-Canadian 
marksmen. Ho lost nearly 500 men, in killed and 
wounded, including those scalped by the Hurons and 
other savages. The dauntless English leader, and his 
rash Grenadiers made a grave mistake, and the heroic 
frenchman Montcalm failed to make the most of a 
victory which the tide and elements brought to an 
unsatisfiactory close. * 

* A full account of the siege of Quebec and battle of Beau- 
port Flats appears in the Maple Leaves, for 1864, and in Quebec^ 
Past and Present, 



QUEBEC TO CAP ROUGE 

RI^yrURNING BY ST. FOYE EOAD. 



A few doors from the Kent House on St Louis 
street, occurs the St Louis Hotel, the head quarters 
of tourists, salmon and trout fishers. 

No American traveller, or pleasure seeker should 
pass, unnoticed the modest tenement * (Gobert's 
House) close to Ste. [Jrsule street where Brigadier 
General Monti^omory's body was laid out on the 31st 
December, 1775. 

Another stately land mark in the vicinity is the 
solid Sewell manor, built in 1804, now the head- 
quarters of the Dominion School of Cavalry. 

On emerging from St. Louis Gate, the first 
object which attracts the eye is the House of Parlia- 
ment ; on the opposite side stood the home of the 

* Now removed by Vandalistic hands. 
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Prentices, in 1781, — Bandon Lodge * once the 
abode of Sandy Simpson, f whose cat-o'ninelails 
mubt have left lively memories in Wolfe's army. 

Did the Quebec damsel about whom Horatio, Lord 
Nelson, raved in 1782, when, as commander of H. 
M.'s frigate Albemarle^ he visited Quebec, ever live 
here ? J 

This seems very likely. The Parliament Buildings, 
an imposing block facing east, north, south and west, 
with a spacious court-yard in the centre, a jet-d'eau 
and lawns, arc erected on the north-side of th'e 
Grande AUee. 

The Parliament and Departmental Buildings, the 
largest public edifice in the Piovince of Quebec, 
begun in 1878, ai-e now completed at a cost of 
$1,393,784.40. It forms a square, each side of which 



* The ornate residence of Hon. Jos. Sheliyn. M. P. P., 
occupies now this historic site, Bandon Lodge, was acquired by 
Government from Hon. John Stewart, in exchange for March- 
mant, 4th May 1835. 

t Saunders Simpson. — ** He was Prevost Marshall in 
Wolfe's army, at the affairs of Louisbourg, Quebec and Montreal 
and cousin of my father's. He resided in that house, the nea- 
rest to Saint Louis Gate, outside, which has not undergone any 
external alteration since I was a boy." — From Diary of Deputy 
Commissary General Jas. Thompson. 

% Recent evidence extracted by the histoiian Miles out of 
the diaries and letters of James Thompson, ovei*seer of mili- 
tary works, in 177o, deceased in 1830, lead to strengthen the 
theory previously propounded by me, and to indicate Miss Mary 
Simpson, daughter of Saunders Simpson, as the famed Quebec 
beauty of 1782. 
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externally measures 300 feet? and encloses a court 
1J8 X 195 feet. 

The stylo of architecture, though not over ornato, 
is what was used in public edifices of the XVII 
century: ennbossed pilasters in rustic work, rising 
from the basement up to the cornice, close the salient 
angles of each projection. 

The height of the body of ihe edifice from the 
ground, to the great cornice is 60 feet, English 
measure, and 72 feet to the top of the c a-nice above 
the attics. 

A heraldic Lion passant^ between two flcur-de-lys, 
and three maple leaves, displays the arms of the 
Province of Quebec. On the piers of the first story 
are cut in relief, the escutcheon of the two first Lieu- 
tenant-Governors of the Province of Quebec ; sculp- 
tured on iho central window of the second story, is 
visible from afar, the " year " when the structure was 
commenced, ** 1878 ", and on the side windows are 
inscribed the monograms of the G-overnor General 
and Lieutenant-Governor, under whoso administration 
the edifice was built. 

Niches on different points of the edifice will exhibit 
statues of Jacques Cartier, of Champlain, of Maison- 
neuve, Lival, Brebeuf, Yiel, Olivier, Frontonac, 
Wolfe,Montcalm,Ljvi,deSalaberry, Elgin; $23,000.00 
has been voted for this object and an able sculptor, 
Mr. Hebert, is now pushing on, in Paris, this work of 
art. A statue of the historian P. X. Garneau, will also 
be erected on the grounds, near the fountain. 
- The interior of the building, will furnish a 
complete epitome of Canadian history, by the heraldic 
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groups, armorial inscriptions, &c., on the pannellings, 
and stair cases. 

Opposite, looms out the handsome Drill Hall and 
its adjunct the Cavalry Riding shed. "Ferguson's 
house," * next to it, noted by Professor Silliman in 
his " Tour between Hartford and Quebec in 1819," 
is now difficult to recogn ize ; its late owner A. Joseph, 
Esq., added much to its size. It now rejoices in the 
name of Le Lion d'Or, Its proximity to the Legis- 
lative Halls, will doubtless make it a popular resort 
for members of the Provincial Legislature. Another 
landmark of the past deserves notice — the ex- 
Comraander of the Forces' lofty quarters; from its 
angular eaves and forlorn aspect, it generally went 
by the name of "Bleak House." I cannot say whether 
it ever was hauLted, but it ought to have been, f 

We are now in the Grande AlUe — the forest 
avenue, which two hundred years ago led to Sillery 
Wood. Handsome terraces of cut stone dwellings, 
erected by Hon. P. G-arneau Messrs. Joseph, Hamel, 
Duquet, Eoy, Bilodeau, Valliere add much to the ap- 
pearance of this fashionable neighborhood. On turn- 
ing and looking back as you approach Bleak House, 
you have an excellent view of the Citadel, and of the 
old Fr nch works, which extend beyond it, to the 
cime du (7a/?„ over-looking VAnse des Meres. 



* Exchanged between, Sir John Coal Sherbrooke, Governor 
General, and Arch. Ferguson, 15th April, 1818. 

t The widening and paving of the Grande All4e, signs of prc« 
gress, due to our late Mayor, Hon. Frs. Langelier. 
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A little beyond the Ferguson's house, at the top- 
of what is generally known as Perrault's Hill, stands 
the Perrault homestead, dating back to 1820, VAsile 
Champitrej lately owned by Mrs. Henry Diunins, but 
by the expiration of the lease-hold of 99 ycai-s, claim- 
ed by theUrsuline Nuns of Quebec. To the east of 
it, on a most commanding position, on the Buttes-a- 
NiepveUy stands the old Freer Mansion, rebuilt and 
adorned by John Roche, Esq. — The Hillocks, — recent- 
ly purchased and ornamented by Mr. L.J. Gr:ii I martin. 

The adjoining range of heights, at present occu- 
pied by I he Martello Tower, is known as the Buttes- 
h-Nepvev^ from the name of one of their earliest occu- 
pants under French rule. 

* It was here that Murray took his stand on the 
morning of April 28th, 1760, to resist the advance of 
Levi, and here commenced the hardest-fought — the 
bloodiest action of the war, which terminated in the 
defeat of Murray, and his retreat within the city. 
The Martello Towers are bombproof, they are three 
in number, and form a chain efforts extending along 
the ridge from the St. Lawrence to the River St. 
Charles. The fact that ihis ridge commanded the city^ 
unfortunately induced Murray to leave it, and attempt 
to fortify the heights, in which he was only partially 
successful, owjng to the fro.st being still in tho 
ground. 

The British Government were made aware of iho 
fact, and seeing Ihat from the improved artillery, the 
city was now fully commanded fiora the heights^ 
which are about seven hundred yards distant, de- 
cided to build ihe towers. Arrangements were ac- 
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cordmirly made by Col. Isaac Brock then command- 
ipg the trftops in Canada. In 1S06, iho necessary 
materials were collected, in the following year then- 
construction commenced. They were not, however, 
completed till 1812. The original estimate for iho 
four was £8,000, but before completion the Imperial 
government had expended nearly £12,000. They are 
not all of the same size, but like all Martello Towers, 
they are circular and bomb-proof. The exposed sides 
are thirteen feet thick, and gradually diminish like 
the horns of the crescent moon, to seven feet in the 
centre of the side next the city walls. The first or 
lower stoiy, contains tanks, store-rooms and magazine; 
the second has cells for the garrison, with port-holes 
for two guns. On the top there used to bo one 68- 
pounder carronade, two 24, and two 9-pounders.'' 

(Dr. W. J. Anderson). 

A parly of Arnold's soldiers ascended these heights 
in November, 1775, and advanced quite close to the 
city walls, shouting defiance at the little garrison. A 
few shots soon dispersed the invaders, who retraced 
their steps to Wolfe's Cove. On the Buttes-h-Nepveuy 
the great criminals were formerly executed. Here, 
la Corriveau, the St. Valicr Lufarge, met her deserved 
fate in 1763, after being tried by one of Grcneral 
Murray's Court Martials for murdering her husband. 
After death she was huiig in chains, or rather in a 
solid iron cage, at the fork of four roads, at Levis, 
close to the spot where the Temperance monument 
has since been built. The loathsome remains of the 
murderess caused more than one shudder amongst 
the peaceable peasantry of Levis, until some brave 
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young men, one daik night, cut down the honid 
cage, and hM it deep under ground, next to th® 
cemetery at Levis, where close to a century after- 
wards, it was dug up and sold to B:irnum*s agent for 
his Museum. 

M. Jas. Thompson records in his diary, under date 
18th Nov., 1Y82, another memorable execution : 
- " This day two fellows wore executed for the mur- 
der, and robbery of Capt. Siead, commander of one of 
the Treasuiy Brigs, on the evening of the 3 1st Dec, 
1779, between the Upper and the Lower Town. The 
criminals went through Port St. Louis, about 11 
o'clock, at a slow and doleful pace, to the place where 
justice had allotted them to suffer the most ignomi- 
nious death. It is astonishing to see what a crowd 
of people followed the tragic scene. Even our people 
on the works (Cape Diamond) prayed Capt. Twiss 
for leave to follow the hard-hearted crowd, " It was 
this Capt. Twiss who subsequently furnished the 
plan, and built a temporary citadel, in 1793. 

Eleven years later, we have, recorded in history, 
another doleful procession of red coats, the Quebec 
Garrison, accompanying to the same place of exccu 
tion a mess-mate (Draper), a soldier of the 7lh 
Fusiliers, then commanded by the young Duke of 
Kent, who, after pronouncing the sentence of death 
as commander, over the trembling culprit kneeling 
on his coffin, as son and representative of the Sove- 
reign, exercised the royal prerogative of mercy and 
pardoned poor Draper. 

Look down Perrault's hill towards the south. There 
stood, with a garden-plot and trees in the foreground 
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the Military Homo, — where infinn soldiers, their 
widows and children, could find a refuge. It has 
ninceboen purchased and converted into the '^Femalo 
Orpban Asylum," and forms the eastern boundary of 
a large expanse of verdure and trees, reaching the 
summit of the lot originally intended by the Semi- 
nary of Quebec for a Botanical Garden; subsequently 
it was contemplated to build the new seminary thoro, 
to afford the boys fresh air. Alas! other counsels 
prevailed. 

Its western boundary is a road leading to the Dis- 
trict Jnil, — a solid stone structure surmounted by a 
diminutive tower, admirably adapted, one would ima- 
gine, for astronomical pursuits. From its glistening 
cupola, the Provincial Observatory lower down is 
visible to the east. 

I was forgetting to notice that substantial building, 
dating from 1855 — the Ladies' Home. The Protestant 
Ladies of Quebec have here at no small expense and 
trouble, raised a fitting asylum, whore the aged and 
infirm find shelter. This, and the building opposite, 
St. Bridget's Asylum, with its fringe of trees and green 
plots, are welcome ornaments to the Grande AlUe, 

The old burying ground of 1832, with all its ghast- 
ly memories of the Asiatic scourge, has assumed 
quite an oiiiate aspect since it was closed. Near 
the toll-bar on the Grande AUee, may yet be seen one 
of the meridian stones which serve to mark the 
western boundary of the city, west of the old Lamp- 
son Mansion. On the adjoining domain, well named 
"Battlefield Cottage," formerly the property of Col. 
Charles Campbell, now the handsome residence of 
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Mr, Alphonso ChiirleboL-:, who added a new front to 
the house, a conservatory, and spacious outhouses, 
was the historic well, out of which a cup of water was 
obtained to moisten the parched lips of the dying 
hero, Wolfo, on the 13th September, 1759. The well 
was filled in, a fuw years ago, but not before it was 
nigh proving fatal to Col. Cimpbcirs, then young 
son — (our friend Arch. Campbell, Esq., of Tbornhill.) 
Its site is close to the western boundary fence, in the 
garden, west of "Battlefield Cottjigc. 

Here we are at those immortal plains — the 
Hastings and Runny mede of ihc two races once 
arrayed in battle against one another at Quebec. The 
Plains of Abraham are the eastern boundary of 
Marchmont, formerly owned by John Gilmour, Esq., 
now magnificiently rebuilt by Thomas. Beckett, Esq. 

At the corner of the Belvedere road, embowered 
in trees, is Belvedere L)dge, owned by Mr L:imb. 

Opposite to the west extremity of Marchmont may 
be seen indistinctly from the road, John Biirstall's, 
commodious mansion — on a woll wooded estate 
j'ccently bought from the Marquise de Bassano, 
nie Symes. A magnificent old elm and some smaller 
ones, deck its lawns ; hence, its name Elm Grove. 

A few minutes more brings the touri:-t to Hon. J. 
E. Price's villa, Wolfe-field, where may be seen the 
precipitous path up the St, Denis burn, by which the 
British soldiers gained a firm footing above, on the 
13ih and September, 1759, and met in battle array, 
to win a victory destined to revolutionize the New 
World. The British were piloted in their ascent of 
the river by a French prisoner brought with them 
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from England — Denis do Vitr^, formerly, a Quebecer 
of distinction. Their landing place at Sillory was 
selected I y Major K'^bert Stobo, who had, in May, 
1759, escaped from a French prison in Quebec, and 
joined his countrymen, the English, at Louisbourg, 
from whence he look ^hip again to meet Admiral 
Saunders* fleet at Quebec. 

The tourist next drives past Thornhill, Sir Francis 
Hintk's cosy home, when Premier to Lord Elgin. 
Adjoining Thornhill amidsjt trees, glistens the 
red roof of Villa St. Denis, Israel J. Tarte*s 
pretty cottage, built close to the diminutive stream, 
the rnisseau St, Denis, up which climbed, in 175^, 
brave Wolfe, at the spot where it falls into Wolfe*s 
Cove^ west of Marehmont hill. In view, maybe seen 
from the St.Louis road, the new stables, farm, buildings 
and well tilled fields of the intelligent agriculturist 
who now owns it. Opposite, appear the leafy glades 
of Spencer Wood, so grateful a summer retreat, that 
Lord Elgin used to say. " There he not only loved to 
live, but would like to rest his bones." Next comes 
Spencer Grange, the seat of J. M. LeMoine, F. E. S. C. ; 
then Woodfield, the homestead of the Hon. Wm. Shep- 
pard * in 1847, later on, of Messrs, John L. and Jas. 
Gibb. § The eye next dwells on the rustic Church of 



* Hon. W. Sbeppard died in 1857 — regretted as a scholar, 
an antiquary, a type of the old English gentleman. 

§ This realm of fairy land, so rich in nature's graces, so pro- 
fusely embellished by the late James Gibb, Esq., President of 
the Quebec Bank, was recently sold for a Cemetery, and if not 
denuded of trees, is likely to continue an ornament to St, 
Lonis road. 
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St. MUhaol, omboworod in evergroens ; close to 
which, looms out, at Sous les Bois, the stately convent 
o{ JisuS'Marie ; then you meet with villas innumerable 
— one of the most c nspicuous is Benmore House, 
Hon. Col. Ehodos' country seat. Bonnioro House is 
well wor hy, of a call, were it only to procure a 
bouquet. This is Tiot merely the Eden of roses ; Ool. 
Bhodes has combined the farm with the garden. His 
underground rhubarb and mushroom cellars, his 
boundless asparagus beds and c nservatories, are 
a credit to Quebec and to the new Minister of 
Agriculture, P. Q. The highway which branches off 
towards Ste Foye, is called the Gomin road, after one 
of its earliest inhabitantp, Dr Gomin, a french botanist, 
whose dwelling stood, in the last century, on the 
north side. A few acres to the west, a conspicuous 
landmark is Eoslin, the ornate homestead of Lt. Col. 
Joseph Bell Forsyth. Amidst a plantation of lovely 
trees grown by the owner of the ground, peeps out 
Montague Cottage, the residence of Alfred P. 
Wheeler, Esq , on the north side of the road, adjoining 
the Sillery Eectory, the residence of Canon Von 
Iffland. 

Xext come Clermont * Beau voir, f Kilmarnock, J 
Cataraqui, § Kilgraston, Kirk-Ella, ^'^ The Highlands, 



* The stately home of Lt. Col. Ferdinand Tumbull. 
+ The picturesque villa of Richard R. Dobel, Esq. 
X A mossy old hall founded by Mr. McNider in the begin- 
ning of the century ; for years owned by the Graddon family. 
§ The gorgeous mansion of Mrs. Chas. E. Levey. 
** The property of Robert Campbell, Barrister, Esq. 
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Bardficld * Dornald, f Meadow Bank, { Eavens- 
■wood, § until, after a nino miles drive, Eedclyflfe 
>c!oscs the rural landscape : Ecdclyffe, ** on the top 
of Cap Eouge promontory. There, many indications 
yet mark the spot where Eoberval's ephemeral colony 
wintered as far back as 1542. One can return to the 
city, by the SteFoye Eoad, skirting the classic heights 
where General Murray, six months after the fii-st 
battle of ihe Plains, lost the second, on the 28th 
April, 1760 ; the Ste Foyo Church was then occupied 
by British soldiers. Your gaze next rests on Holland 
Houbc, the residence of the late Hon. James G. Eoss, 
senator. Montgomeiys head-quarters in 1*775, behind 
which is Holland Tree, overshadowing, as of yore, 
the grave of the Hollands, jf 

The view from the Ste Foye road, of the grace 
fully meandering St Charles, below, especially 
•during the high tides, is very striking. The 
tourist shortly after detects the iron pillar, sur- 
mounted by a bronze statue of Bollona, presented in 
1855, by Prince Napoldon Banaparle — intended to 



* The pictuvestiuo cottage of Albert, Furniss, Esq. 
t Founded by tlie late Hon, John Neilson, M. P. P. 
X The highly cultivated farm and summer residence of Gus- 
tavus C. Stuart, Barrister, Esq. 

§ The beautiful home of W. Herring, Esq. 
** Recently acquired by Amos Bowen, Esq. 

ft For account of the duel, which laid low one of the Hol- 
lands, see PictKresquc Quebec. The tree, however, has lately been 
destroyed by a storm. 
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"commemonilc ihe fierce BtruL^glo at this spot, of 28ih 
April, 1760. * In close vicinity, appear ibe bright 




Monument to the buave.s, 1760. 



* «« The monument is about ninety feet high : on the side 
facing Ste Foye road, may be read the inscription surrounded by 
a laurel wreath : ** Aux braves de 1760, 6ricje par la socieU St, 
Jean- Bapti ste de Quebec, 1860. " 

On the face looking towards the city is the name "Mukeay," 
on an laurel shield surrounded by the arms of Great Britain : nd 
Ireland and supported by British insignia. On the other side, is 
the shield bearing the name ** Levis, " surmounted by the arms 
of France under the Bourbons, the crown and lilies, with appro- 
|)riate supporters at each side. In rear, looking towards the 
valley of the St Charles, there is a representation of a wind-mil 
in bas-relief, in allusion to the wind-mill which was an object of 
alternate attack and defence to both_ armies on the occasion of 
6 
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parterre or umbrageous groves of Bellenue, * Haia* 
wood, t ^ijP^> X Altamont, § Sans-Bruit, and the 
goihic arches of Finhiy Asylum ; soon he re-enters by 
St John's suburbs with the broad ba^in of tho St. 
Charles and the pretty Island of Orleans staring him 
in tho face. A trip to tho Island will also repay 
trouble; half an hour of brisk steaming will doit, Tho 
Island contains good hotel accommodation. Let him 



the battle. This portion of the pedestal also bears the national 
arms of Canada. Four bronze mortars are placed on the corners 
of the pedestal 

The idea (of this monument) was conceived many years ago, 
but for a long time the plough of the farmer and the shovel of 
the workman, as he labored at the foundation of new buildings 
along the Ste Foye road, turned up human remains, evidently 
the relics of those that were slain. In 1853-54 an unusual num- 
ber of those bleached fragments of humanity were found, and the 
St Jean-Baptiste society conceived the idea of having ihem all 
euterred in one spot. They were accordingly collected, and, on 
the 5th June 1854, carried with great pomp to the Roman Catholic 
cathedral, where a solemn Requiem was sung. The remains were 
thence conveyed in the same state to the field on Ste Foye road, 
where the death struggle had taken place between the 78th 
Highlanders and the french Grenadiers de la Eeine, where they 

were deposited in a common grave It was intended to lay 

the corner stone of the monument on the 24th June 1866, but it 
was thought desirable to postpone until the 19th July following, 

* A stately Convent of Congregational Nuns. 

t The ornate country seat of Robt. Hamilton, Esq. 

X The cosy dwelling of Andrew Thomson, Esq., President, 
Union Bank. 
§ The homestead of Hon. David A. Ross, L. C. 
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cross then to St. Joseph, Levis, in the ferry fitea:nor, 
and go and behold most formidable, as to do:sign, 
modern earth work-j, making one forget those of 
Antwerp, They are capable of containing three 
regiments of soldiers^ At a point to the north-east 
of the lower fort, a plunging fire from above can 
be b rough to bear, which would sink the most in- 
vulnerable ironclad in the world. 



when the presence in the harbor of the French imperial corvette. 
La Capricieuse (commander de Belvfeze) added new solemnity to 
the occasion. The Honorable P. J. 0. Chauveau was the orator 
of the day. His speech was a most brilliant effort worthy of hig 
reputation as a public speake:. During the following years, the 
St Jean-Baptiste society labored earnestly and unceasingly for 
vthe purpose of collecting subscriptions to complete the monument. 
Success was attained and in four or five years the base was crow- 
ned by the noble pillar which now rises its fine proportions on 
the historic heights of Ste Foye. Baron Gauldr4e Boileau, then 
consul general of France in Canada, obtained from His Highness 
Prince Napoleon the beautiful statue of Bellona which forrrs 
such an appropriate ornament on the summit of the monument, 
which was inaugurated with great pomp, in the presence of at 
least 25,000 spectators, on the 19th October 1863. 

The design of this monument was made by le Chevalier Chs. 
Baillarge, of Quebec. It commemorates the valour displayed by 
the french and english troops on the very spot where it stands, 
in the battle of Ste Foye, (28th Aprill760) when Levis, in the 
spring following the capture of Quebec, by Wolfe, attempted to 
reconquer the city and defeated the troops of General Murray, 
although he could not force the english general to capitulate nor 
take possession of the city. " (J. C. Langelier.) 



QUEBEC TO INDIAN LORETTE 



Of the munj' attraclivo sites in the environs. of the 
city, few contain in a greater degree ihan the Huron 
village of Loretle, during the leafy mouths of June, 
July and September, picturesque scenery, combined 
with a wealth of historical associations. The nine 
miles intervening between Quebec and the rustic 
auherge of the village, thanks to an excellent turnpike, 
can be spanned in little more than an hour. I shall 
now attempt to recapitulate some of the sights and 
incidents of travel which befell me, while escorting 
to Lorette an old world tourist, of very high litoraiy 
estate, the Eevd. Arthur Pcnhryn Stanley, then Dean 
of Westminster and Chaplain to Her Majesty. Fortu- 
nately for myself and for my genial and inquisitive 
companion, I was fresh from the perusal of Bressani, 
Ferland and Faillon, as well as the excellent French 
sketch " TahourencMj'' which A. IN". Montpetit had 
published, to whom I take this early opportunity of 
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making duo a.-knowlcdgniont. My agroonblo and 
distinguished companion had spent one day in ihrt 
old capittil, sight-seeing Ho had devoted iho whole 
forenoon, visiting 

The Citadel on Cape Diamond, 
The site op the old French Walls 
Wolfe and Montcalm's Monument, 
The Laval University —its Museum and Picture 
Gallery, 
The Literary and Historical Society and its 
Museum, 
The French Basilica — its Eelics, Painting, &c., 
The Ursuline Convent and its Oil Paintings, 
The DuFPEiRiN Terrace — the Dufferin Improve- 
ments, 
The Kent Gate, 
The New Parliament Building?, 
The Plains op Abraham, 
Spencer Wood and its Grand Kiver Views, 

where His Honor LieuK-Govornor Lotellier had asked 
some of the Qnebec literati to meet the literaiy lion, 
after luncheon. The Dean had engaged ii comfortable 
carriage and driven down to tho Falls op Montmo- 
rency, the promenade ohligie of a!l tourists, — crossing 
over to tho east bank and contemplating the striking, 
panorama and glittering distant city roofs, from tho 
very spot, mayhap, on which Wolfe, in July, 1759, 
had stood, whilst settling the details of ihe corapaign 
which by its results, was to give tho An ;lo-Saxon, 
ho who rejoices in " Chatham's longiie, ' iho supre- 
macy in the New World. 
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The Katural Steps aiKl the historic ford adjacent 
thereto, dofvncleJ, in 1759, bj' Mon teal m'8 mililiameu 
and Ind ans, had been inspeeled ; nothing had esca- 
ped the eaijle ghmce of the Icarne i man. My func- 
tions as Ci(eiono, confined to a visit to Lorette, 
were to commence on the morrow. 

Willi a mellow autumnal sun, just sufficient to 
bronze the sombre tints, lingering at the close of the 
Indinn snmn er, wo left the Citadel, where Dean 
Stanley was the guest of the Governor General, Lo^rd 
Duffcrin, and drove through Fahrique and Palace 
streets, towards the unsightly gap in oar city walls, 
of yore yclept Palace Gate, which, thanks to his 
powerful initiative, we expect ja^t to see bridged over 
with. graceful turrets and. Norman towers. The New 
City Gates and imposing Duffcrin Terrace have since 
been built, a lasting proof of his Lordship's interest 
in the welfare of Quebec. 

A turn to the west brought us opposite to the 
scarcely perceptible ruins of the Palace * of the 
French Intendants, destroyed by the English shells, 
in 1775, to dislodge Arnold and Montgomoi*y*s New 
England soldiery. 

The park which intervened formerly between it 
and the St. Charles, many years back, was converted 
into a wood yard to store the fuel for the garrison ; a 

* Originally a brewery owned by Intendant Talon, and ffold 
to the French King, in 1686, for 15,000 6cus. Later on, the 
Intendant's Pa' ce, in jaagnificence, rivalled tlie Lhdteau St. 
Louis. Messrs. IJ -well's extensive Malt House was buil: In 1886, 
on its still solid i ^audations. 
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portion now is used as a cattle market. Opposite, 
stand the station and freight sheds of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway; the road skirts the paik towards 
the populous St; Roch suburbia, rebuilt and transform- 
ed since the great fire of 28th May. 1845, which 
destroyed 1,600 houses occupying the site of former 
spacious pasture ground for the city cows, henco 
styled by the early Fjench La Vacherie. In a trico, 
w;e reached Dorchester bridge, the second one, built 
there in 1822 — the first opened with great pomp by 
His Excellency Lord Dorchester, in 1789, having 
been constructed a few acres to the west, and called 
after him. 

One of the first objects on quitting the bridge and 
diverging westward, towards the Charlcsbourg road, 
on the river bank, is the stately, solid, antique 
mansion of the late Mr. Chs. Sinilh, who at one time 
owned nearly all the broad acres intervening between 
this house and Gros Pin. The aiea took, for a time, 
the name of Smith-ville; it was inherited by several 
members of hi» family, who built cosy cottages 
thereon. These green fields fringed with white birch 
and spruce plantations, are watered by the St. Charles, 
the Kahir-Kouhat * of ancient days. In rear of cno 
of the first villas, Ring field, owned by Goo. Holmes 
Paikc, Esq., runs ihc liitle stream the Lairetj at the 



* Kabir - Kouhat " a meandering stream. " Ahatsistari's 
house (formerly Poplar Grove, the homestead of L. T. McPherson 
Esq.) on the north bank of the St. Charles, is now called Kahir^ 
Kouhat, Here, formerly, dwelt, we are told. Col. De Salaberry, 
the hero of Chateauguay, until 1814. 
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confluence of which Jacqncs-Garticr wintered in 
1535-6, leaving Ihcro one of his ships, the Petite 
^(?n?i?n«, of 60 tons ; its decayed oak timbers wore 
exhumed, in 1843, by Jos. Hamel, City Surveyor of 
Quebec. Our antiquaries are starting doubts anent 
this discovery. The discussion may yet culminate, in 
a second Qaerelle d'antiquaires ! A very remarkable 
vestige of French domination exists b hind the vilhi 
of Mr Parku — a circuhir field (hence the name Rins;- 
fiold) covering about twelve acres, surrounded by a 
ditch, with an earth work omco about twenty feet 
high, to the east, to fc^hield its inmates from the shot 
of Wolfe's fleet lying at the entrance of the St. 
Charles, bcfoi'e Quebec. A minute description has 
boon given by General Levi's aide-de-camp, the 
Chevalier Johnstone (2), of what was going on, in 



(2) An eya-witiiess, the Chevalier Johnstone, thus writes : 

** The French army in flight, scattered and entirely dispersed, 
rushed towards the town- Few of them entered Quebec ; they 
went down the heights of Abraham, opposite to the intendant*s 
palace (past St John's gate), directing their course to the horn- 
work, and following the borders of the River St. Charles » 

" It is impossible to imagine the disorder and confusion that 
I found in the horuwork 

«* The homwork had the River St. Charles before it, about 
seventy paces broad, which served it better than an artificial 
ditch : its "front facing the river and the heights, was composed 
of strong, thick and high palisades, planted perpendiculary, 
with gun-holes pierced for several pieces of large cannon in it, 
the river is deep and only fordable at low water, at a muskft 
shot before the fort. This made it more difficult to be forced on 
that side than on its other side of earthworks facing Beauport» 
which had a more formidable appearance ; and the hornwork 
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this carthworlh, w])cro at noon, on Iho 13th Sopt.y 
175i). were mustered the disorganized French sqiia- 
di-ons, in full letreat from the Plains of Abraham 
towards their camp at Boauport. Here, on that 
fateful di\y, was debated the surrender of the 
colony, the close of French powor, at the first settle- 
ment and winter quarleis of the French pioneers, 
Gtirtier's hardy little band. 



certainly on that side was not in danger of being taken by the 

English, by an assault from the other side of the river 

** M. de Vaudreuil was closeted in a house in the inside of the 
horn work with the Intendant (Bigot) and with some other per- 
sons, I suspected they were busy drafting the articles for a 
general capitulation, and I entered the house, where I had only 
time to see the Intendant, with a pen in his hand, writing upon 
a sheet of p:iper, when M. de Vaudreuil told me I had no busi- 
ness there. Having answered him that what he said was true, I 
retired immediately. In wrath, to sce them intent on giving up 
scandalously a dependency for the preservation of which so much 
blood and treasure had been expended. On leaving the house, I 
met Mr. Dalquier, an old, brave, downright honest man, com- 
mander of the Regiment of Beam, with the true character of a ' 
good officer — the marks of Mars all over his body. I told him 
it was being debated, within the house, to give up Canada to 
the English by a capitulation, and I hurried him in to stand up 
for the King's cause, and advocate the welfare of the country. I 
. then quitted the hornwork to join Poularies. at the Ravine of 
Beauport, but having met him about three or four hundred 
paces from the hornwork, on his way to it, I told him what was 
being discussed there. He answered me that sooner than consent . 
to a capitulation, he would shed the last drop of his blood. He 
tgld me to look on his table and house as my own, advised me to 
go there directly, to repose myself, and clapping spurs to his 
horse,, he fled like lightning to the hornwork. " —('JoA?isi07ie's 
Diarg of S'lege^ of Quebec, 1759). 
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From this spot, at eight o'clock Ihut night (13th 
Sept.}, begjui iho French retreat towards Charles- 
bourg church ; at 4 a. m. the army was at Ciipe Rouge, 
disordered, panic-strii ken. 

On ascending a hill (Clearihuc's) to the r.orth, tho 
eye gathers in tho contour of a dense grove, hiding 
in its drooping folds *' Auvergnc," the former seclud- 
ed country seat of Chief Justice Jonathan SewcP, 
now owned by George Alford, Esq. 

A mile to the north, in the deep recesses of Bourg 
Eoyal, rest the fast crumbling and now insignificant 
ruins of the only rural Chateau of French origin 
round Quebec. Was it built by Talon, or by Bigot ? 
an unfathomable mystery. Silence and desertion at 
present reign supreme, whore of yore Bigot's heart- 
less wassailers used to meet and gamble away King 
Louis's card money and piastres. 

** And sunk are the voices that sounded in mirth ! 
And empty the goblets and dreaiy the hearth. 

Tho tower or boudoir, where was immured tho 
Algonquin maid, Caroline * the beautiful, that too 
has crumbled to dust. The Rossignol and Hermit 



* Beyond the unmistakable vestiges of its having been of 
early French construction, there is nothing known of the origin 
under French rule, of Bigot's little Chateau, History is n^plete 
with details about his peculations and final punishment in the 
bastille of France ; possibly the legends in prose and in verse, 
which mantle round the time-worn ruin, have no other founda- 
tion than the fictions of the poet and the novelist. Thanks to 
Amedie Papineau, W. Kirby, Jos. Marmette, Edmond Bousseau, 
Beaumanoir, Bigot's Chateau, is now immortalized* 
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thrush now warble their soft melody over the very 
spot which once echoed the dying shriek of this 
diii-ky E)samond; the poniard of a rival had struck 
deeply, had struck home. Charlesbourg, in part, 
colonized by Intendant Tiilon*s quiet peasantry, with 
its while cottages, its frugal colonists, is erect cedar 
picket fence.^, like stockades or French sentries 
forgotten, to prevent Indian surprises, amidst the land 
lots, which fan-like all radiate * from a common 
centre, the parish church, is not an unapt type of the 
primitive Nlw France village. 

But let us huriy on, over the pleasant road, mean- 
dering round the crest of the highlands, towards the 
quaint Indian settlement of Loreltc. Here wo are 
at last, but where are the wigwam of the chief medc- 
cine man, his chichiquois and totems ? I had expected 
an Indian greeting such as rejoiced the oars of friend 
Ahatsi&tariy when recently ho escorted there the 
light-hearted officers of the French frigate Laplace^ 
anchored under Cap Diamond. 

" Quaig I quaig I oiataro I (Good morning I Good 
m6rning ! Friend I) and the response " Quiag ! Quiag ! 
(Good morning I Good morning!; was ready, when 
instead of the great Chief Tahourenchij a comely 



* Louis XIV, granted to his Canadian Intendant Talon, in 
1665, the lands of Bourg- Royal, Bourg La Reine, Bourg-Talon. 
The great Intendant had located French settlers here ; — the lots 
were divided and tapered off to a point round the c'lurch, so that 
in the event of an Indian raid the tolling of the bell — le tocsin 
— might call them to arms and make them oonceiUrale in cue 
spot. 
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joun^ womnn, willi nothing in her air to rcinieitl 
yon of Pocahontas, in classic French, informed us 
that if it was her father Paul wo wore seeking, she 
regretted to say, ho was not at home. Wo wore 
politely asked to come in and rest, and as I w.is 
known to her father, a silver tray wlih Bordeaux wine 
was brought in; proud wo felt in pledging the health 
of the great Tah9iirenchij whose hospitab'o roof, sny.-^ 
Ahatsistari, has sheltered **dukos, counts and ear^s. '* 
as well as many men famous in letters, war and 
trade. 



TAHOURENCHE. 



** I'm the cliieftaiu of this mouutaiii, 
Times and seasons foiiud me here, 
My drink has heen the crystal fountain, 
My fare the wild moose or the deer. '* 

(Th". Huron Chief, hy Adam Kidd.) 

There is ii faithful portrait of this noble savage, 
such as drawn by himself and presented, we believe, 
to iho Laval University at Quebec j for glimpses of 
his origin, homo and surroundings, we are indebted 
to an honorary chief of the tribe, Ahatsistari. * 

Paul Tahourenchi (Frangois Xavier Picard), Great 
Chief of the Lorette Hurons, was born at Indian 
Lorotte, in 1810; he is cohsoquentiy, in 1879, 69 years 
of age, tall, erect, well proportioned, dignified in face 
and deportment. When habited in his Indian regalia. 



, * Ahatsistari, such the name of the former great Huron 
warrior, which Mr. Montpetit was allowed to. assume when elec- 
ted Honorary Chief of the .Council of Sachems, possibly for the 
service rendered to the tribe, as their historiographer. 
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blue frock coat, with bright buttons and modalp^ 
plumod farcap, leggings of colored cloth, bright sash 
and armlets, with war axe, ho looks the beau ideal of 
a respectable Huron warrior, shorn of the ferocity of 
other days. Of the line of Huron chiefs who prece- 
ded him, we can furnish but a very scant history, 
A'Jam Kidd, who wrote the Huron Chief, in 1829, and 
who paid that year a visit to the Loretto Indians and 
saw their oldest chief, Oui-a-ra-ligh-to, having unfor- 
tunately failed to fulfil the promise he then made of 
publishing the traditions and legends of the tribe 
furnished him on that occasion. Of OaUa-ra-ligh-tOy 
we learn from Mr. Kidd, " This venerable patriarch, 
who is now (in 1829) approaching the precincts of 
a centuiy, is the gi'andson of Tsa-a-ra-ligh'to, head 
chief of the Hurons during the war of 1759. Oui-a- 
ra-Ugh-to, with about thirty-five warriors of the 
Indian village of Lorette, in conjunction with tho 
Iroquois and Algonquins, was actually engaged in 
the army of Burgoyne, a name unworthy to bo asso- 
ciated with the noble spirit of Indian heroism, Durirg 
my visit to this old chief — May, 1829 — he willingly 
furnished me with an account of the distinguished 
warriors, and the traditions of different tribe-, which 
are still fresh in his memoiy, and are handed from 
father to son, with the precision, interest and admi- 
ration that the tales and exploits of O^sian and his 
heroes are circulated in their original purity to this 
day among iho Irish ** Mr. Kidd alludes also (o 
another great chief, Atsistan, who flourisihed in 1637, 
and who may have been the same as the Huron Saul 
AhatsisiarK who lived in 1642. 



THE HURONS OF LORETTE. 



Oftho powerful tribes of the aborigines, who, in 
remote periods, infested the forests, lakes and streams 
of Canada, none by their prowess in war, wisdom in 
council, success as tillers of the soil, intelligence and 
Jofty bearing surpassed the Wyandots, or Hurons. * 
they numbered 15,000 souIp, according to the histo- 
rian Ferland, 40,000 according to Bouchctte ; and 
chiefly inhabiting the country bordering on Lakes 
Huron and Simcoe ; they might, says Sugard, have 
been styled the " nobles" among savages in contra- 
distinction to that other powerful confederacy, more- 
democratic in their ways, also speaking the Huron 



* The French named the Wyandots, Hurons, from their 
style of wearing their hair — erect and thrown back, giving their 
head, says the historian Ferland, the appearance of a boar's head, 
♦* une hure de sanglier. " 
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language, and known as iho Five Nations (Mohawks * 
Onoydoes, Onondagas, CayugaB and Senecas,) styled 
by the French the Iroquoir», or Hiroquois, from iho 
habit of their orators of clos'ng their orations with 
the word '^Hiio" — I hnve haicL 

" Tis a curious fact the aborigines whom Jacques 
Cartier had found masters of the soil, at Hoihelaga 
(Montreal,) and Stadacona (Quebec,) in 1585, sixty- 
eight years later on, in 1603, when Champlain visited 
these Indian towns, h.'id disappeared : a different 
race had succeeded them. Though it opens a wild 
field to conjecture, recent investigations seem to 
indicate that it was the Huron-Iroquois nation who, 
in 1535, were the enfants du sol at both places, and 
that in the interim, the Algonqnins had, after bloody 
wars, dispersed and expelled the Huron-Iroquois. 
The {ravages with whom the early French settlers 
held intercourse can bo comprised under two specific 
heads — the Algonquins and the Huron-Iioquois — 
the language of each differing as much, observes the 
learned Abbd Faillon, as French docs from Chinese. 

It would take us b(yond the limits of this bkotch 
to recapitulate the series of massacres which reduced 
these warlike savages, the Hurons, from their high 
estate to that of a dispersed, nomadic tribe, and 
placed the Iroquois, or Mohawks, at one time nearly 
destroyed by the Hurons, in the ascendant. 



* The Dutch called them Maquas ; the English, Mohawks 
probably, from the name of the river Mohawk which flows iuto 
the Hudson. 
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Thoir final ovei'throw may bo said to date back to 
the great Indian massacres of 1648-49, at thoir towns, 
or missions, on the hhoros of Lake Simcoe, the fii'st 
mission being founded, in 1615, by the Fnar L., 
Oaron, accompanied by twelve soldiers sent by Cham- 
plain in advance of his own party. The Jesuit's mis- 
sions were attacked by the Iroquois, in 1648; St. 
Louis, St. Joseph, * St. Jgnace, f Ste. Marie, J St. 
Jean, § successively fell, or were threatened ; all the 
inmates who escaped sought safety in flight ; the pro- 
tracted suiferings of the missionaries Brebeuf and 
Gabriel Laliemant have furnished one of the brightest 
pages of Christian heroism in New Fiance. Brebeuf 
expired on the 16th March, and Laliemant, on 17th 
March, 1648. A party of Hurons sought Manitoulin 
Island, then called Ekaentaton. A few fled to Vir- 
ginia ; othera succeeded in obtaining protection on 
the south shore of Lake Brie, from the Erie tribe, 
only to bhare later on, the dire fate of the nation 
who had dared to incorporate them in its sparse 
milks. 

Father P. Eagueneau (the first writer, by the by, 
who makes mention of Niagara Falls — Belations de 
1648,) escorted three or four hundred of these teiTOr- 



* The mission of St. Joseph, oomposed of 400 Huron fa- 
milies, was suddently attacked by tho Iroquois on the 4th 
July, 1648. 

t St. Ignace was surprised and taken on the 16th March, 1649. 

t Ste. Marie mission-house was given to the flames by tha 
Jesuits themselves, on the 15th May, 1649. 

§ St. Jeftn was ravaged on 7th December, 1649. 
7 
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Bli-icken people to Quebec, on the 26th July, 1650, 
and lodged them in the Island of Orleanp, at a spot 
since called L'Ame du Fort, where they were joined, 
in 1651, by a party of Hurons, who, in 1649, on hear- 
ing of the massacre of their western brethren, had 
a-ked to winter at Quebec. For ton years past a 
group of Algonquins, Montagnais and Hurons, amidst 
incessant alarms, had been located in the picturesque 
parish of Sillery ; they, too, were in quest of a more 
secure asylum. Negotiations wore soon entered into 
between them and their persecuted friends of the 
West; a plan was put forth to combine. On the 29lh 
March, 1651, the Sillery Indians, many of whom 
were Hurons, sought a shelter, though a vciy unso- 
cure one, in a fortified nook, adjoining their missio- 
nary's house, on the land of Eieonore de Grand- 
maison, purchased for them at VAnse du Fort, in the 
Island of Orleans, on the south side of the point op- 
posite to Quebec. 

Here they set to tilling the soil with some success, 
cultivating chiefly Indian corn, their numbers being 
occasionally increased during the year 1650, by their 
fugitive brethern from the West, until they counted 
above 600 souls. Even under the guns of the picket 
fort at Orleans, which had changed its name to He 
Ste. Marie, in remembrance of their former residency, 
the tomakawk and scalping-knifo reached them ; on 
the 20th Moy, 1656, eighty-five of their number were 
carried away captives, and six killed, by the ferocious 
Iroquois; and on the 4th June, 1656, they had to fly 
before their merciless tormentors. The big guns of 
Fort St. Louis, which then stood at the north-west 
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extremity of the spot on which, Dnifcrn Terrace 
has lately been erecto 1, seemed to the Hurons, a more 
effectual protection than the howitzers of Anse du 
Fort, so they begged from Governor d*AilIebout for 
leave to nestle under them in 1()58. T*was granted. 
When the Marquis de Tracy had arranged a truce 
with the Iroquois in 1665, the fiiiron refugees bade 
adieu to city life and to city dust. Two years later, 
we find them ensconced at Bean port, where othera 
had squatted on land belonging to the Jesuits; thoy 
stopped there one year only, and suddenly left, in 
1667, to pitch their wigwams for a ft-w years, at Goto 
St. Michel, four and a half miles from Quebec, at 
the Mission of Kotro - Dame-de-Foyo. On the 20lh 
December 1673, restloss and alarmed, tho helpless 
sons of tho forest thought tho seclusion, leafy shades 
and green fields of Ancienne Loretle,^ Here thoy 
dwelled nearly twenty-five years. The youths had 
grown up to manhood, with the terrible memories of 
the past st-ill fresh in their minds. O.io fine day, 
allured by hopes of more abundant game, they pack- 
ed up their household gods, and finally, in 1697, they 
went and settled on tho elevated plateau^ close to tho 
foaming rapids of St. Ambroise, now known as 
Indian or Jeune, Lorette. 



* This parish was called after the celebrated Church of Santa 
Casa^ of Loretto, in Italy. The Huron missionary, father Chau- 
monot, had disposed their huts around the church, which he 
had erected in imitation of the Loretto Chapel in Italy, where 
he had seen a vision of angels. 
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T*iH here wo bhaU now find them, 336 soals all told * 
"The Hurons," says Ahatsislari, f " are divided 
into four families ; that of the Deer ; of the Tortoise ; 
of Ihe Bear\ of tjbe Wolf, The children hail from 
the maternal side. Thus, the great Chief Franyois- 
Xavicr Picard — Taiiourenchi -^is a Deer, and his 
son, Paul, is a Tortoise, because (Her Highness) 
Madame TahovrenchS is a Tortoise ; a lithe, handsome 
amiable woman for all that. 

"Each family has its chief, or war captain ; ho is 
elected by choice. The four war captains choose 
two council chicf;^; iho six united select a grand 
chief cither fiom amonc^ themselves or from the 
honorary chiefs, if they think proper. 

The Lorctte Chapel dates back, as well as the Old 
Mill, to 1731. In 1862, the Chapel suffered much by 
fire. 

The tribe occupies land reserved by Gqvernmeni, 
under the regulations of the Indian Bureau of Otawa* 



* A census of the settlement taken on 19th January, 1879, 
exhibit the population as composed of 336 souls, divided as 
follows : Adult Males, 94 ; Adult Females, 137 ; Boys, 49 ; 
Girls, 56. Total 336. 143 males to 193 females; bachelors must 
have been at a premium in the settlement. We understand that 
a complete history of the tribe is now in course of preparation 
by the Revd. Prosper Vincent; a son of Chief Vincent. 

t An excellent sketch in French has been published of 
TaJwurenche and his tribe, in the Opinion PiU)liqiie, under the 
nom de plume of Ahatsistari, which we think ourself warranted 
in crediting to the elegant pen of A. N. Montpetit, one of their 
honorary Chiefs. 
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*• Indiai) Loroitc comprises from forty to fifty cot- 
tagep, on ihc plateau of the falls — spre<ad out, without 
design, over an : rea of about twenty Rquare acres. 
In the centre, runs the king's highway, the outer 
half sloping down towards the St. Charles. The most 
prominent objects are the Church, a grist mill and 
Mr. Eeid*s paper mills ; close by, a wooden fence 
encloses "God's acre," in the centre cf which a cross 
marks Iho tomb oi Chief Nicholas,"* It is, indeed, 
"a wild spot, covered with the primitive forest and 
seamed by a deep and tortuous ravine, whore the St. 
Charles foams, white as a SDOW-drift, over the black 

* Probably the same as alluded to in a quaint old engraving • 
in our possession. Under the portrait of Chief Nicholas is print- 
ed " Nicholas Vincent. Isawanhonhi/' principal Christian chief 
and Captain of the Huron Indians, established at La Jeune 
Lorett^, near Quebec, habited in the costume of his country, as 
when presented to his Majesty George IV, on the 7th of April, 
1825, with three other chiefs of his nation, by Geiurals Brock 
and Carpenter ; the chiefs bears in his hand the wampum or 
collar, on which is marked the tomahawk given by his late 
Majesty George III. The gold medal on his neck was the gift of 
His Majesty on this presentation. 

"They were accompanied and introduced into England on the 
14th December, 1824, by Mr. W. Cooper, who though an 
Englishman, they take to be a chief of their nation, and better 
known to them as chief Tourhaiinchi." 

N. B. — It may be well to say that from the earliest times the 
Lorette Indians have been in the habit of electing as "Honorary 
Chiefs " Quebecers of note, who may have rendered service to 
the tribe. An oil painting is now in the possession of Noble 
Campbell, son of the late Wm. Darling Campbell, of Quebec, 
exhibiting the installation as a Chief, in 1837, of the late Robert 
Symes, J, P. of Quebec. 
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lodges, and where Iho sunshine Btriiggles through 
matted boughs of the pine and the fir, to ba!?k for 
brief moments on the mospy rocks, or flash on tho 

hurrying waters Here to this day, the tourist 

finds the remnants of a lost people, harmless weavers 
of baskets and eewers of mocassins, the Huron blood 
last bleaching out of them." {Frs. Parkman,) 

Of ** free and independent elector" none hero exist ; 
tho little Lorettc world goes on smoothly without 
them. *'No Huron on tho reserve can vote. Xo 
white man is allowed to settle within the sacred 
precincts of tho Huron kingdom, composed. 1st, of 
tho lofty Plaieau of the villrgo of Indian Lorette, 
Ivhich tho tribe occupy. 2nd: of tho forty square 
(40 X 40) acres, about a mile and a half to the north- 
west of the village. 3rd : of tho Rocmont settlement, 
in the adjoining County of Portneuf, in the very 
heart of tho Laurentino Mountains, ceded to the 
Hurons by Government, as a compensation for tho 
Seigniory of St. Gabriel, of which Government took 
possession, and to which the Hurons sot \x\i a claim. 

*• In all that which pertains to the occupation, the 
possession and the administration of these fragments 
of its ancient extensive territoiy, tho usages and 
customs of the tribe have force of law. Tho village is 
governed by a council of Sachems; in ca.-es of misun- 
derstandings an appeal lies to the Ottawa Bureau, 
under the control of the Minister of the Interior (our 
Downing street wisely abstaining to interfere, except 
on very ui'g(M»t occasions). L:inds descend by right 
of inheritanc ; the Huron Council alone being autho- 
rized to issue iuciition tickets ; none are granted but 
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to Huron boy.-^, strangers being oxcludod. Of course, 
these disabilities aifect the denizens of the reserve 
only ; a Huron (and there are some, Tahourench4, 
Tincent and others) owning land in his own right 
elsewhere, and paying taxes and tithes, enjoys the 
rights and ininiunities of any other Briti.<h subject." 

From the date of the Loretto Indian settlement in 
1B9*7, down to the year of the capitulation of Quebec- 
— 1759 — the annals of the tribe afford but few stir- 
ring incidents: an annual bear, beaver, or cariboo 
hunt; the return of a war party, with its scalps, 
English, probably as the tribe had a wholesome 
horror of meddling with the Iroquois. 

An occasional pow-wow as to how many warriors 
could be spared to assist their trusted and brave 
allies, the French of Quebec, against the heretical 
soldiers of old or New England. 

We are in possession of no facts to show that these 
Christianised Hurons differed much from other Chris- 
tianised Indians ; church service, war-councils, feast- 
ing, smoking, dancing, scalping aLd hunting, filling 
in, sociably, agreeably or usefully, the daily routine 
of their existence. Civil iz-ition, as understood by 
Christian or by Pagan savages, has never inspired 
us with unqualified admiration. 

The various siege narratives we have perused, 
whilst they bring in the Indian allies, at the close of 
the battle, to "finish off ** the wounded at Alontmo- 
rcncy, in July, 1759; at the Plains of Abraham, in 
Se tembor, 1759; at Sle. Foye, in April, 1760, gene- 
rally mention the Abenaquis, for this charming office 
of friseurs. The terror, nay, the horror, which the 
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tomahawk and scalping knife inspired tp the British 
soldiery, was often greater than their fear of the 
Fi^ench musquetoonp. 

British rule, in 1759, if it did bring the Hurons lesd 
of campaigning and fewer scalps, was the harbinger 
of domeslic peace and stable homes, with remune. 
rative contracts each fall for several thousands of 
pairs of snow-shoes, cariboo mocassins and mittens for 
the English regiments tenanting the citadel of Quebec^ 
whose wealthy * officei-s every winter scoured the 



* I am indebted to Mrs. K. £. Mahoc, of Laudsdowne Place» 
Plymouth, England, the widow of the late Ool. Mahon, R. E., 
serving in Quebec, in 1864, and great grand-daughter of Genl. 
James Murray, first English Governor of Quebec, in 1759, for 
the following unpublished document, showing the kind treat- 
ment, delt out to the Huron Indians, of Jeuue Lorette, when 
Canada, became a British possession. 

Copy of Certificate grarUed by general Jas. Murray to the 
Lorette Indians. 

** These are to certify that the chief of the Huron tribe of 
Indians, having come to me in the name of his nation, to .sub- 
mit to His Britannic Majesty and make peace, has been received 
under my protection with his whole tribe and hence forth no 
English officer or party is to molest or interfere with them in 
returning to their settlement, at Lorette, and they are received 
upon the same terms with the Canadians, being allowed the 
free exercise ot their Religion, their Customs and liberty of 
trading with the English Garrisons, recommending to the 
officers commanding the posts, to treat them kindly. 

Given under my hand at Longuil this 5th day of September 
1760, by the General's Command. " 

(Signed) Jas. Murray. 
(Signed) John Cosnand, Adjt.-Genl. 

The above copied from the original produced at a special 
session of the Peace, by Vincent, of Lorette. 

Saturday, 28th January, 1804. J. J. 
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Laui'Qntino' range, north of thocity, in quest of deer 
and cariboo, under the experienced guidance of Gros 
Louis, Siowi, Vincent, and other famous Huron Nim- 
rod». 

The chronicles of the settlement piochiim the va- 
lour and wisdom of some of their early chiefj?; con- 
spicuous, appears the renowned Ahatsislari, surnam- 
od the Huron Saul, fi-om his early hostility to missio- 
naries; death closed his career, on the verdant banks 
of Lak) Huron, in 1642, u convert to missionary 
teachings. 

At the departure of the French, a new allegiance 
was forced on the sons of the forest; St George and 
his dragon for them, took the place of St. Louis and 
his lilies. The Deer^ the Bear^ the Tortoise and the 
Wolf^ howe%'er, have managed to get on well with the 
Dragon In 1776, Loretle sent its contingent of paint- 
ed and plumed warriors to fight General Birgoyiie's 
inglorious campaigns. The s'>rvices rendered to Eng- 
land by her swarthy allies, in the war of 1812, were 
marked ; each succeeding year, a distribution of pre- 
^^ents took place from the Quebec Commissariat and 
Lidian Department. Proudly did the Hurons, as wol^ 
as the Abenaquis, Montagnais, Micmac and Malecilo 
Indians boar the snow-white blankets, scarlet clpths 
and hunting knives awarded them by King George, 
and by the victors of Waterloo. Each year, at mid- 
summer, Indian canoes, with their living freight of 
hunters, their copper-coloured squaws and black-eyed 
papooses, pjidled from Labrador, Gaspd, Eostigouche, 
Baie des Chaleurs, and pitched their tents on a point 
of land at Levis, hence called, Indian Cove; the city 
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its If being closed to the f^rim monnrchs of the woods, 
reputed ugly customers when in ihoir cup-s. A special 
envoy, however, was sent to the Lorotte Indians on 
similar occasions. The Indians settled on Canadian 
soil wore distinguished for their atta: hmoiit to Eng- 
land, who has over treated thcra more morcifiilly than 
did *' Uncle Sam.'' 

What with war medals, clothing, ammunition, 
fertile lands specially reserved at Lorettc, on the 
Eostigoucho, at Nouvelle, Isle Vorte, Gaughnawaga, 
St. Eegis, Pointo Blouo, the " untutored savage, '* 
shielded 1 y a beneficent legislation, watched over by- 
zealous missionaries, was at times an object of envy 
to his white brethcrn ; age or infirmity, seldom war, 
tore him away from this vale of sorrow, to join the 
Indian " majority " in those happy hunting grounds 
promised him by his Sachems. 

The sons of the forest were ever ready to parade 
their paint, feathers and tomahawk-, at the arrival 
of evcjy new Governor, at Quebec ; and to assure 
Ononthio * of their undying attachment and uns- 
werving loyalty to their great father or august 
mother "who dwells on the other side of the Great 
Lake." These traditions have descended even to the 
time when Ononthio was merely a Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, under Confederation. We recollect meeting, in 
plumes and paint, on the classic heights of Sillery, 
on the 3Ut March, 1873, a stately deputation, compo- 
sed of tweiity-ihree Ilurons from Lorctte, loturniig 

* Means the Great Mountain ; the name they gave Governor 
de Montmagny and his successors. 
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from Clermont, the countiy scat of Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor Caron, where Ihey had danced the war-dance 
for the ladies, and harangued, as follows, ihe respec- 
ted Laird of Clermont, just appointed Lieutenant- 
Governor : 
Ononthio : 

Aisten tiothi nonSa f tisohon dekha hiatononstatl 
desonSaSjndio daskemion tesontariai denonSa ation 
datitoSa Jons tesanonronhSa nionde, aonSa desonSaS- 
endio deSa desakatade ; aSeti dosanonroukSanion 
datito8anens chia ta fckonralcthc kiolaoutouSison 
tothi chiahiaha aSeti dechienha totinahiontati desten 
de sendete ataki atichiai aSoti alonthara deskemion 
ichionthe desten tiodeti aisten orachichiai. 

Kev. Prosper SciSatonem, The Memory Man. (Eev. 

Mr. Vincent, a Chiefs son, then Vicar at Sillery.) 

Paul Tahourenchiy 1st Chief. The Dawn of Day. 

Maurice Agnolin, 2nd Chief. The Bear. 

Fra cis Sassenriio. The Victor of Fire. 

Gaspard OadiaraletM. The Canoe Bearer. 

Philippe TheonSatlasta. He stands upright. 

Joseph Goijzaguc Odilonrohannin, He who does not 
forget. 

Paul Jr. Thelancniakhen. Two United Mountains. 

Honord Tdanontovkhe. The Sentry. 

A. N. Montpetit AhaUistari. The Fearless Man. 
And others; in all, 2'^ warriors. 

[Translation]. 
" The chiefs, the warriors, the women and children 
of our tribe, greet you. The man of the woor!s also 



t The 8 is prououuced oui. 
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likos la render homrigc to merit; ho loves to see in 
his chief:i these precious qualities which constitute 
the statesman, 

"All these gifts of the Great Spirit: wisdom in 
council, prudence in execution, and that sagacity we 
exact in the Captains of o:ir nation, you po^sos.s them 
all, in an eminent degree. 

"We warmly applaud your appointcment to the 
exalted post of Lieutenant Gjvernor of the Province 
of Quebec, and foel happy in taking advantage of 
tlie occasion to present our congratulations. 

"May wo also be allowed to renew the assurance 
of our devotion towards our August Mother, who 
dwells on the other t^idc of the Great lake, as woU as 
to the land of our forcfathors. 

• "Accept for you, for Madame Caron and your 
family our best wishes." 

P. S. — Whilst closing these lincp, we learn that 
Tahourmchi and his Huron braves will again bo 
allowed * to renew the assurance of their devotion 
and loyally to our gentle Q icon, and that ere many 
suns set, in full costume they will offor to OuonthWy 
her envoy and her accomplishod daughter, the 
Princess Louise, their respectful homage, under the 
whispering pines of Spencer Wood, where oft, ofyore 
have roamed thoir forefaihors. 

4th June 1879. 



* The Lorette Huron? paid their respects to His Excellency 
and to H. R. H., the Princess Louise, later on, but not at 
Spencer Wood. 



CHATEAU-BIGOT. 



JTS HISTORY AND ROMANCE. 



** Ensconced 'mid trees this chateau stood — 
'Mid flowers each aisle and porch ; 
At eve soft musie charmed the ear — 
High blazed the festive torch. 

But, ah ! a sad and mournful tale 
Wag her's who so enjoyed 
The transient blisa of these fair shades — 
By youth and love decoyed. 

Her lord was true — yet he was false, 
False — false — as sin and hell — 
To former plights and vows he gave 
To one that loved him well." 

The Hermitage. 

From l!mc immemorial in antique and massive 
rain, standing in solitary loneli:iot4P, in the centre of 
a clearing at the fbot of the Ch irlesbonrg mountain, 
five miles from Quebec, has been visited by the 
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young and Iho curious. It was once a iwo-story 
stone building, wiih thick ponderous walls. In length, 
it is fifty-fivo feet hy thirly-five feet bioad — pierced 
for six windows in each story, with a wdll proportion- 
ed door in the centre. In 1 8 13, at the date of my first 
visit the flooi' of the second story was yet tolerably 
strong ; I ascended to it by a rickety, old staircase. 



!=!I^m^.^ 




Kuins of the Hermitage — Iiitendaiit Bigot's Lodge (from 
a sketch, in 1858, by the historian Benson J. Lossing. 

The ruin was Bkotthed in 1858, by Col. Benson J. 
Lossing and reproduced in Harper's Magazine for 
Jianuary, 1859. The lofty mountain to the north-west 
of it, is called La Montagne des Ormes\ for more than 
a century, the Charlesbourg peasantry designate the 
ruin asia Maisonde Id Montagne, The English have 
christened it The Hermiiage, whilst to the French 
portion of the population, it is known as Chateau- 
Bigot, and Beaumanoir ; and truly, were it ^jot on 
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account of tho associations which surround the time- 
worn pile, few would take the trouble to go and look 
at the dreary object. 

The land on which it stands was formerly include?!, 
in the Fief de la TriniU, granted between 1^40 and 
1650 to Monsieur Denis, a gcntlcinan from Laro- 
chelle, in Prance, tho ancoator of the numerous clan 
of Denip, Denis de la Eonde, Denis de Vitr^, &c. ^ 
This seignioiy was subsequently sold toMonseigneur 
de Laraf, a det^cendant of the Montmorency who 
founded, in 1G63, the Seminaryof Quebec, and one of 



* I am happy to be able to throw some additional light on 
the early times of this mysterious ruin, which has so perplexed 
Quebec antiquaries. T'is probable this stately mansion was built 
by the great Intendant Talon, as the Baronial chateau, permitt- 
ed hy his grant (see Seigniorial Documenfs, 1852 — "page 444 
und 448) according to which he was empowered to establish 

gaols, a fourpost gibbet a past with an iron collar on 

which his arms should be engraved." Of all this redoutable 
feudal pomp, there are no vestiges now extant. Of how the 
chateau fared from Talon's time to Bigot's, we have failed to 
unearth any information. 

After the conquest, the land came by purchase Into the posses- 
sion of the Stewart family, lately, represented by the Hon. John 
Stewart. A most interesting but lengthy letter from one of the 
Stewarts, describing the winter months he spent at the Hermitage 
in 1775-6, whilst Arnold, held for Congress, the environs of 
Quebec, is in my possession. Mr. Wm. Crawford, the late owner 
of the land and ruins, having kindly allowed me the use of his 
title-deeds. I read that "Charles Stewart, avocat et notaire 
demeurant k Quebec, proprietaire du fief de Grand Pre, autrefois 
dit De la Mistanguenne ou MontPlaisir, k la Canardiere, par 
acte de vente du 26 Juin 1780, devant Jean Antoine Panet, 
N. P., concMa h. titre de cens et rentes seigneuriales , , , . a 
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the most iUuetriouB prelates in New Fraifcc : tko 
portion towards Ibo mountain was dismembered. 
When iho Intcndant Talon formed bis Baronio Des 
Islets * he annexed to it certain lands of the "Fief 
de la Triniti, among others, that part on which now 
stands the remains of the old ch&teau, of which he 
seems to have been the builder, but whieh he subse- 
quently sold. Bigot hiivirg acquired it long after, 
enlarged and im])roved it veiy much. He was a 
luxurious French gentlemen who more than one 
hundred years ago, held the exalted post oflnten- 



Mousieur Jean Lees, le Jeuiie, Simon Fraser, le Jeune et William 
AVilson, negociant en cette ville, 10 arpents de front situes dans 
le fief Grand Pre ou MontPlaisir, h la Canardi^re, au lieu 
uomme La Montage ou THermitage, preuant d'un bout, vers le 
aud aux terres de Joseph Bedard et Jean- Bap tiste LeRoux dit 
Cardinal, et allant en profondeur vers le nord, quatorze arpents 
ou environ, jusqu'kla vieille clOture du verger, icelui verger com- 
pris en la j)re8ente concession et vente, les dix arpents de front 
joignant du c6t^ du sud-ouest au fiel de la Trinity, appartenant 
au Seminaire, et du cdte du nord-ouest h, la terre de Jean Chat- 
tereau ensemble la maison k deux Stages, une grange et una sta- 
ble en bois, construits sur les dits dix arpents. 

The property was resold the 12th August 1805, by John Lees 
et al,, to Charles Stewart, Esq., Comptroller of Customs, Quebec. 

* May 1675, Louis the XIV and Colbert granted to Monsieur 
le comte Talon, Intendant, the seigniory des Islets, ** together 
with those three neighboring villages to us, belonging the first 
called Bourg Royal, the seccnl Bourg la Reine, the third, Bourg 
Talon, subsequently changed into the Barony of Orsainville." — 
Ferland, Cours (^ ffistoire du Canadrf, II Vol., p. 69.) 
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daut. uodciv the: French GipwnjnC!^i!k&4&- *.I'i those 
dayci.lbo forests which hkirted the city were aban- 
<Jiintly i^tocJked with game : deer, of several varieties, 
beai*s, fox;es, perhaps even that , noble and lordly 
animal y now ^Ji^ti net in the Province of Quebec, the 

. Canadian slag or Wapitt, roamed in .herds over the 
Laureatine chain of mountains and were shot within 

. a few miles of the Chdteau St. Louis. This may have 
been one of the chief reasons why the French Lu- 



* Hawkiu's Picture of Quebec will give us an idea of the 
splendour in which the Intendant lived in his town residence : 

*' Immediately through Palace Gate, turning towards the left, 
and in front of the Ordonance building and store- houses, once 
stood an edifice of great extent, surrounded by a spacious garden 
looking towards the River St. Charles and as to its interior de- 
corations, for more si)lendid than the Castle of St. Lewis. It was 
the Palace of the Intendant, so called, because the sittipgs of the 
Sovereign Council were held there, after the establishment of the 
Koyal Government in new France. A small district adjoining is 
still called Le Palais by the old inhabitants, and the name of the 
gate, (since removed) and of the well-proportioned street which 
leads to it, are derived from the same origin. 

*« The Intendaut's Palace was described by LaPotherie, in 1698 
as consisting of eighty toises, or four hundred and eighty feet of 
buildings, so that it appeared a little town in itself. The King's 
stores were kept there. Its situation does not at the present time 
appear advantageous, but the aspect of the River St. Charles was 
widely diflferent in those days. The property in, the. neighborhood 
belonged to the Government, or to the Jesuits ;. Large nieadows 
and flowery parterres adorned the banks of the River, and reached 
the base of the rock ; and as late as the time of Charlevoix, m 
1720, that quarter of the city is spoken of as being the most 
beautiful. The entrance was into a court, through a large gate 
way the ruins of which, in St. Valier street^ .still remain, " 
8 
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cullus owned the castle, which to this day bears His 
name — a resting place for himself and friends after 
the chase. The profond' seclusion of the spot, com- 
bined with its beautiful sceneiy, would have ren- 
dered it attractive during the summer month*, even 
without the sweet repose it had in store for a tired 
hunter. Tradition ascribes to it other purposes, and 
aniusements less permissible than those of the chase. 
A tragical occurence enshrines the old building with 
a tinge of mystery. 

Francois Bigot, thirteenth and last Intendant of the 
Kings of Franco in Canada, was born in the province 
of Guienne, and descended of a family distinguished 
by professional eminence at the French bar. His 
Commission bears date " 10th June, 1747," the Inten- 
dant had the charge of four departments : Justice, 
Police, Finance and Marine. He had previously filled 
the post of Intendant in Louisiana, and also, at 
Louisbourg, The disaffection and revolt which his 
rapacity caused in that city, wore mainly instru. 
mental in producing its downfull and'surrender to the 
English commander, Popperell, in 1745. Living at a 
time when tainted morals and official corruption 
ruled at co»rt, he seems to have borrowed his standard 
of morality from the mother country: his malversa. 
tions in office, his extensive frauds on the treasury, 
some £400,000 j his colossal speculations in provisions 
and commissariat supplies furnished by the French 
government to the colonists during a famine ; his dis- 
solute conduct and final downfall, are fruitful themep, 
wherefrom the historian can draw wholesome lessons 
for all generations. Whether his Charlesbour^(thea 
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called Boui^ "Royal) castle was used as the receptacle 
of >5ome of his most valuable booty, or whether it was 
merely a kind of Lilliputian Parc-aux-Cerfs, 6U(h as 
his royal master had. tradition does not say. It would 
appefiU't however, that it was kept up by the plunder 
wrung from sotrowing colonists, and that the large 
profits he made by pairing from the scanty pittance 
thd French government allowed the starving resi. 
dents, were here lavished in gambling, riot and 
luxury. 

In May, 1757, the population of Quebec was reduc. 
ed to subsist on four ounces of bread per diem, one 
lb. of beef, house-flesh or codfish j and in April of 
tho following year, this miserable allowance was re- 
duced to one-half. ** At this time." remarks the his. 
toriah Garneau, "famish d men wore seen sinking 
to the earth in the streets from exhaustion." 

Sur-h were the times during which * Louis XV.'s 
minion would retire to his Sardanapalian retreat, to 
gorge himself at leisure on the life blood of the Cana. 
dian people, who^e welfare he had sworn to watch 
over 1 Such the doings in the days of La Pompadour. 
The results of this misrule WL're soon apparent ; the 



* These were times in which royalty did not shine forth in 
peculiaily attractive colors. On one side of the English Channel 
loamed out the effeminate figure of the French Sultan, Louis XV ., 
revelling undisturbed in the scented bowers of his harem, the 
Parc-aux-Ccrfs ; La Pompadour ^ managing state matters ; on the 
other, a Brunswicker, (George II) one who, we are told, ** had 
neither dignity, learning, morals, nor wit — who tainted a great 
society by a bad example : who, in youth, manhood, old age, was 
gross, low and sensual : " — although Mr. Porteus, (afterwards My 
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Brilish liaii quietly and ft rnily placed his paw on the 
coveted rncrul. The loss of Canada was viewed, if not 
by the nation, at least by the French Court, with 
indifference. Voltaire gave his friends a banquet at 
Ferney, in commemoration of the event; the court 
favorite congratulated Majesty, that since he had got 
rid of those " fifteen thou and arponts of snow," he 
had now a chance of sleeping in peace ; the minister 
Choiseul urged Louis the XV to sign the final treaty 
of 1763, saying that Canada would be un embarras to 
tho English, and that if they wore wi&e, they would 
have nothing to do with i*. 

lE In the mean time thered cross of St. Groorge was 
waving over the battlements on which tho lily-span- 
gled banner of Franco, * had proudly sat wilh but 
one interruption for one hundred and fifty years, the 
infamous Bigot was provisionally consigned to a dun- 
geon in the Bastille — subsequently tried and exiled 
to Bordeaux ; his pioperty was confiscated, whilst his 
corfederates and abettors such as Varin, Breard, 
Maurin, Gorpron, Martel, Estebe and others, were 
also tried and punished by fine, imprisonnement and 



Lord Bishop Porteus) says the earth was not good enough for 
hiui, and that his only place was heaven ! — whose closing speech 
to his dying, loving, true-hearted Queen is thus related by 
Thackery : ** With the film of death over her eyes, writhing in 
ii»tolerable pain, she yet had a livid smile and a gentle word for 
her master. You have read the wonderful history of that death- 
bed ? How she bade him marry again, and the reply the old 
King blubbered out, '* Non, non,faurai des mattresses,^ There 
never was such a ghastly farce," — {The Four Georges), 

* In 1629, when Quebec surrendered to Kerk. 
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confiscations : one Pcnisseault, a government clerk 
(a butcher's son hy birth), who had married in the 
colony, but whose pretty wife accompanied the Che- 
valier de Levi on his return to France, seems to have 
fared bettor than the rest. 

But to rcvej t to the chateau walls, as I t?aw them 
on the 4th Juno, 18G3. 

After a ramble with an English friend through the 
woods, which gave ns an opportunity of providing 
ourselves with wild flowere to strew over the tomb 
of "Fair Eosaraond, " * such as the marsh mary- 
gold, clintonin, uvularia, the starflower, veronica, 
kalmia, trillium, and Canadian violets, we unexpec- 
tedly struck on the ruin. One of the fii-st things 
which attracted notice was the singularly corroding 
effect the easterly wind has on stone and mortar in 
Canada : the east gable being indented and much 
more eaten awry than that exposed to the western 
blast. Of the oiiginal structure nothing is now stan- 
ding but the two gables and the division walls ; they 
are all three of great thickness; certainly no modern 
house is built in the manner this seems to have been. 
It must have had two storie«5, with rooms in the attic 



* The fascinating daughter of Lord Clifford, famous in the 
legendary history of England, as the mistress of Henry II, 
shortly before his accession to the throne, and the subject of an 
old ballad. She is said to have been kept by her royal lover in a 
secret bower at Woodstock, the approaches to which formed a 
labyrinth so intricate that it could only be discovered by the 
clew of a silken thread, which the King used for that purpose. 
Queen Eleanor discovered and poisoned her about 1173 — {Noted 
navies of Fictioriy 1175. Sec. also Woodstock. — Waver ly- Novels, 
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and a deep cellar : a communication existed from 
one cellar to the other through the division wall. 
There is also visible a very small door cut through 
the cellar wall of the west gable ; it leads to a vaulted 
appartment of eight feet square : the small mound of 
masonry which covered it, might originally have 
been effectually hidden from view by a plantation of 
trees over it. What could this have been built for, 
asked our romantic friend ? Was it intended to secure 
6ome of the Intendant's plate or other portion of his 
iri-gotten treasure ? Or else as the Abbd Perland 
suggests : * *' Was it to store the fruity old Port and 
sparkling Moselle of the club of the Barons, who held 
their jovial meetings there about the beginning of 
this ceiitmy?" Was it his mistress's secret boudoir 



*I am indebted to an old friend the late Abb6 Ft'iland for the 
following remark : "I visited Chateau-Bigot during the summer 
of 1834. It was in the state described by Mr. Papineau. In the 
interior, the walls were still partly papered. It must not be for- 
gotten that about the beginning of this century, a club of Bon 
vivants used to meet frequently in the Chateau. ** 

Three celebrated clubs flourished here long before the Stada- 
cona and St. James' Club were thought of. The first was formed 
in Quebec, about the beginning of this century. It was originally 
called, says Lambert, the Beef Steak Club, which name it soon 
changed for that of the Barons' Club. It consisted of twenty-one 
members, ** who are chiefly the principal merchants in the 
colony, and are styled barons. As the members drop otf, their 
places are supplied by knights elect, who are not installed as 
barons until there is a sufficient number to pay for the entertain- 
ment which is given on that occasion." J. Lambert, during the 
winter of 18c 7, attended cne of the banquets of installation, 
which was given in the Union Hotel (now ^Morgans Tailoring 
Store, facing the (Place d'Armes) Ring. The Hon. Mr. Dunn, 
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when the Intendant's lady vi^tod the chateau, 1 ke 
the Wood Block tower to whu*h Royal Homy picked 
his way through " Love's Ladder ? " Quien sale ? Who 
can mnravel the mystery ? It may have served for 
the foundation of the tower which existed when Mr. 
Papineau visited and described the place fifly-eight 
years ago. The heavy cedar rafters, more than one 
hundred years old, are to this day sound : one has 
been broken by the fall, probably, of some heavy 
stones. 

There are several indentures in the walls for fire 
places, which are built of cut masonry ; from the 
angles of one, a song sparrow flew out, uttering Us 
anxious note. We searched and discovered the bird's 
nest, with five spotted, dus»ky eggs in it. How strange I 



the President of the Province, and administrator during the 
absence of Sir Robert. S. Milnes, attended as the oldest baron. 
The Chief Justice and all the principal officers of the govern- 
ment, civil and military, were present. This entertainment cost 
260 guineas. "The Barons' club, says Wm. Henderson, was a 
sort of Fit Club, — all, Tories to the backbone. 

It was a veiy select affair — and of no long duration. Among 
the members, if my memory serves me right, were John Coltman, 
George Hamilton, Sir John Caldwell, Sir George Pownall, H. 
W. Ryland, George Heriott, Postmaster and author, Mathew 
P>ell, Gilbert Ainslie, Angus Shaw." Notes of W, Henderson^ of 
Hemisson, Megantic. 

The other club wept under the appropriate name of "Sober 
Club " — lucus a noil lucendo perhaps : it flourished about 1811 . 
It seems to me more than likely that it was the Club of Barons, 
and not the Sober Club, who caroused under the romantic walls 
of the Herm: aje. The third Club flourished at Montreal, 1785- 
1821, it took the name of the Beaver Club, and was, composed cf 
old Northwester s.) 
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in the midst of rtin andd'eeftyy the. &weet tofcen«.of 
hbp^-, ]oxt and bai-ihony ? What cared the child of 
song^ if heri imoceiit ofFt^pring were i^eared amidst these 
moaldei^ing relies of 4he past^ mnyhap a guiky pa«t ? 
Could she not loach them ta warble gweetly, even 
fi-om-lhe roof which echoed the dying sigh of the 
Algonquin maid ? Eed aldcF trees grew rank and 
vigoiOtiB amongst the disjointed masoniy, which had 
crumbled fix)m the walls into the cellar ; no trace 
existed of the wooden staircase mentioned by Mr. 
Papincau ; the tim ber of the roof had rotted away or 
been used for camp-fires by those who frequent and 
fish the elfish stream which winds its way over a 
pebWy ledge towards Beau port. It is well stocked 
with smaii trout, which seems to breed in great num- 
ber in the dam near the Chateau. 

Those who wish to visit the Hermitage, are strongly 
advised to take the cart-road which leads easterly 
from the Chariesbourg chm*eh, turning up. Pcdes^ 
trians will pri'fci* the other road ; they can, in this 
case, leave their vehicle at Gaspard Huot's boarding- 
house, — a little higher than the church ofChirlcs- 
bourg, — and then walk through the fields skirting, 
during greater part of the road, the murmuring 
brook I have previously mentioned, but by all means 
let them take a guide with Ihem. 

I shall now translate an i condense, from the in- 
teresting narrative of a visit paid to the Hermitage 
in 1831, by Mr. Am^d^e Papineau and his talented 
father, the Hon. Louis Jo.^cph Papineau, the legend 
which attaches to it : 
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CAROLINE, OE THE ALGONQUIN MAID 
(By Ami^i^e Papinbaf, or^ Monte Bello.) 

" We drove, my fiither and I, with our vehicle to 
the veiy foot of the mountain, and thci'e took a foot- 
pfiih which led us thi-oagh a dense- wood. We en- 
countered and crossed a rivulet, and then, ascended a 
plateau cleared of wood, a most enchanting place ; 
behind ns and on our right was a thick forest; on 
our left the eye rested on boundless green fields, di- 
vert fied * with golden harvests and with tho neat 
white cottages of the peasantry. In the distance, was 
visible the broad and placid Sr. Lawrence at the foot 
of the citadel ot Quebec, and also the shining cupolas 
and tin roofs of the ciiy houses ; in front of u*-', aeon- 
fused mass of ruins, crenelated walls embedded in 
moss and rank grass, together with a tower half dcsr 
troycd, beams, and the moulderhig remains of a roof. 
After viewing the tout ensemble, wo attentively exa- 
mined each ]wrtion in detail — eveiy fragment was 
interesting to us ; we with difficulty made our way 
over thu wall^^^^-conding the upper stories by a stair- 
case which ci'caked and trembled under our weight. 
With ihc assistance of a lighted candle, wo pcnc- 



* It is painful to watch the successive inroads perpetrated by 
sportsmen and idlers on the old Chateau. In 1819 an old 
Quebecer, Mr. Wyse, visited it ; doors, verandah, windows and 
everything else was complete. He, too, lost his way in the woods 
but found it again without the help of an Indian beauty. It was 
then known as the haunted house ; supposed to contain a deal of 
French treasurer and called La Maison du Bourg RoyaL 
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tiatcd into, the damp and cavernous cellars, care- 
fully exploring every nook arid corner, lirstening 
to the sound of our own footstopB, and occasionally 
startled by the rustling of bats which we distuibcd 
in their dismal retreat. I had just left college ; these 
extraordinary sounds and objots at times made me 
feel very uneasy. T pressed close to my father, and 
dared scarcely breath j the remembrance of this sub- 
terranean exploration will not easily bo forgotten. 
What were my sensations when I saw a tombstone, 
the reader can imagine? * Here we are, at last I * ex- 
claimed my father, and echo repeated his words. 
Carefully did we view this monument ; presently we 
detected the letter * C,' nearly obliterated by the 
action of time ; after remaining there a few moments, 
to my unspeakable delight wo made our exit from 
this chamber of death, and, stepping over the j*uins, 
we again alighted on the green sward, Evideiitly 
where we stood had formerly been a garden : we 
could still make out the avenues, the walks and plots, 
over which plum, lilac and apple trees grew wild, 

*' I had not yet uttered, a word, but my cyrio^ify 
getting the better of my fear, I damaaded an expla- 
nation of this mysterious tombstone. My father 
bccko ed me towards a bhady old maple ; we both sit 
on the turf, and he then spoke as follows : " You have, 
no doubt, my son, heard of a French Intendant, of the 
name of Bigot, who had charge of the public funds 
in Canada, somewhere about the year 1757; yi>u 
have albo read how he squandered ihese moniys and 
how his Chriblinn Maje.Nty had him sent to the Bas- 
tille when he returned to France, and his property 



— 139 — 

confiscated. All this you known, I shall now tell yoii 
what, probably, you do not know. This Intcndant 
attempted to lead in (Canada the game dissolute life 
which Ihc old noblesse led in Franco before the French 
Kevolution had levelled all classes. He it was who 
built this country seat, of which you now contem- 
plate the ruins. Here, he came to seek relaxation 
from the cares of office; here, he prepared entertain- 
ments to which the rank and fashion of Quebec, in- 
cluding its Grovernor General, eagerly flocked : noth- 
ing was wanting to complete the eclat of this little 
Versailles. Hunting was a favorite pastime of our 
ancestors, and Bigot was a mighty hunter. As active 
as daring as a lion was this indefatigable Nimrod, in 
the pursuit of bears and moose. 

" On one occasion, when tracking with some sport- 
ing friends an old bear whom he had wounded, he 
was led over mountainous ridges and ravines, veiy 
far from the castle. Nothing could restrain him; on 
he went in advance of every one, u«til the bloody 
trail brought him on the wounded animal, which he 
soon disj)atched. 

" During the chase the sun had gradually sunk over 
the western hills ; ihe shades of evening were fast 
descending: how was ihe lord of the manor to find 
his way back f He was alone in a thick forest: in 
this emergency his heart did not fail him ; he hoped 
by the light of the moon to be able to find his way to 
his str.'iy companions. Weaiily he walkiulon, ascend- 
ing once. or twice ahight tree, in order to see fiii'thor, 
but all in vain : soon the unpleasant conviction 
dawned on him that, like others in similar cases, he 
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had been walking, round a circle. Worn ont i\wl 
exhausted with fatigue and hunger, he sat down to 
ponder on what course he >houId adopt. The Qneen 
of night, at the moment shedding her silvory rays 
around, only helped to show iho hunter how hopeless 
was his present position. 

Amidst these mournful reflections, his ear was 
startled by the sound of footsteps close by: his spirits 
rose at the prospect of help being at hand ; soon ho 
perceived the outlines of amoving white object. Was 
it a phantpn which his disordered imagination had 
conjured ? Terrified, he seized his trusty gun and 
was in the act of firing, when the apparition, rapidly 
advancing toward him, assumed quite a human form : 
a light figure stood before him with eyes as black as 
night, and raven tresses flowing to the night wind ; 
a spotless garment enveloped in its ample folds this 
airy and gi*aceful spectre. Was it a sylph, the spirit 
of the wilderness? Was it Diana, the goddess of the 
chase, favoriiig one of her most ardent votaries with 
a glimpse of her form divine? It was neither. It was 
an Algonquin maid one of those ideal types whose 
white skin betray ihoir hybrid origin — a mixture 
of European blood with that of the aborigine races. 
It was Caroline, a child of love born on the shores of 
the great Ottawa river : a French officer was her sire 
and the powerful Algonquin tribe of the B3aver 
claimed her mother. 

"The Canadian Nimrod, struck at the sight of 
such extraordinaty beauty, asked her name, and 
after reflating his adventure, he begged of her to 
show him the way to the castle in the neighborhood, 
as she must bo familiar with every path of the forest 
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Such is the bloiytold of the fiitst meeting between 
llio Indian beauty and the Canadian Minister of 
Finance and Feudal Judge in the year 175. — 

** The Intendant was a * married man : his lady 
rci-ided in the Capital of Canada. She seldom accom- 
panied her husband on his hunting excursion?, but 
Hoon it was whispered that something more than the 
pursuit of wild animals attracted him to his country 
scat : an intrigue with an Indian beauty was hinted 
at. These discreditable rumors came to the ears of 
her lady.-hip : she made several visits to the castle in 
hopes of verifying her worst fears : jealousy is a 
watchful scnliiiel. 

" Tho Intendant's doimitoiy was on the ground 
floor of the building. It is i^U])posed the Indian girl 
occupied a secret apartment on the flat above ; that 
her boudoir was reached ihiough a long and narrow 
passage, ending with a hidden staircase opening on 
the large room which overlooked the garden, 

** The King, therefore, for his defence 

Against the furious Queen, 
At Woodstock builded such a bower, 

As never yet was seen. 
Most curiously that bower was built, 

Of stone and timber strong. " 

{Ballad of Fair Rosamond, ) 



* Error — he was a bachelor. These unions were not uncom- 
mon. We find the Baron de St. Castin marrying Matilda, the 
beautiful daughter of Madocawando : he became a famous Indian 
Chief, helping D' Iberville, in Acadia, and left a numerous pro- 
geny of olive colored princess with eyes like a gazelles — (J.M.L.) 
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^' Lot us now see wiiiyitook place on this indentical 
spot on the 2nd July, 175.— Ri^oigliti the hall clock 
has just struck eleven ; the ceaseless murmwrcrflhe 
neighboring brook, gently wafted on the night wind, 
is scarcely audible : the * Song-Spai*row has finished 
his evening hymn, while the f Sweet Canada 
bird, from the top of an old pine, merrily peels his 
shrill clarion. Silence the most profound pervades 
the whole castle ; every light is extinguisihcd ; the 
pale rays of the moon slumber softly on the oak floor, 
reflected as they are through the goihic windows ; 
every inmate is wrapped in sleep, even fair Eosamond 
who has just retired. Suddenly her door is violently 
thrust open ; a mas^kod person, with one bound, 
rushes to her bedside, and without saying a word, 
plunges a dagger to the hilt in her heart. Uttering a 
piercing shriek, the victim falls heavily on the floor. 
The Iiilendant, hearing the noise, hurries up stairp, 
raises the unhappy girl who has just time to point to 
the fatal weapon, still in the wound, and then falls 
back in his arms a lifeless corpse. The whole 
household are soon on foot ; search is made for the 
murderer, but no clue is discovered. Some of the 
inmates fancied they had seen the figure of a woman 
ru<h down the secret stair and disappear in the woods 
about the time the murder took place. A variety of 
stories were circulated ; some pretended to trace the 
crime to the Intendant's wife, whilst othere allege! 
that the avenging mother of the Creole was the 



♦ Melo»piza melodia. 

t Zonotrichia leucophrys. 



aesaesin ; a few again urged that Caroline's father 
had attempted to wipe off the stain on the honor of 
his tribe, by himself dispatching his erring child. A 
profound mystery to this day surrounds the whole 
transaction. Caroline was buried in the cellar of the 
castle, and the letter " C" engraved on her tomb:5tone, 
which, my son, you have just seen." 

More than a century has now elapsed since the 
period mentioned in this narrative. I searched in 
vain fi;r several of the leading characteristics on 
which Mr, Papineau descants so eloquently : time, the 
great destroyer, has obliterated many traces. Nothing 
met my viow but mouldering walls, over which green 
moss and rank weeds cluster profusely. Unmistakable 
indications of a former garden there cortainly were 
such as the outlines of walk:^ over which French 
cheriy, apple and gooseberry trees grow in wild 
luxuriance. I took homo from the ruins a piece of 
bone ; this decayed piece of mortality may have for- 
med part of Caroline's big toe, for aught I can esta- 
blish to the contrary. Chateau-Bigot brings back to 
my mind other remembrances of the past. I recollect 
reading that pending the panic consequent on the 
surrender of Quebec, in 1759, the non-combattants of 
the city crowded within its walls ; this time not to 
ruralize, but to seek concealment until Mars had 
inscribed another victory on the British flag. I would 
not be prepared to swear that latei', when Arnold and 
Montgomery had possession of the environs of Quebec, 
during the greater portion of tho winter of 1775-76, 
some of those prudent English merchants (Adam 
Lymburner at their head), .who awaited at Charles- 



bourg and Beimpdrt, the ist^no of the congest, did not 
tiiko a qai^et dr\v6 to Chateau-Bigot, were it only to 
itidulge in a philosophical dtgquii^Uion on tho muta- 
bility of human events; nor must I foirget the jolly 
pie-nics the barons held tbore some eighty yeaiy 
^go. * 

On quitting these silent halls, from which the light 
of other days has departed, and from whence the 
voice of revelry seems to have fled for ever, I recros- 
sed the little brook, already mentioned, musing on 
the past. The solitude which surrounds the d«7clliDg 
and the tomb of the dark-haired child of the wilder- 
ness, involuntarily brought to mind that beautiful 
passage of Ossian f relating to the daughter of Reu- 
thamir, the "white bosomed*' Moina:— "I have 
seen the walls of BalcliUha, but they were desolate. 
The fire had resounded in the halls : and the voice 
of the people is heard no more. The thistle shook 
there its lonely head; the moss whistled to the wind. 
The fox looked out from the window- j.tho rank grass 
of the wall waved round its head. Desolate is the 

dwelling of Moina, silence is in the house Baise 

the song of mourning, O bards I over the land of 
strangers. They have but fallen before us: for one 
day we must fall. '* ' 

* The Hon. Mr. Durni, Administrator of the Province in 
1807, was the senior baron ; Hons. Mathew Bell, John Stewart, 
Messrs. Muir, Irvine, Lester, McNaoght, Grey Stewart, Munro, 
Finlay, Lymburner, Paynter, these names were doubtless also 
to be found amongst the Canadian barons ; the Hon. Chas. de 
Lanaudiere, was the only French Canadian member. 

t Book of Carthon. 



QUEBEC AND ITS l4iST0RIC PAST 



■(From Canadian IlMlraied News, 16 Sept. 1882.) 
"Wo insert tho address of the President of 4ho 
Literary and Hist or teal Society, James McPherl^on Le- 
Moine, at the Harbor excursion, in tlie steamer Ca- 
nada, at the luncheon given to the Delegates of 
the American Association for the Advancement of Science^ 
on their visit to Quebec, on the 26th Aug. 1882: 
Mr. LeMoine, in reply, spoke as foUov^s : 
"Ladies and Grontlemen. — The annals of this Vast 
dependency of Britain, which We are proud to call 
our country, vaster eVen in extent than the territory 
of your prosperous republic, are divided into two 
distinct parts. The first century and a half — 1608 to 
1759 — represents the French domination. Though 
totally alien in its aims and aspirations from the 
succeeding portion, it has nevertheless for Quebec an 
especial charm, most endearing memories. It was the 
fruitful era of early discovery, missionary zeal and 
9 
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heroism, wealthy, fur trading companies, — shall we 
call them, monopolies? incessant wars with the 
ferocious aborigines and sanguinary raids into th6 
adjoining British provinces. When the colony 
expanded, an enlarged colonial outfit required 
more powerful machinery, more direct interven- 
tion of the French monarch : a Royal Government 
in 1663, to save and consolidate the cumbei»sorao 
system based on the Seigniorial Tenure in land j a 
mild form of feudalism implanted, at Quebec, by the 
Grand Monarque. It would take me far bcj^ond the 
limits I have prescribed to myself, were I to uni-avel 
the tangled web of early colonial rule or misrule, 
which until the conquest by Britain, in 1*159, flourish- 
ed, under the lily banner of the Bourbons, on yonder 
suolime cliff. Let us revert then, to that haunted 
dreamland of the pastjlet-us glance at a period 
anterior to the foundation of Jamestown, in 1607, 
even much anterior to the fountlation of^Sie. Augus- 
tine, in Florida. 

On the north bank of the river 9t. Charles, about 
a mile from its entrance, Jacques Cart icr wintered in 
1535. What a difference in the tonnage of the arrivals* 
from sea, in September, 1535; the "Grande Hor- 
mine," 120 tons ; the " Petite Hermine," 60 tons ; the 
" Emerillon," 40 tons j and, in August 1860, Captain 
Vine Hairs leviathan, the *' Great Eastern," of 22,500 
tons ! What terror the shipping news that morning 
of September, 1535, must have caused to swarthy 
Donnacona, the Chieftain of the Indian (Iroquois or 
Huron ?) town of Stadacona I the firet wave of foreign 
invasion had surged round th Indian wigwams 
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which lined I ho northern declivity of the plateau on 
which Quebec now stands (between Hope Gate and 
the Cdlcau Stc Genevieve) 1 Of course you are aware 
this was not Gartier's first visit to the land of the 
north; his keel had, in 1534, furrowed the banks of 
Newfoundland and its eternal fogs; in 1541-2, he had 
wintered a few miles, higher than we now are — at 
Cap Rouge —west of Quebec. Then there occurs in 
our annals of European settlement, a gap of more 
than half a century. No trace, nor descendants on 
Canadian soil, of Jacques Cartier's adventurous com- 
rades. The wheel of time revolves; on a summer 
dny (3rd July, 1608), the venerated founder of 
Quebec — Samuel deChamplain — equally famous as 
iin explorer, a discoverer, a geogi*apher, a dauntless 
leader, and what to us, I think, immeasurably ^p- 
•erior, a God fearing, Christian gentleman — with his 
liardy little band of Norman artificens, soldiers and 
farmers, amidst the oak and maple groves of the lower 
town, laid lh« corner stone of the " Abitation '* or resi- 
dence, so pleasantly, so graphically described by 
your illustrious countrymen, Parkraan and Howells. 

Ladies and gentleman, I have promised you the 
briefest of discourses; but if, instead of pointing out 
to you the.historical spots, brought under your notice 
in the course of our excursion, it were my lot to 
address, as a Canadian annalist, such an appreciative 
audience as I see here, what glowing pictures of 
t?oldi<jrlike daring, of Christian endurance, of heroic 
self-sacrifice, could be summoned from the pregnant 
iwgesof Chumplain's journal and from that quaint 
repository of Canadian lore the delations of the 
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Jesuits ? you would, or 1 am muelr miistjikon, bo 
€lee|)ly moved with the story of tire trials, sufforings 
and unrequited devotion* to country, of the denizens of 
ihis old rock; yotir heart would warm towards that 
pieturedque promontory, sometimes, seemingly dear 
to sunny old France. 

One would be tempted occasionally to fwgive her 
cruel doscrtioTi of her offspring in its Eiour of supreme 
trial, 

Prom the womb of a distant past, would come forl& 
a tale of deadly, though not hopeless, struggles with 
savage 01* civilized foes, a tale harrowing, not 
Eowever devoid of useful lessonts. The narrative would 
become darker^ more dreary, when to the cruelty of 
Indian foemen would be added, as oft' was the case^ 
the horrors of a famine or the pitiless severity of a 
ROi'thern winter. A transient gleam of sunshine woukl 
light up the canvass when perchance,, the genius of 
a TaloUy the wisdom of aColbei-t, or the martial spirit 
of a Frontenae succeeded in awakening a faint, can»- 
diaa echo on the btmks of ihe Seine. In those wind- 
ing, narrow, uneven streets, the forest-avenues of 
Montmagny and de Tracy, which now resound to no 
other sounds but the din of toil and traffic, you would 
meet a martial array of fearless, gay cavaliers, an^ 
plumed warrioi's, hurrying to the eity battlements to- 
repel the maraudering savage, or the foe from old or 
New England, equally objects of dread. From tho 
very deck of this steamer, with the wand of the his- 
torian you could conjure the thrilling spectacle of 
powerful fleets, in 16-29, in 1690, and in 1759', anchor- 
ed at the vei-y spot which we now cro>s, belching 
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forth shot and hIicU an the sturdy old fortress, or else 
watch flotillas of birch bark canoes laden with lithe, 
tatt ed, painted warriors landing on that ere beach, 
bearing peace offerings to great Ononlhio. Varied^ 
indead, would be the panorama which history WDuId 
wnroll. Finally, you might cast a glance on that 
crushing 13th of September, 17&9, which closed the 
pageant of French rule on our shores, when aH th<) 
patriotism of the yeomanry lead by the Canadian 
Gentihhovxmes — the Longuorrils, Yaudi-ouils, Do 
Beaujeu, de St. Ours, de la Naudi^re, &c., was power- 
less aghinst the rapacity and profligacy of Bigot, and 

his fellow plunders and parasites 

These were truly the dark days of the colony under 
French rule ; a glimpse of the doings in those times 
suffices to explain why French Canada, deserted by 
France, betrayed by some of her own sons, accept d 
so readily, as a fait accompli, the new regime ; why^ 
having once sworn fealty to the new banner implan- 
ted on our citadel by the genius o-f a Chatham, it 
ek)sed its ear and steeled its heart even against the 
blandishments of the brave, generous Lafayette, held 
out in the name of that grand old patriot and father 
of your country, George Washington," 
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